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Sunday Community Worship Services  

Community Worship Services and Children’s Religious Exploration 
begin each Sunday at 11:00am. Child care is available.  

 
 

Sunday March 14 at `11:00am 

"The Future of Ministry: Where To From Here" 

Guest speaker: Art Hill 
     Art Hill is a consultant with the Heartland District and the UUA 
about the settled ministry and especially focusing on the policies and 
costs.  He will preach in church and then be available for a town meeting 
after church for questions. 
 

Sunday March 21 at 11:00am 

“Singer in the Storm: Holly Near” 
the Rev. Denise Tracy 
    One of my personal idols is a singer  
named Holly Near. I have worked with  
her four times and love her music.   
MUSE sings many of her songs...so on  
this Sunday you will hear in word and  
song about one of my favorite people. 
 

Sunday March 28 at 11:00am 

Stewardship Sunday 

“The Sermon on the Amount” 

the Rev. Denise Tracy 
      What does giving mean?  What is support of St John's all about.  
How does each of us know how to set the amount we give?  I'll tell you 
what I think. 
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  Minister’s Musings             
                                                           from Rev. Denise Tracy                                                                                            
 
Dear Friends, 
 
     Partner, Colleague, Friend, Ally. All these describe how St John's sees  
itself in the world. 
     We have a Partnership Church in Romania.  For 20uears we have support- 
ed their church and our support has sustained them and helped them survive  
government destruction.  Every week 40 elders receive a loaf of bread, paid  
for from funds St John's raises after church, once a month, at our soup  
lunches.  They are better for our support.  We have friends across an ocean  
who pray for us and thank us for their political safety, religious freedom and for their physical sustenance.  
This Saturday the 13th of March we have a dinner to extend the Unitarian Universalist Hand of Fellowship 
across the sea. 
     St John's has a building that we invite others to use at a reduced or no charge.  These groups are 
associated with our church and extend our mission but most people who come to these activities are not 
members.  We consider the various choirs, AA groups, GLBT groups. Even the census trainings...all these 
folks are our allies.  We help them accomplish their goals and we extend the Hand of Friendship and support 
goals that are in agreement with our purpose. 
      We collect money for The Guest at Your Table, for Association Sunday, for Haiti, the Concert for  
Esme as well as for various charities and none of this giving is reflected in our budget. They are considered 
“in and out” items and are not recorded in our budget. Therefore our generosity is not visible.  So far this 
church year we collected over $14,000 for various causes.       
      Yet in the yearly budget I see a zero in the outreach line item.  This confuses me.  Because I experience 
St John's as being a friend and partner to many,  Yes, we do not have as much money as in past years...but 
every time a non member uses our building we are giving of our resources.  Every time someone cooks 
soup, sets the tables up and shares this meal with our church, every time we collect money or even pop 
tops...we are giving to others.   So, I want to thank you for all you do and for your willingness to be a 
partner and friend to the many people who are part of our lives.  
      St John's is a culture of generous people.   
      I am proud to be with you and to witness how much you care. 
                                                                                        
                                                                                               Blessings, 

                                                                    Denise 
                                                                                               Your Interim Minister         
                                                                    
 

 
Rev. Denise Tracy's Schedule and Contact Numbers 
cell  847-431-8282,      private line at church  513-961-1994,       home 513-376-6775 (in case of emergency)  
Office Hours are Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Thursdays 9:00am to noon, or by appointment 
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pportunities 
& Invitations 
 

Adult Forums 
On Sunday March 14, the forum will address “What 
Is the Single Most Important Quality in a Minister?” 
Join Bruce Beisner and Cassie Howe in a 
conversation around what we as individuals, a 
community, and a denomination hold dear to ministry. 
What do we expect from our ministers? What quality 
will we be looking for in our search for St. Johns next 
settled minister? Bruce and Cassie will also reflect on 
how their experiences preparing for ministry have 
shaped their own answers to this question. 
On Sunday March 21, Rev. Bonnie Meyer  
will present a forum on “Assessing Spiritual 
Suffering.” Hospice workers routinely assess the level 
of pain and the level of functional ability in their 
patients in the absence of a standardized assessment 
of spiritual coping, Rev. Meyer developed a Spiritual 
Suffering Scale. She and all of the chaplains whom 
she supervises use this assessment at every patient 
visit. Recently she has done a retrospective study to 
determine the usefulness of this Scale and is happy to 
discuss it with us.  
Forums are held at 10:00am on Sunday mornings 
before worship in Krolfifer Hall. If you have a 
suggestion for a forum topic, please contact  
Ethel Ingalls or Pamela Wilz. 
                                                   -Ethel Ingalls 

