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Sunday Community Worship Services begin at 11:00am. Childcare is 
provided for infants and toddlers. Religious Exploration classes are 
offered for older children.  
 
Sunday November 2 at 11:00am 
 “ Fighters and Lovers”                           
 the Rev. Dr. Frank Carpenter 
This is both the Sunday before the election as well as an important holy 
day in the Universalist calendar, All Souls Sunday.  It’s a time to 
remember your ancestors; if you wish you may bring a picture of 
someone for the Chalice Table. Also, if you wish to have a loved one 
remembered in the service, please give the church office their name and 
relation to you. 
 
November 9 at 11:00am 

“ Be Ye Transformed”                            
the Rev. Dr. Frank Carpenter 
From born again Christianity to New Age spirituality, religion is often 
about transformation, conversion, salvation.  How do you get there from 
here?  And where is ‘there,’ the celestial land?  Living as we are told over 
and over again, in transformational times, shall we also be transformed? 
 
Sunday November 16 at 11:00am 
The UUA’s Peacemaking Statement of Conscience 
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Contemporary Worship Services are held on the 3rd Sunday of each 
month in Krolfifer Hall beginning at 9:00am. Childcare is provided.  
 
Sunday,  November 16  9:00am 
 “Learning to Love the Unknown” 
service leader: Omope Daboiku  
Want less stress?  Learn to appreciate the unknown!  We will have 
special LIVE music for this service.  
 

 
Minister 
  The Rev. Dr. Frank Carpenter 

 Affiliated Minister 
  The Rev. Bonnie Meyer 

Minister Emerita 
  The Rev. Annie Foerster 

Minister of Music 
  Dr. Catherine Roma 

Assoc. Director of Music 
  Rachel Kramer 

Director of Religious 
Exploration  
  Omope Daboku 

Worship Coordinator 
   Omope Daboiku 

Office Administrator 
  Mary Jo (Josie) Arens 

Caretaker 
  J. Michael Skaggs 

Church Office 
   513-961-1938 

   stjohnuu@fuse.net 

Church Office Hours 
   Monday thru Friday    

   7:30am to 2pm 

Church Website 
   www.stjohnsuu.org 

Newsletter Editor 
  Bruce Beisner 

Next Newsletter Deadline 
   Thursday November 6 at 5pm 
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																																					by Rev. Dr. Frank Carpenter 
 
 
        The New York Times hasn’t called me about publishing the letter I sent them about what Warren 
Buffet wrote, so I’ll share it with you here: 
 
        In his op-ed today, Mr. Buffet writes, "Over the long term, the stock market news will be good."  
Perhaps because I am a minister, I recall J. Maynard Keynes' remark, "In the long run, we are all dead."  
  
        Mr. Buffet is betting that nothing significant is changing in the American and global economic 
system.  Of course, that is exactly what is at stake.  
  
         For many of us, what is occurring is a global paradigm shift, not just in economics, but in a total 
understanding of the meaning of human existence. That shift is from materialism to spirituality. As the 
American and global citizen rejects his/her self-understanding as a consumer, all economic bets are off.  
 
         Risen from old Puritan stock, I don’t consider economics and spirituality as widely separate from 
each other.  Not news to you. The Puritan schtick was that you could tell you had God’s blessing if you had 
a lot of money: more money, more blessing. However corrupt that may have been, it has been totally 
trivialized by the consumerist attitude of the boy with the most toys wins. As the American Dreams is 
shaken at its roots, has not the time come to reframe it? 
 
           Is it not possible to reconceive life, not as a chase for economic wealth, but as overcoming the 
isolation which alienates us one from the other, building solidarity? Apparently living in an ownership 
society only means we are on our own.  True wealth and meaning might be accounted more the number of 
friends and relationships, not the belongings we own.    
 
          Many families track of their children’s growth by marks along a doorway at each birthday. As we 
grow older, we know longer grow taller.  How do we grow?  And how do your track your improvement?   
                           
