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Community Worship Services  

Community Worship Services and Children’s Religious Exploration 
begin each Sunday at 11:00am. Child care is available.  
 

 

Sunday October 4 at 11:00am 

“The Spiritual Emerson” 

the Rev. Denise Tracy 
      We will begin a four part sermon series on the Concord Movement 
that changed the world. This first Sunday will focus on Ralph Waldo 
Emerson, the founder of and the theorist of Transcendentalism. 
 

Sunday October 11 at 11:00am 

“In Defense of Marriage?” 

Guest speaker: Becky Johnson 
       This Coming Out Day, we will celebrate all the healthy and 
powerful ways people live and love. Marriage equality is, arguably the 
justice issue of our time, but why? The church is a place where  
we are expected to support one kind of relationship over others,  
today let us instead stand on the side of love with our Unitarian 
Universalist counterparts around the country! 
 

Sunday October 18 at 11:00am 

“Into the Woods: Thoreau” 

the Rev. Denise Tracy 
      Henry David Thoreau was the person  
who put Transcendentalism  
into practice.  
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  the Rev. Denise Tracy 
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Minister’s Musings             
                                                                   from Rev. Denise Tracy                                                                    
 
Dear Friends, 
 
My Father used to say that worship may happen on Sunday but it's power lasts  
all week.  When I would talk to him on Sunday afternoons he would often ask  
me if my Sermon was good enough to last until the next one.  What he meant  
was, would people keep thinking and referring to it all week long, until the  
next Sunday? 
 
When I plan worship that is my goal.  I want worship to be smart, sensitive, nourishing and powerful.   
I want it's depth to touch the mind, the heart and the spirit.  I want you to leave church and spend the  
power of your worship experience all week long. 
 
Most of us lead very busy, demanding lives.  We have relationships, activities, interests as well as issues and 
crises... we also have all kinds of interactions as we live day to day.  I hope as you live through your week 
that you will carry the spirit and nourishment of our Sunday morning worship with you.  A phrase from the 
sermon, a line from the reading, a bar or two of music, the look on the face of a child, the hug of  
a friend, the light on the walls or the sculpture… all these are the ways we a nourished by our worship and  
all these are gifts of our faith.  There are few things more essential to life than being in worship on Sunday.   
The message of our faith needs to be nurtured in every one of us...so we can spend its power in and 
throughout our lives! 
 
As the old saying goes...see you in church! 
 
                                                                                                         Blessings, 
                                                                                                         Your Interim Minister 

                                                                                                         Denise 
 

 

 
Rev. Denise Tracy's Schedule and Contact Numbers 
cell  847-431-8282,   private line at church  513-961-1994,   home 513-376-6775 (in case of emergency)  
Office Hours are Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Thursdays 9:00am to noon, or by appointment 
 
 
Our Church Mission: St. John’s is committed to creating a safe and caring community, working for peace and social 
justice, and celebrating beliefs that respect freedom of thought.  
We are pleased to be designated a Welcoming Congregation by the Unitarian Universalist Association, and as such  
we honor and value the racial, cultural, economic, religious, physical ability, sexual orientation and gender diversity  
of our members and visitors, young and old. 
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pportunities 
& Invitations 
 

Adult Religious Education Classes 
Classes Here at Church: 
If you missed the signup at church, please contact 
Carol Fencl at adultre@stjohnsuu.org ASAP.  
There still may be room for you in one of our fall 
classes. Classes starting in October include Tai Chi, 
Non-Violent Communication, Cakes for the Queen 
of Heaven, and Love and Death. November classes 
include Mindfulness Meditation and Menu for the 
Future. See our website for more information. 
Remember, we also have the drop-in Sunday 
morning Adult Forums before church, as well as  
the drop-in UU Roots that will be held the first 3 
Sundays of November after church. For UU Roots, 
we’ll be viewing a different segment each Sunday of 
a portion of our UU history, as seen through the eyes 
of some of our well-known denominational speakers. 

