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Sunday Community Worship Services

Community Worship Services and Children’s Religious Exploration
begin each Sunday at 11:00am. Child care is available.

Sunday May 9 at 11:00am

the Rev. Denise Tracy
A traditional Mother’s Day service.

Sunday May 16 at 11:00am
the Rev. Denise Tracy
Sunday May 25 at 11:00am

! " #
the Rev. Denise Tracy

Reflections on the poet Robert Frost. Music from the Frostiana
Series will be sung by the choir.

Coming of Age

As a culmination of their year of personal religious exploration and
discovery, our ninth grade youth will be presenting their personal
statements of faith during the worship services on Sundays May 9,
16 and 25. Please plan to come and support our youth as we celebrate
with them this passage of life.

Our Church Mission: St. John’s is committed to creating a safe and caring
community, working for peace and social justice, and celebrating beliefs

that respect freedom of thought.

We are pleased to be designated a Welcoming Congregation by the Unitarian
Universalist Association, and as such we honor and value the racial, cultural,
economic, religious, physical ability, sexual orientation and gender diversity
of our members and visitors, young and old.

Interim Minister
the Rev. Denise Tracy
Minister Emerita
the Rev. Annie Foerster
Minister of Music
Dr. Catherine Roma
Assoc. Director of Music
Rachel Kramer
Acting Director of
Religious Exploration
Elizabeth Wilson
Caretaker
Tim Johnson
Office Administrator
Mary Jo (Josie) Arens
Church Office
513-961-1938
office@stjohnsuu.org
Church Office Hours
Monday-Friday
7:30am to 2pm
Church Website
www.stjohnsuu.org
e-News
enews@stjohnsuu.org
Newsletter Editor
Bruce Beisner
bbeisner@advantext.com

Next Newsletter Deadline
Thursday May 13 at 5pm




Minister’s Musings

from Rev. Denise Tracy

Dear Friends,

On April 11th we had an extraordinary service of sacred music at St John's.
We had 310 people in worship, plus a choir of 50 and jazz musicians from New
York, Boston and San Francisco. The music was splendid. There were many
wonderful happenings that Sunday. Part of the wonder was the surprise that
such success can bring.

As a result of this worship experience, we have been thoughtfully and carefully processing the blessings
of such abundance. As we have been reflecting, we have had questions from different parts of the congre-
gation and we wanted you to have the benefit of our thoughts. | have asked Cathy Roma to share this
column with me---so the answers include the information gathered from the music as well as ministry staff.
In these type of discussions we work as a team.

First, The Vision. Cathy Roma last May, had a vision to celebrate the 100th anniversary of the birth of
jazz musician Mary Lou Williams...at St John's. The hope was to bring to us and to share with us the
important work that is being done in William's honor and memory. It was hoped to stretch our community
musically and enrich us all with the diversity of this experience. The choir started rehearsing the music
months ago. The music is complex and not what St John's singers are used to. We needed time to practice.

Second. The Cost. One half of the cost of every ticket to the St John's music series is put in a fund to
help pay for guest musicians and special programs. $2,750 from this fund was used to pay for honoraria,
travel, instrument rental and music. Another $2,000 was given anonymously to support this program.

Third. The Crowd. As a staff we work to prepare for a Sacred Music service. These are very popular
services. We had no idea how popular the program would be. By 10:45 the sanctuary was full and the seats
set aside for the choir were given away to the crowd waiting in the lobby. We had to print more programs
and some church members could not find parking or seats. We also did not anticipate going over until
nearly 1:00pm. The Sunday School dealt well with the extra time they needed to provide care for our
children.

Finally, we are talking about some things we might do in the future...video feed in Krolfifer, setting a
time limit on the amount of time a special program can take in a Sunday Worship Service, programs for
children on special Sundays etc...etc...\We are working to be able to respond to the good news we have
experienced. Jazz as a music form encourages us to be creative, to stretch our boundaries and to respond to
newness with flexibility and joy. We are trying to learn these lessons and more as we consider our
reflections from this worship experience.

We hope that this column helps to answer some of the questions we have heard from folks. If you have
other questions, please feel free to contact us.

Blessings,
Denise Tracy Cathy Roma
Interim Minister Minister of Music
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“Cpportunities
& Invitations

Lively After Fifty Dinner
The LAFS (Lively after 40-50 plus) will meet at
Slatt’s Pub in Blue Ash for dinner at 6:30 pm on
Friday May 14. All are welcome! Please RSVP
by May 11 to Chase Tonne.

-Chase Tonne

Food for Thought
Potluck and Movie Night

Please join us for the next in our series of thought
provoking evenings learning about the food
industry. On Friday May 21 in Krolfifer, we’ll
start with a potluck at 7:00. Please bring a dish to
share (preferably one that contains local and/or
organic ingredients). Beginning at 7:30 we will
be showing "The Real Dirt on Farmer John", the
award-winning true story of third-generation
American farmer John Peterson's hero's journey
of success, tribulation, failure and rebirth.