                                                                                                                       Peace, 

                                                                                                     Frank 
 
 
 
Our Mission: St. John’s is committed to creating a safe and caring community, working  
for and social justice, and celebrating beliefs that respect freedom of thought.   
We are pleased to be designated a Welcoming Congregation by the Unitarian Universalist   
Association, and as such we honor and value the racial, cultural, economic, religious,  
physical ability, sexual orientation and gender diversity of our members and visitors,  
young and old.   
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Tickets for St. John's Rockin' Luau go on sale 
November 2.  This is a major fundraiser for the 
church’s  operating budget, with sign-ups for 
great parties and gatherings in members' homes 
offered for a set price per seat. Rockin' Luau 
tickets are only $12 per adult; children are free.  
Feel free to invite friends-this party will be fun 
for all, featuring delicious pulled pork and beef 
brisket along with limbo dancing, island music 
and piñatas!  You won't want to miss out, so buy 
your tickets today! 
                                                 -Wanda Crawford 
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On Friday November 7 we will be watching 
“Taxi to the Dark Side” beginning at 7pm in 
Krolfifer. Just days after an Afghan taxi driver 
picked up three passengers and never returned 
home, he wound up dead at Bagram Air Base, 
killed by injuries inflicted by U.S. soldiers. 
Interviews, news footage and firsthand reports 
provide a gripping look at the case and the Bush 
administration's policy on torture.  This film won 
the Oscar for best documentary in 2008.  Feel 
free to bring your own chairs for comfort.  A 
discussion will follow the showing.  Contact 
Karen Miller with questions. 
                                                             -Karen Miller 
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The LAFs (Lively After Fifty) will be dining out 
together as usual on the 2nd Friday in 
 November.   This time we will meet at The Four 
Seasons (4609 Kellogg Avenue) for dinner at 
6:30pm on Friday November 14. Newcomers are 
especially encour-aged to attend.  Reservations 
are required by Thursday Nov- ember 13.  Please 
contact Jan Hay for more information and RSVP.  
                                                           -Jan Hay                           
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All members and friends, adults and children, are 
welcome for the Social Time every Tuesday. Each 
week a slightly different food arrangement will be 
announced. This is followed by classes/activities 
occurring at the same time in different rooms: 
Tuesday October 28 
   Social Time 6-7pm: Soup and Bread - (reservations 
   requested, no charge - basket for donation) 
   Activities 7:15-8:45pm: 
   Dharma Reader - Downstairs in Rosa Parks  
   Evensong - Downstairs in Darwin 
Tuesday November 4 
   no social time before activities due to Election Day 
   Activities: YADA (Young Adult Discussion and  
   Action)  -upstairs in Wells Room at 7pm 
   Chalice Group (Luerrsen) - downstairs in Library 
   Evensong - downstairs in Rosa Parks at 7:15pm 
Tuesday November 11 
    Social Time 6-7 p.m.- Potluck - all welcome 
   Activities 7:15-8:45pm: 
   Cincinnati Art Wing  in Krolfifer Hall  
   Chalice Groups - O'Neill - Wells 
   Dharma Reader - Rosa Parks 
   Evensong - Darwin 
                      -Adult Religious Education Committee 
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A special New Activity has been added to the Tues-
day Community Night scheduled for November11. 
Stan Smith, a docent from the Cincinnati Art 
Museum, has agreed to return to St. John's to present 
the slide show he did for the Men's Group earlier this 
October. The topic is “The Art From The Cincinnati  
Wing.” The Cincinnati Wing was added to the 
Museum four years ago to feature art and crafts 
by nationally-known artists all of whom have their 
roots in Cincinnati. This emphasis makes it unique 
among the nation's museums.This presentation will 
take place in Krolfifer AFTER the potluck that  
night. Come hear about and see the works of the many 
artists who helped put Cincinnati on the artistic 
map in the 19th and 20th centuries. 
                                                            -Dick Fencl      
 

The Reporter,  October 26, 2008      PAGE 3 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



" �!�	������	��	���	��
���	
Adult forums are held downstairs in Darwin, and 
meet from 10am-10:45am on Sunday mornings. 
 
Sunday November 16-  “Relating to the Bible”  
led by Bruce Beisner. We’ll talk about how we 
personally relate to what many consider sacred 
scripture. What value does the Bible have for us? 
 