Classes Online: 

If you are not able to participate in classes at the 
church, you may want to go to the website at 
www.clf.uua.org/learn to enroll for an online course. 
These are presented by the Church of The Larger 
Fellowship. Two are free: Our Chosen Faith and The 
New UU. Other classes offered this fall for a charge 
of $40 each are: New England Transcen-dentalism as 
a Living Legacy (11/2-12/14)  Light Year: Seasonal 
Writing for Spiritual Focus (10/19-12/14) and Full 
Spectrum Joyfulness (10/19-12/7). 
                                    -The Adult RE Committee 

 

LAFS (Lively After Fifty) Dinner 
The next LAFs dinner will be on Friday October 9 at 
6:30 at the Blue Gibbon (1231 Tennessee Ave in 
Paddock Hills). Vivian Kline is in charge of sign ups 
so please contact her to make your  reservation by 
October 7. Does LAFs stand for Lively after Fifty?  
I hope we will be on October 9!  
                                                     -Vivian Kline 

 
St. John’s Music Series Concert  
The first concert of the 2009-2010 Music Series 
will be on Saturday October 3 at 8pm. The program, 
titled “This Land Was Made for You and Me: A 
Tribute to Woody Guthrie” will feature Jake Speed 
and the Freddies, with the MUSE Women’s Choir 
and Mike Oberst. Single tickets are $15 (single 
ticket admits one adult with one child) and are 
available at the door or by calling the church office 
at 513-961-1938 or via email at 
music@stjohnsuu.org .  
                                                -Clare Wagner 

 

30s & 40s Group Outing 
The 30s & 40s Group is taking a trip to the Ohio 
Renaissance Festival in Harveysburg. This is a 
family-friendly event. We’re planning to meet in 
the St. John’s parking lot at 10am on October 24 
and carpool to the site, which is about an hour’s 
drive away. Jousting, medieval crafts, drama, 
comedy, “feats of death-defying balance, juggling, 
magic, and more!” Feel free to wear a costume. 
Bring money for souvenirs and food, and dress for 
the weather. Tickets are available at the site or 
online at www.renfestival.com. We’ll leave the 
festival grounds around 5pm and be back to St. 
John’s around 6pm. If you’re planning to come, 
please let Pete Asman know. 
                                                    -Pete Asman 

 

Green Sanctuary Film on Oct. 9 
Green Sanctuary Partners will be showing a 
marvelous new film about the courageous life and 
phenomenal work of Rachel Carson: “A Sense of 
Wonder!”  This adaptation illustrates her mighty 
dedication in reporting the dangers from all the 
pollution she kept on finding, while having to deal 
with the distortions, slander and outright lies of the 
corporate and political entities resisting the 
“inconvenient truths” she kept on discovering, in 
her scientific studies! Join us Friday October 9 at 
7pm at the church. Bring healthy snacks to share!   
                                                   -Mira Rodwan 
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Upcoming Adult Forums 
You are invited to join us each Sunday at 10:00am in 
the Darwin Room for our Adult Forums.  
Sunday October 4:  A Valuable Resource: Your 
Local Library:  Christian Sheehy from the Public 
Library of Cincinnati and Hamilton County will be 
joining us to talk about library programs and to 
provide an update on the library funding situation. 

Sunday October 11: Peter Morales and The Four 

Challenges Facing the UUA:  New UUA President 
Peter Morales has said: “The need for liberal religion 
in our country right now is just enormous . . . And  
we live in a society with forces of fear and ignorance 
and greed that lead to hatred and exploitation, 
marginalization and terrible destruction of the ability 
of our planet to sustain life.  And yet, this need not 
be the case.  We can change this.  I am completely 
convinced that we can change this.”  All are 
welcome to join us on October 11 as Ann  
Schuur shares a DVD presentation 
about Rev. Morales’ life, and his  
Four Challenges Facing the UUA. 
Let's learn more about our new  
denominational president and  
discuss our thoughts about his plans for the UUA.  
                                                            -Pamela Wilz 

 

Coffee Hour Sign Up 
We will be signing up 2010 coffee hour hosts in 
Krolfifer after services on Sundays October 11, 18 
and 25.  Hosts are still needed for this December as 
there is no one currently scheduled for that month. 
On the whole, the first year for this new procedure 
went well. There were some challenges with some 
no-shows but overall you made this system work, 
and with some refinements it can be better.  So, think 
about dates that will work for you and make this 
commitment as important as any other.  
       -Tracy Flanagan, Community Council Director 

                 and Kim Stein, Coffee Hour Coordinator 
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Taste of St. John’s Kickoff 
The annual Taste of St. John’s will kick off the 
holiday season this year.  Keep your calendars free 
on Saturday evening November 21 for an all-church 
dinner. More information to follow, but start thinking 
now about dinner parties you’d like to host, services 
you might offer and raffle items you would like to 
donate.   Fill out a donation form and we’ll post and 
advertise any offering scheduled prior to the all-
church dinner party.  All others will be posted as 
usual in a silent auction during this holiday event. 
Check the easel in Haehnle Hall for donation forms, 
sign ups and expanding information.   
                                                        -Penny Shada 