 

New Young Adults Group  
Are you between the ages of 18 and 35? Looking for a 
relaxed way to get more involved at St. John's? Come 
to the newly formed young adult group at St. John's! 
We gather the second and  
fourth Sundays of the month for lunch and 
conversation. Any questions, contact Cassie  
Howe or Craymon Maples.  
                                                       -Cassie Howe 

 
Partner Church Dinner 
is Next Saturday! 
There is still time for you to buy a ticket to next 
Saturday’s Partner Church Dinner. Wednesday 

March 10 is the last day for ticket sales. This 
year’s dinner celebrates St. John's 20 years of 
partnership with the Unitarian Church of 
Nyaradszentlaszlo, Romania. It also celebrates 
partnerships around the world by offering a menu 
of mildly spiced Indian food. Come and enjoy 
some wine and appetizers before the dinner along 
with a musical treat of American jazz. Tickets  
are $20 for adults, $5 for kids 12 and under. 
Scholarships are also available by contacting 
Mary Darner. Put your party hat on and join the 
fun on Saturday evening March 13 starting at 
6:00pm. 
                                         -The Friends of Szentlaszlo 
 

 
                

 

Food for Thought:  
Potluck & Movie Night 
 Please join us for the next in our series of 
thought provoking evenings learning about the 
food industry on Friday March 19 in Krolfifer. 
We’ll start with a potluck at 7:00pm.  Please 
bring a dish to share (preferably one that contains 
local and/or organic ingredients). Beginning at 
7:30 we will be showing “King Corn.” This 
documentary “is a fun and crusading journey into 
the digestive tract of our fast food nation where 
one ultra-industrial, pesticide-laden, heavily-
subsidized commodity dominates the food 
pyramid from top to bottom.” 
                                                 -Bo Wachendorf 
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Upcoming Adult Classes  
Please see the insert in this issue of The Reporter 
for information about our upcoming spring Adult 
Religious Education classes. Registration will be 
held before and after church on Sundays March 21  
and 28. The St. John’s bookstore will also be open 
 those days.  
                                            -Adult RE Committee 

 

LAFs Welcome Spring 
The LAFs (Lively After Fifty, a social group for 
“somewhat senior” St. John's members and 
friends), will urge Spring's arrival with dinner at 
Molly Malones's, 6111 Montgomery Rd. at the 
corner of Ridge and Montgomery in Pleasant Ridge), 
on Friday March 19 at 6:30.  Whether you’re a long-
timer or new-comer, join us for a fun evening of food 
and fellowship.  Make a reservation with Ted Chism  
by Thursday March 18.  Don't be bashful, join us! 
                                                           -Ted Chism 

 

Women’s Group 
St. John’s has a Women’s Group again! It is 
officially named the “Goddess Gathering” and has 
formed for the purpose of relationship building and 
fun. Lots of fun with a service project or two. The 
group is open to all those who identify as women. 
We’ll be meeting on the last Wednesday of the 
month, usually at a restaurant.  If you want to be 
added to the email notification list, please contact 
Pamela Wilz.  
We are inviting all women to join us for our next 
meeting on Wednesday March 31 at the The Blue 
Gibbon (on Tennessee Ave. between Reading and 
Paddock, just off the Norwood Lateral). We’ll be 
gathering at 6:30pm. Reservations are required. 
Please RSVP by Monday March 29 to LaDonna  
Fritz. 
                                                 -Pamela Wilz 
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Can You See the Need?  
 Being able to see, or having access to eyeglasses,  
is something most of us don’t think a lot about.   
Imagine not being able to read medication instruct-
tions, your mail, the newspaper, or a good book. 
What if you couldn’t clearly see the trees, the sky, or 
a friend’s smiling face?  CAN YOU SEE THE 
NEED for helping others by providing new or no 
longer needed eyeglasses?  The Saturday Morning 
Chalice Group will be collecting reading and old 
prescription glasses during the months of April and 
May, following every Sunday service.  Please take a 
moment to search your desk drawers, cabinets, or 
wherever you may find old or unused glasses around 
the house, office or car.  If you have none at home, 
discount and drug stores often sell packets of glasses 
for a very low price. They’ll make a great donation! 
Our goal is big – we want to join together and collect 
500 or more sets of glasses.  We know we can do it - 
Please help! We also welcome eyeglasses cases and 
chains that hold glasses around the neck.  Please 
bring any unwanted prescription or reading glasses to 
a Sunday service during the months of April and 
May.  You’ll find a donation table in the coffee area 
after Sunday services during those two months.  We 
know you can HELP SEE THE NEED. 
                                                                   -Jim Nunn 