Sunday November 23– “Knitting for Peace” 
led by Debbie Combs, Do you enjoy knitting, 
crocheting, or other fiber crafts? We’ll discuss 
making hats and scarves for children from low-
income families or other projects of interest to the 
group. If you don’t have knitting needles and yarn, 
some will be available. Please contact Debbie 
Combs for information.  
 
Sunday November 30–“Can 31,000 Scientists Be 
Wrong?” led by Will Hamrick 
 
Sunday December 7–  “Draft Statement of 
Conscience on Peace,” led by Howard Tolley 
 
Note that there are no forums November 2 and 9. 
Frances May Brooks and Kathryn McDonough are 
teaching a 3 session class during this time period. 
                    -Adult Religious Education Committee 
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This month’s art display in St. John’s Haehnle 
gallery is “Naturescapes.” It features colorful oil, 
pastel, watercolor and colored pencil drawings by 
local artists Jan Sulkes, Sally Sisson Anderson and 
Marion Corbin Mayer. There will be an opening 
reception on November 2 from 1:30pm to 3:30pm. 
The show will be on display until November 30. 
                                         -Sally Sisson Anderson 
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There are still openings in the following two 
classes: 
 
Living in Balance- Class focuses on learning to live 
in harmony with your self. It will meet on Tuesday 
evenings for four sessions, Nov. 18 to Dec. 9. For 
more information, talk with Nina Tolley or e-mail 
AdultRE@stjohnsuu.org. 
 
Talking to Strangers- In August the course 
Spiritual Hospitality: Talking to Strangers which 
was develop-ed here at St. John's became a program 
offered thru the UU Council. The workshop is being 
offered to UU congregations and other faith 
communities at a cost of $2 per person. Due to the 
generosity of an anonymous donor, the course will 
be offered free of charge here at our church for St. 
Johner's who wish to attend the Nov. 18 session.  
To register, contact Karolyn Schalk or email to 
AdultRE@stjohnsuu.org. 
 
End of Life Issues- The following sessions will be 
held at First Unitarian Church, (Linton & Reading 
Rd.)  Registration is helpful but not necessary. 
Adultre@stjohnsuu.org. We can only contact you 
with any last-minute changes if you  have 
registered. 
             End of Life Issues - Legal Issues: 
For 31 years, Elder Law Attorney Greg French has 
been helping families plan for disability and death 
through will, trusts, powers of attorney, and health 
care directives.  In this program, he will offer advice 
on these critical matters as well as address 
the means of obtaining and paying for health and 
long-term-care in ways that maximize family 
resources. Greg has chaired the Elder Law 
Committees of the Ohio State and Cincinncati Bar 
Associations and serves on the Board of the 
National Academy of Elder Law Attor-neys.  Come 
prepared with all your legal questions. This program 
promises to be beneficial for partici-pants of many 
ages. Saturday November 15 from 
10am to noon   Facilitator:  Jan Connelly  
      Dealing with Death and Dying with the Family:  
An open discussion of people's experiences - things 
that worked and things that were a 
problem. Saturday December 6, 10-11:30 a.m. 
Facilitator: Nina Tolley.  
                     -Adult Religious Education Committee 
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The first soup and bread luncheon last Sunday raised 
$335 for our partner Unitarian church in 
Nyaradszentlaszlo, Romania. This money will help 
fund the Bread for the Elderly Program in that 
congregation. Thank you to everyone who attended 
and a special thank you to those who  
directly helped with the lunch: Diane Antestenis, 
who organized the lunch; Julie Mitchell, Tom 
Darner, Meg Harman, Nina Tolley, and Wanda  
Crawford, who provided the special soups; Greg 
Terhune and Bo Wachendorf who helped with set up 
and take down; David Koehnke for taking the 
money; Connie Prairie for making the wonderful 
brownies; Mike and Ann Rundle for their expanded 
coffee set up and help with the dishes; and to any 
others who helped but have not been mentioned. 
The next soup and bread lunch will be on Sunday 
November 16, so mark your calendars now and plan 
on attending. The next meeting of the Friends of 
Szentlaszlo will be on Monday night \ November 10 
at 7 pm at the church. Please join us if you'd like to 
learn more about the Friends program and the many 
activities we have with our partner church. Note: 
Pictures have just been received by e-mail showing 
new shingles being placed on the roof of the bell 
tower and on parts of the main church roof in 
Szentlaszlo. This work is funded, in part, by your 
generous contributions during our annual 
Transylvania dinner. 
                                  -The Friends of Szentlaszlo     
 