 

Partner Church Soup & Bread 
Lunch on October 11 
Save the date! Partner Church Soup and Bread 
Lunch on Sunday October 11. Stay after church and 
join us for great soups and community. You will be 
helping to support our partner church in Szentlaszlo, 
Romania. One Sunday each month from October to 
February, we offer these lunches to raise funds to 
support a bread program for the elderly in the 
village. Adults $5, Children $2.50. We always need 
help for soup donors, set up and clean up. Please 
volunteer an hour of your time.  
                                           -Friends of Szentlaszlo 

 

Knitting for Peace 
Do you enjoy knitting or crocheting or do you want 
to learn how? If so, join the Knitting for Peace 
group. We meet every other Sunday morning from 
10:00 until 10:45 am in the library. Last year we 
made hats and scarves for local school children and 
some made afghans for a hospice group. We had a 
good time chatting, knitting and learning from one 
another. The group will meet again this year on 
October 11 and 25, November 8 and 22, and 
December 6 and 20. All skill levels and ages are 
welcome. Supplies are available. For information 
call Debbie Combs. 
                                                        -Debbie Combs 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

  

 

 
 

Among urselves 
 

Summary of Board Meeting 
September 16, 2009 
Decisions: 
1. Approved the official breakdown of Interim 
Minister’s salary package. 
2. The policy for the request for funds for other than 
staff (4.9.1) was changed to allow for easier payment 
of utilities and benefit payments in the absence of the 
Finance Council Director. 
3. Approved procedure to allow Settled Search 
Committee a special account with two members of 
that committee authorized to access the allocated 
money, with appropriate checks. 
4. Approval of the Board Covenant which details 
how we will work together during the year.  
Other:  
Staff Resignation: Custodian Michael Skaggs  
has resigned as of October 1. Bill Surber will fill in 
until the end of the year, with some additional help 
from Mike during the transition. 
DRE Computer: needs to be replaced 
Minister's Report:  Denise Tracy, our Interim 
Minister, reported on her plans for the coming year 
and discussed this year of transition. The Transition 
Team members who are helping her are the same 
persons as who were on the Interim Search 
Committee: Nina Tolley, Barbara Hadden, Tracy 
Flanagan, Winnie Goodridge, Karen Heaster and 
Waltke Paulding.  
Discussion:  With the decision by the Fund Trustees 
that the $8000 for the expenses of the Settled Search 
Committee could be handled as a Special Project 
from the Legacy Fund, the Board discussed how to 
handle any possible reallocation of budget expenses 
for the current church year. This will be discussed at 
a Special Congrega- tional Meeting.  
Date of the Special Congregational Meeting will be 
Sunday October 18. 
              -Carol Fencl, Secretary for the Board  

 

 

              $    The Finance Corner    $ 
   Budget for 2009-2010                         $247,000 
   July-August Income 
         Pledges                                            $45,266 
         Plate and donations                             1,662 
         Fundraisers                                             603 
         Other                                                   1,778 
                                                                 $49,309 
   July-August Expenses 
         Building and utilities                        $5,128 
         Salary                                                27,100 
         UUA dues                                           2,394 
         Other                                                   2,277 
                                                                 $36,899 
 
Financial updates (balance sheets and income 
statements) are posted on a bulletin board to the 
right of the office door following each Board of 
Trustee meeting. Reports from the Fund Trustees are 
posted quarterly.   
Dues for the UUA, the Heartland District and the 
UU Council of Greater Cincinnati are dispersed over 
the entire year. We have budgeted $14,868, which 
represents 75% of our obligation. Amounts assessed 
are based upon the number of members reported as 
of February 1 each year.  
                           -The Finance Committee 
 

 

St. John’s Photo Board 
Sam Cauffield will be taking pictures of new 
members and anyone else who wants to update 
photos for our photo board on October 4 and 11  
in the chapel adjacent to the sanctuary. 
                                 -The Membership Committee 