 

Spring Auction at Northern Hills 
St. John’s members are invited to join your UU 
friends at Northern Hills Fellowship for their annual 
Spring Auction on Saturday April 17 starting at 
6:30pm. This year’s auction will be “A Night at the 
Oscars” and is a chance to fill your social calendar 
with dinners and parties; bid on a vacation get-away; 
sign up for tours, lessons, or other services; and buy 
fine woodcrafts, jewelry or other unique and useful 
items. There will be food, fun, a silent auction and a 
live auction. All guests will be entered into a special 
prize drawing just for guests. So mar k your calendar 
for  April 17 and plan to join us for a fun evening. 
All proceeds benefit Northern Hills UU Fellowship.  
                                         –Betsy Anderson of NHF 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Exploring UU Class 
Several times each year we invite visitors and 
frequent attendees to an orientation session about St. 
John’s and the history of Unitarian Universalism. 
The date this spring is Saturday April 10.This is an 
opportunity to share your spiritual journey, take a 
tour of the church, discuss some UU philosophy and 
history and learn about the programs and activities 
available at St. John’s. The session starts at 9:00am 
with coffee and conversation and ends about 12 or 
12:30 following lunch. Child care is provided if 
requested in advance. Call the church office at  
513-961-1938 or contact Kathryn McDonough to 
reserve a place and to let us know your dietary and 
childcare needs. Please RSVP by April 6 if possible. 
                              -The Membership Committee 

 

Church-wide Visioning Workshop 
for Children & Youth  
Religious Exploration Program 
Please consider joining us for a potluck/workshop to 
discuss the future of our Children & Youth RE 
Program. The workshop titled “RE Visioning  
for the Future” will be on Friday March 26 at the 
church. We’ll have a potluck starting at 5:30pm with 
the meeting from 6:30pm to 8pm.  Please RSVP to 
Josie Arens or Elizabeth Wilson. Plan to bring a dish 
to share. Childcare will be available if you let Josie 
know in advance.  The Friday night session is an 
opportunity for the entire St. John’s congregation to 
share their hopes and dreams of what they’d like our 
Children & Youth RE Program to look like. On 
Saturday, key stakeholders will meet to begin 
looking more deeply at Friday night’s input and start 
the process of planning our journey into the future. 
Please bring a dish to share and join us for this 
important work! Look for more details in the  
“RE-flections” column in this newsletter.  

                                                 -Elizabeth Wilson 

Social Justice Opportunity   
Volunteers are needed for a UU team working at 
“Repair Affair” on May 8. Join with other UUs to 
offer tangible, appreciated support in our own 
community. Jim Decker is working to put together  
a team of people to participate in People Working 
Cooperatively's (PWC) event. “Repair Affair” is 
PWC's annual spring volunteer event, providing 
home repairs and modifications that enable low-
income, elderly and disabled residents to remain 
safely in their homes. To get more information and 
sign up contact Jim Decker. 
                                                -Karolyn Schalk 
 

Bath Towels Needed 
St John’s has committed to providing 20 new or 
gently used bath towels for our homeless family 
guests we’ll host at First Unitarian Church this 
spring as part of the Interfaith Hospitality Network. 
(March 28-April 11 and May 23-June 5). These 
should NOT be deluxe, thick towels, but lighter 
weight, quicker-to-dry-out towels. First Unitarian 
has been able to convert space to install a shower 
and shower room convenient for our guests’ use, 
and we and the other partner congregations will 
supply the amenities. The only towels we need are 
bath size. You can bring towels in any Sunday 
through mid-March. We will be collecting these 
during coffee hour. If you have questions, please 
contact  Chris Reed. 
                                                             - Chris Reed 