��� ��	��##��	'����	
Coffee hour hosts for Sunday November 2 are: 
PeteAsman and Melissa Orr 
Coffee hour hosts for Sunday November 9 are:  
Dani Powley, Kathy Rentz and Dave Rentz 
Coffee hour hosts for Sunday November 16 are: 
Rick Prairie, Connie Prairie and Karen Miller 
Sign-up for coffee hour hosts for Sundays in 
December 2008 and all of 2009 will be held on 
November 9, 16, and 23.   
                                             -Tracy Flanagan     
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News from Your Director of Religious Exploration 
by Omope Daboiku 
 
Thanks to all you RE allies who’ve supported this 
year’s programming by bringing your children, 
teaching, helping in classrooms, donating snacks, 
materials and the microwave (!) that appeared in the 
Wells Rooms.  Your dedication has kept the 
program stable while I transition into this awesome 
responsibility of maintaining tradition and planning 
enriching experiences for St. John families.  
As the festive end-of-year holidays swoop down 
upon us, please reserve December 5-6 as days to 
support the youth of our church and extend our 
hospitality to other city-wide UU families.  Our 
Voices of Variety will be featured in the upcoming 
UU Youth Choir Festival on December 6.  Dress 
rehearsal is Friday, December 5 from 7-8:30pm 
with approximately 50 youth and parents attending. 
 Concert call for Saturday is 9:15am; everyone will 
gather for the concert at 10am, followed by our 
annual “Breakfast with the Elves” at 10:45am.  So, 
this is how you can help: 
*  Help host rehearsal on Friday evening.  Meet 
other UU parents and provide hospitality at St. 
John’s.  Our RE budget (and my Buddy Card!) will 
provide pizza.  
*  Come on Saturday morning to support the Voices 
of Variety and be an appreciative audience member. 
* Bring food for the “Breakfast for the Elves” and 
help coordinate serving after the concert. 
 Please call or send an e-mail to confirm your 
participation.  Together, we can make wonderful 
day for our children. 
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The Caring Circle is the St. John’s ministry that 
provides support during times of life change and/or 
crisis.  The new co-chairs, Nina Tolley and  Kathryn 
McDonough are continuing a long tradition of 
listening for needs then making connections between 
those needs and our network of volunteers and 
resources. Nina and Kathryn hear of our community’s 
needs in many ways—Rev. Carpenter, Josie, 
individuals in the church community, directly from 
those who are requesting support….and from YOU.  
Anyone in the St. John’s community should feel  
free to contact Nina and/or Kathryn regarding any 
concern.   
In addition to our new co-chairs, the Caring Circle  
has added some new members who have brought 
wonderful energy to this caring group.  Current 
members are:  Nina Tolley, Kathryn McDonough, 
Diane Antestenis, Frances May Brooks, Kathy 
Laufman and Jennifer Richards. In addition to our 
committee members we have a number of ongoing 
support persons---our thanks to Sam Cauffield, Tom 
Darner, Barbara Hadden, Emily Hodges, Sylvia and 
Bob Mersfelder, and Rick Prairie. The Caring Circle 
is a great example of the inter-connected web of our 
St. John’s community.  We invite you to contact us if 
you want to become part of our work in any way, or  
if you wish to share a concern. 
                                                       -Kathy Laufman 
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Sign-up for coffee hour hosts for Sundays in Decem-
ber 2008 and all of 2009 will be held on November 9, 
16, and 23.  Be sure to stop in Krolfifer Hall after 
service any of these days to add your name to the list.  
If you can’t drop by, please feel free to contact Tracy 
Flanagan to let her know your choice of dates. 
                                            -Tracy Flanagan                 
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Sam Cauffield will be taking pictures for the new 
Picture Board on Sundays November 2, 9 and 16.  
They can be individuals, couples or families. Come to 
the Chapel right after the 11am service. 
                                                        -Sam Cauffield 
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The peace initiative approved at last April's con-
gregational meeting approved signage to identify St. 
John's commitment to non-violence. A proposed re-
design of the St. John's sign includes the word "peace" 
in 12 languages to appear on six of the sign’s eight 
panels. The layout posted on the bulletin board in 
Krolfifer can be viewed online by clicking on the 
Peacemaking Initiative at 
http://stjohnsuu.org/index.php/social-action. 
Following Sunday services through November 2 
members can indicate their views on the proposal in a 
poll at a table in Krolfifer Hall or by email to Howard 
Tolley. 
The planners considered and  
rejected for now the purchase  
of a small $700 Peace Pole with  
“May Peace Prevail on Earth” in  
eight languages for placement  
under the shade tree by the exit  
drive in combination with a  
bench for reflection. Whether or not “Peace” is added, 
the church must re-do the currently rusted, blemished 
sign and add “Universalist” to the church name. 
During broad consultations some expressed 
reservations about adding “Peace” language to the 
sign, but the majority favored doing so as a prominent 
display that clearly identifies our commitment 
enhanced by new lighting at night. The five pages 
posted and online detail the current and proposed 
layout with a translation legend. The Board will be 
asked to make a decision at its November meeting so 
that the sign can be upgraded in time for a national 
UU Peace Theology seminar at St. John's that Rev.  
Frank Carpenter has organized for March 7 in the final 
year of his ministry. 