 

Sunday Coffee Hosts 
Coffee hour hosts for October 4 are: Frank Meyer, 
Marion Corbin-Mayer and Rob Mayer 
Coffee hosts for October 11 are: Don Cowan, 
Virginia Kelly and Betty Lou Brett. 
                                                            -Kim Stein  
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RE-ally! 
By Ompoe Daboiku 

Director of Religious Exploration  

 

Welcome back, everyone!  Our new church year has 
begun and we in RE are looking forward to a high 
energy year as we welcome our Interim Minister, Rev. 
Denise Tracy.  Her experience as a seasoned 
storyteller and prolific author brings new life to Story 
Time, as she directs words of wisdom specifically 
designed for our children’s spiritual needs.  This is 
also the Turning Time –returning to school rhythms 
with sports, homework, band and medical 
appointments squeezed in between.  The Earth, too, is 
moving into a new cycle as the weather cools and the 
rain pulls the leaves from the trees.   This is time of 
lengthening darkness as we approach Fall Equinox 
and anticipate Winter Solstice.   
What are your memories of autumn as a child?  Did 
you look forward to new pencils and old friends?  One 
of my fondest memories is of our annual Fall Festival, 
complete with clowns, wacky games, candy apples 
and cake.  Well, you can recharge those memories and 
help make new ones for your children by helping plan 
and attending our Super Games Night Fall Fest and 

Potlach on Friday October 30 from 7-10pm.  In the 
spirit of our Native ancestors, we encourage everyone 
attending to bring gently used items from home to 
give away in a prize exchange; when you win a game, 
you choose an item from the exchange table.  You 
may then exchange with others until everyone is able 
to leave with something they really like and need.  
Items can include books, stuffed animals, clothing, 
cool toys and games (with all their pieces, of course!). 
Thanks to our Final Friday Game Gurus for agreeing 
to share the evening with us. It’s going to be loads of 
fun and will take many hands to manifest.  Look 
forward to more details. Call Omope (to volunteer  
to work a booth, make cupcakes for the cake walk, 
sponsor some small pumpkins our children can design 
with markers or the makings for caramel apples.   
We also welcome professional pumpkin carvers, 
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jugglers and magicians.  Put the date on your 
calendar and come in costume!    
Also, don’t forget that our First Sunday Worship 
together will feature the children of our church, 
beginning with YRUU on October 4.  They’ll light 
the chalice, bring forth words of inspiration, listen to 
one of Rev. Tracy’s great stories, sing together and 
then move into Krolfifer where the same team will 
lead Children’s Church.  I was with the teens last 
Sunday and was inspired by their energy and 
commitment to creating something exciting;  Jay 
Guenther, Marty Harrington, and Karen Miller are 
our Youth Advisors, assisted by Jane Goetzman as 
creative consultant. The November First Sunday will 
feature our Middle-Junior High class lead by Bruce 
Beisner, Edie Holder and Diana Long. Thanks to all 
who shelter our children as they explore the nature of 
their spiritual path.  Your work is invaluable. 
 
 

 

From the ffice 
by Josie Arens 

St. John’s Office Administrator  

 

The deadline has passed for making any new updates 
to the People Book directory. Any updates that I 
receive now will not be included in the next version. 
I am starting the cut and paste up of the new People 
Book and hopefully the new edition will be available 
by October 18 or 25.  
Just a reminder that any written order of service 
announcements need to be to me by the Wednesday 
(11am) prior to the Sunday you want them in the 
Service.  
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

  

 
 
 
 
 

Settled Minister Search 
Committee Update 
We have posted a timeline in Krolfifer so that you can 
be aware of our process. Please come to any of us 
with questions and thoughts as they arise. 
We are so happy that so many of you have taken the 
survey. If you have not taken the survey yet, please 
budget the time soon. Deadline for online surveys is 
October 4. Surveys mailed to us must be postmarked 
no later than October 1. We are learning so much 
about who we are. 
Our next assignment is to communicate who St. 
John’s is to prospective candidates.  Do you have 
photos, articles, links, or digital images you could 
share?  There will be a basket in Krolfifer on Sunday 
where you can drop these.  Digital media can be 
emailed to Sharon O’Neill. 
          -Your Settled Minister Search Committee: 