 

All-Church Work Day 
Mark your calendars for Saturday May 15. That  
will be the day for an all-church work day being 
organized by the Thursday night Chalice Group. 
Volunteers will be gathering to do needed work 
around the church building. Stay tuned for more 
details coming soon.  
                                                             -Bruce Beisner 
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Among urselves 
 

Does Our Church Lobby  
Need a Facelift?  
Would you like to contribute ideas about how this 
space (Haehnle Hall) should look or how it might be 
used?  We’ve already heard from lots of you, but we 
want to make sure that everyone has an opportunity 
to offer an opinion.   Your involvement could be as 
simple as outlining your ideas in an email or you 
could work with others on a Haehnle Task Force.  
Please forward your input to a Board member or 
drop a note in the VP mailbox in Josie’s office. 
                                                         -Penny Shada 
 

Summary of the February 
Board of Trustees Meeting 
Decisions: 

As a result of an effective first six months of Interim 
Ministry with St. John’s, Rev. Denise Tracy was 
asked to serve a second year. She accepted the offer. 
The Sound Team will now be a part of the Property 
Council. Exception was made to general fee policy 
for the Fritz wedding. 

Discussions: 

We affirmed appointment of Sarah Loar Siebert as 
new Chair of the Committee on Congregational 
Concerns. Budgeting process for this spring will 
have more committee input. Stair Chair installation 
process is moving ahead after meeting city code 
requirements. Haehnle renovation project is seeking 
committee and congregational input. 
                        -Carol Fencl, Secretary to the Board 

 

Stewardship Sunday  
Sunday March 28 will be Stewardship Sunday. 
Please begin to think about what pledge you will 
make to financially support the life and work of St. 
John’s in the coming year. Look for more details in 
the next issue of The Reporter.  
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Join Up to Vote 
Sign the Membership Book no later than Sunday 
March 7 to qualify for voting rights at the June 6 
Congregational meeting when St. Johners elect a 
new VP/President elect, Directors for Administra-
tive, Community, Finance, Mission, and Property 
Councils to serve on the Board, two Fund Trustees, 
and two Nominating Committee members. 
                                                         -Howard Tolley 

 

UUA General Assembly 
The Unitarian Universalist Association’s 2010 
General Assembly will be held in Minneapolis, 
Minnesota on June 23-27.  Join thousands of UUs 
from across the United States. You’ll hear terrific 
speakers. There will be hundreds of entertaining 
programs and informative workshops. Anyone 
interested in attending as a delegate from St. John’s 
should contact Ann Schuur, Director of Mission 
Council. 
                                                             -Ann Schuur 

 
 

Thought  

f the Week 
 

“Whenever there is a meeting 
that summons us to our better selves,  
wherever our lostness is found, 
our fragments are united, 
our wounds begin healing, 
our spines stiffen and 

our muscles grow strong for the task, 
…there is ministry.” 

 
                         -Gordon McKeemon 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

  

 
 

 

 

RE-flections 
By Elizabeth Wilson  

Acting Director of Religious Exploration 

 
        This interim period in our congregational life seems to be  
the right time to open our hearts and our minds to new possibilities 
for our Children & Youth Religious Exploration (RE) program at  
St. John’s. On behalf of the RE Committee, Rev. Tracy, and myself, we invite and encourage our  
entire congregation to participate in a very important “RE Visioning for the Future” Workshop on Friday 
March 26 from 5:30-8:00pm. You need not have children in our program to participate. We strongly 
encourage all members to attend to offer suggestions and ideas on how we can nurture and strengthen this 
important programming so vital to our church’s sustainability.  
      Friday night’s session will be led by Barbara Weber, a Heartland District Lifespan Program 
Consultant. Barbara, a former longtime DRE for the Miami Valley UU Church, is a wonderful leader who 
has dedicated her life to promoting and sustaining healthy UU religious education.  The session will begin 
with a potluck in Krolfifer from 5:30-6:30pm, followed by a 90-minute Visioning workshop. We hope to 
see you there! 
 