                                  -Howard Tolley 
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Tuesday October 28 
     10:00am: Yoga 
     6:00pm: Social Time Soup and Bread RSVP 
     7:00pm: Committee on Ministry (COM)   
     7:15pm: Adult RE Evensong, Dharma Reader 
 
Wednesday October 29 
     8:30am: Staff Meeting 
     7:00pm: Program Planning Team (PPT)  
 
Thursday October 30 
     6:45pm: Adult Choir Rehearsal 
     7:00pm: Movie Screening (tentative)   
 
Saturday November 1 
     6:00pm: YRUU Movie Night (overnight) 
 
Sunday November 2 
     Daylight Savings Time Ends 
     9:15am: Being Liberal in an Illiberal Age 
     11:00am: Community Worship Service 
     12:15pm: Voices of Variety Rehearsal 
     12:30pm: Green Sanctuary Partners  
     6:00pm: Men's Group 
 
Tuesday November 4 
     Election Day 
     10:00am: Yoga 
     7:00pm: YADA Young Adults Discussion 
     7:15pm: Adult RE: Evensong 
    7:15pm: Chalice Group (Luersson) 
 
Wednesday November 5 
      7:00pm: Membership Committee 
     7:00pm: Program Planning Team (PPT)   
 
Thursday, November 6 
      5:00pm: Deadline for The Reporter 
      6:00pm: Music Committee 
      6:45pm: Adult Choir Rehearsal 
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During the election season it is important to 
remember that St. John's does not endorse a 
particular political party or candidate. We are a 
religious organization. By law we may only endorse 
or sponsor specific action on issues. Events held at 
and sponsored by St. John's should not be used as 
forums for partisan politics. Members of the St. 
John's staff, Board, and others in leadership 
positions within the congregation are asked to be 
thoughtful in their expression of political preference 
so that personal opinion and endorsement are not 
assumed to be those of the congregation at large. 
Our message of radical hospitality also calls us to 
go beyond partisan lines. 
                                             -the Executive Board 
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by Josie Arens, St. John’s Office Administrator 
 
The new People Books should be back from the 
printer for you to pick up a copy on Sunday  
November 2.  If are not able to attend services and 
you need for me to send you a copy please email me 
at stjohnuu@fuse.net or call 513-961-1938 and 
leave a message. 
Just a reminder that daylight savings time starts 
November 2. Don't forget to reset your clocks 
(“fall” back 1 hour) before going to bed on Saturday 
night November 1.  
I will be out of the office on Wednesday Novem- 
ber 25 (vacation day) and Thursday and Friday 
November 26 and 27 for the Thanksgiving  
holiday. 
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“Do not be confirmed to this world, 

but be transformed  
by the renewing of your minds.” 

 
                                       -Paul’s Letter to the Romans, 12.2 

                             
 
 

 

 