                  Sharon O'Neill, Melissa Orr-Asman, 

         Jan Hay,  Jack Sherman, Douglas Striker, 

               Manuel Susarret and Cynthia Villacis  

 

 

Womenspirit at The Mountain 
“Sacred Play: Creating Justice for Women” will be 
held October 14-18 at The Mountain, our UU 
conference center in Highlands, NC. Registration 
closes October 7.  For more details about this 
particular group and their fall gathering, visit 
www.uuwomenspirit.org or talk with Carol Fencl.   
                                       -Carol & Dick Fencl 

 

Deadlines to Remember 
Newsletter Deadlines are every other Thursday at 
5pm.  All submissions should be emailed to 
Bruce Beisner. The next Reporter deadline is 
Thursday October 8. 
eNews Deadlines are Wednesdays at 5pm. eNews 
submissions go to enews@stjohnsuu.org 
Submissions should be timely, only events in the  
next week. 
 
 
 
 

 

Music Vivace 
by Dr. Catherine Roma 

St. John’s Minister of Music 

 

We are having a great time at Thursday night 
rehearsals. Why not come and join us? We are 
looking for tenors and basses, especially, but all are 
welcome. We start each week at 7pm. 
Soon we will be working on our holiday music for 
the December Winter Choral Service. We will 
perform twelve selections of magnificently choral 
inspired music from classical to contemporary.  
A complete list will appear in the next Reporter.  
We will have a full day at Grailville on Saturday 
November 7 for a rehearsal retreat.  
Do not miss the tribute concert to Woody Guthrie on 
Saturday October 3 at 8pm here at St John's. Jake 
Speed and the Freddies, MUSE, and Mike Oberst 
will perform works by Woody Guthrie and pieces 
inspired by him. You will have the opportunity to 
join in on a few Woody sing-alongs. Why not buy 
tickets for the whole concert series, only $60.00 for 
five great programs. Tickets are available through 
Josie in the church office and on the church website. 
 
 
 

Thought  

f the Week 
 

“Do not go where the path may lead,  
go instead where there is no path  
and leave a trail.” 
 
 -RALPH WALDO EMERSON 
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Church Calendar 
 
Tuesday September 29 

10:00am: Yoga 
 

Thursday October 1 

10:00am: Meditation 
6:00pm: Music Committee Meeting 
7:00pm: Choir Rehearsal 
 

Saturday October 3 

9:30am: Adult RE- Tai Chi 
10:00am: Chalice Group Facilitators Group 
8:00pm: St John’s Music Series Concert 
 

Sunday October 4 

9:30am: Choir Rehearsal 
10:00am: Adult Forum 
11:00am : Community Worship Service 
     and Children’s Church 
12:15pm: Voices of Variety Rehearsal 
12:30pm: Picture Taking for Member Board 
1:00pm: Non Violent Communication 
6:00pm: Men’s Group 
6:00pm: Settled Minister Search Committee  
  

Tuesday October 6 

10:00am: Yoga 
5:45pm: Community Potluck 
7:00pm: Adult RE- Cakes for the Queen 
7:00pm: Book Group  
7:00pm: Adult RE- Love and Death 
7:00pm: Young Adults Discussion & Action 
 

Wednesday October 7 

10:00am: Chalice Group (Hadden) 
7:00pm: Membership Committee 
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Thursday October 8 

10:00am: Meditation 
5:00pm: Deadline for The Reporter 
7:00pm: Choir Rehearsal  

 

Friday October 9 

7:00pm: Green Sanctuary Movie  
 

Sunday October 11 

9:30am: Choir Rehearsal 
10:00am: Adult Forum 
10:00am: Knitting For Peace 
11:00am: Community Worship Service 
       and Children’s Religious Exploration 
12:15pm: Voices of Variety Rehearsal 
12:30pm: Special Congregational Meeting  
12:30pm: Partner Church Soup & Bread Lunch 
12:30pm: Picture Taking for Member Board 
6:00pm: Settled Minister Search Committee   
 

Tuesday October 13 

10:00am: Yoga 
7:00pm: 30s & 40s Group Outing 
7:00pm: Adult RE- Cakes for the Queen 
7:00pm: Fund Trustees Meeting  
7:00pm: Adult RE- Love and Death 
 

Wednesday October 14 

6:30pm: Board of Trustees Meeting 
 

Thursday October 15 

10:00am: Meditation 
7:00pm: Choir Rehearsal 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