     Thank you, thank you, thank you!!!! to Angie and Samantha Dewald for their incredible work in 
cleaning out the Craft Closet; to Beth Molinario and Shelley McKinley for helping with childcare on short 
notice; to David, Alexandra and Hannah Wilson for their help in setting up Krolfifer for First Sunday; and 
to the entire RE Committee for their continued dedication to our program (Connie Prairie—Chair, Nancy 
Colegrove, Angie Dewald (new member!), Jay Guenther, Marty Harrington, Melanie Malaviya and Cynthia 
Villacis.  
 

RE Greeters Schedule: 

March 7: Jay Guenther; March 14: Open; and  March 21: Melanie Malaviya. 
 

RE  Volunteer Opportunities Available: 
Saturday March 13: Partner Church Dinner. Volunteer opportunities are still available! Youth help in 
the kitchen is especially needed on Saturday night. We also need a few adult helpers for the children’s 
dinner running concurrently in Rosa Parks. Contact me, Connie Prairie, or Mary Darner if you’d like to help 
this worthy cause. 
Ongoing: RE Greeters needed for every Sunday. Contact Nancy Colegrove or Elizabeth Wilson if 
interested in helping with this simple, 20-minute commitment on Sunday mornings! 
 
Thank you for bringing your kids to church and thank you for involving them in RE. Please feel free to 
share your thoughts/ideas on how we can improve the experience for your children/youth. You can  
contact me at 513-961-1940. My office hours are Tues/Wed/Thur 9am-2pm. 
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Church Calendar 
 

Sunday March 7 
     10:00am: Adult Re Forum 
     10:00am: Knitting for Peace 
     11:00am: Community Worship Service 
           and Children's Church 
     1:00pm: Music Series Concert  
     1:00pm: Great Decisions Class 
     6:30pm: Esme's Vigil 
     6:00pm: Men's Group (all church event) 
     6:00pm : Settled Minister Search Committee  

Tuesday March 9 

     10:00am: Yoga 
     7:00pm: Intro Teachings of the Buddha 

Wednesday March 10 

     5:30pm: Memorial Service for Curt Miller 
     6:30pm: Executive Board Meeting 
     7:00pm: Chalice Group (Strong) 

Thursday March 11 

     10:00am: Meditation 
     6:00pm: Tai Chi 
     7:00pm: Choir Rehearsal 
     7:00pm : Chalice Group (Brooks) 

Friday March 12 

     2:00pm: Proverbs of Ashes 
     7:00pm: Partner Church Dinner Set Up 

Saturday March 13 

     12:00pm: Partner Church Dinner Set 
Up/Cooking 
     6:00pm: Partner Church Dinner  

Sunday March 14 
     10:00am: Adult Forum 
     10:00am: Nominating Committee 
     11:00am: Community Worship Service 
          and Children’s Religious Exploration 
     12:30pm: Non Violent Communication 
     12:30pm: Town Hall Meeting 
     12:30pm: Young Adult Group 
     1:00pm: Great Decisions 
     6:00pm: Settled Minister Search Committee 
 

 

Tuesday March 16 
     10:00am: Yoga 
     7:00pm: Young Adults Discussion & Action 

Wednesday March 17 

     5:00pm: eNews Deadline 
     6:30pm: Board of Trustees Meeting 

Thursday March 18  
     10:00am: Meditation 
     5:00pm: Reporter Deadline 
     6:00pm:Tai Chi 
     7:00pm: Choir Rehearsal 

Friday March 19 

     6:00pm: Lively After Fifty Dinner 
     7:00pm: Food For Thought Potluck & Movie 

Saturday March 20 

    10:00am: Chalice Group Facilitators 
    3:30pm: Art Reception (Surber) 

Sunday March 21 

    9:30am: Choir Rehearsal 
    9:45am: PR Committee 
    10:00am: Adult Forum 
    10:00am: Knitting for Peace 
    11:00am: Community Worship Service 
          and Children's Religious Exploration 
    12:30pm: Stewardship Lunch & Training  
    12:30pm: Adult RE Registration & Bookstore 
    4:00pm: Earth Spirit Ostara 
    6:00pm : Settled Minister Search Committee 

Tuesday March 23 

    10:00am: Yoga 
    7:00pm: The Hunger Games Book Discussion 
    7:00pm: Chalice Group (Luerssen) 

Wednesday March 24 

    5:00pm: eNews Deadline 
    6:30pm: Caring Circle 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 