-Bo Wachendorf

Cincinnati Rollergirls
Interweave and St John’s new Young Adults
Group are collaborating on an outing to see the
Cincinnati Rollergirls on the evening of Saturday
May 8. Whether you're a member of one group or
the other ... or both or neither ... please plan on
joining us! We’ll plan on meeting at 6:30pm at
Cincinnati Gardens (2250 Seymour Ave). There is
a drop-off location just in front of the Gardens on
the sidewalk at the base of the stairs leading up to
the main entrance. This looks like it should be a
good place to meet. Please try to arrive no later
than 6:30 but if you arrive late and have trouble
finding the group, please give Greg Terhune a call.
Tickets for adults are $10 for adults, $5 for kids
ages 7-12 and those age 6 and
under are free.

-Greg Terhune

All Church Clean Up Day
on Saturday May 15

All members and friends
of St. John’s are invited
to participate in our
Spring Clean Up Day
Saturday May 15 from
9:30am to 3:30pm.
Volunteers will gather
to do needed work both inside and outside the
church building. Among the many tasks inside we
will be taking on are: cleaning the window wells,
inside and out for all the church RE school class
rooms; polishing the lovely wood chairs in our
sanctuary; cleaning light switches and door frames;
repairing the coat rack outside the Rosa Parks room;
using the carpet extractor to clean one of the
children's rooms; washing windows and taking
curtains down and taking them home to wash. This
will be a great opportunity for parents to work with
their children to help spruce up classrooms. Outdoor
tasks include: pruning, weeding, mulching and
transplanting. There’s much work to be done around
our church home, so you can sign up do work that
appeals to you and come for as long or as short at
time as you can. Look for the sign up table in
Krolfifer after the service on Sunday May 9.
You can also contact Bruce Beisner or Melissa
Orr-Asman to sign up.

- Bruce Beisner and Krysta December

St. John’s Men’s Group
The Men’s Group’s monthly dinner will be on
Sunday May 2 at 6 pm in Krohlfifer followed by
a video “Soldiers of Conscience” a PBS docu-
mentary about US service members in Irag and
Afghanistan who became conscientious objectors.
All men welcome for dinner at 6pm (RSVP to Tom
Darner) and for 7 pm program. Bruce Beisner will
speak to the group on Sunday June 6 about
preparing for UU Ministry.

-Howard Tolley
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Among :=urselves

From the Settled Minister

Search Committee
The Beyond Categorical Thinking Workshop led
by UU representatives Mary Esther Johnson and
Reverend Laurie Thomas proved to be both fun and
enlightening. Most of us surprised ourselves as we
considered briefly what life could have been like for
us had our ethnicity, gender, sexual orientation, or
physical capabilities been different. We also had
time to reflect on scenarios about the selection of
our next minister and about how open-minded we
will be when confronted with these real life situa-
tions. Over 60 of us had a relaxing lunch, organized
by Howard Tolley and the Men’s Group. The Young
Adults Group, YADA, facilitated set-up and clean
up. Rev. Tracy helped us prepare the service. Pete
Asman and Pete Altekruse were at the ready with
sound. In this case, many hands made fun work.
We left feeling encouraged and grateful to our guests
and to each other. The workshop was another step
forward in selecting our next minister. We know
more about ourselves and who we want to welcome
to St. John’s. Thanks everyone!

—Jan Hay, for the Search Committee

Honorlng Our Veterans
Our worship service on Sunday May 30 (Memorial
Day weekend), will honor the lives of those who
have served our country. Members of St. John's will
share reflections from their past military service and
how it transformed their lives. We will remember the
soldiers of past conflicts and those currently serving
around the world and reaffirm our vision of a world
community with peace, liberty and justice for all. If
you have served in the military and would like to
share a story during the service, please contact
Bruce Beisner.

-Bruce Beisner
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Scheduling for the Coming Year
Monthly calendars for the months of July 2010
through June 2011 are now posted on the wall in
Krolfifer Hall. Committees and others can now enter
information about events occurring in the new fiscal
year. There is a poster with instructions next to the
monthly calendars. People should enter event details
in pencil. We encourage people to also submit a
“calendar inquiry form” to Josie to cover these
events, particularly if a specific room is desired.
The calendar will be kept up through May.

-Tom Darner and Josie Arens

Goodbye. . .

On Sunday, May 2, we will bid farewell to Jennifer
Lowry, who has done a marvelous job caring for our
youngest UUs in the Infant-Toddler room. While it
will be hard to say goodbye, it is also a time of great
joy for Jen. She is graduating from Xavier University
on May 15 with a degree in Early Childhood
Education. That’s not the only big news in Jen’s life.
. .she’s also getting married the following week,
May 21, to Brad Schilling! Jen and Brad plan to

live in Louisville where Jen will seek a job teaching
children in the PreK-5" grade range. We are grateful
to Jen for her dedication and enthusiasm and wish
her all the best in the future!!

...and Hello!

Beginning Sunday, May 9, we will be welcoming
Sara Haines as a new child care provider for our
infants and toddlers. Sara pitched in and helped
provide assistance during a few Sundays in March
and April and she’ll be a great fit in Jefferson!! Sara
loves children. . .especially her nieces, Hailey (age 6)
and Brianna (age 9 mos.), who are the love of her
life! Sara is a graduate of Xavier University with a
degree in Theology and minors in Religious Educa-
tion and Peace Studies. Sara currently works at the
Intercommunity Justice and Peace Center and aspires
to be a religious educator. An avid runner, Sara will
be running in her fifth marathon, the Flying Pig, on
May 2. Please join me in welcoming Sara!

-Elizabeth Wilson



A Song of Praise

for Our Unsung Hero
The unsung hero award is awarded to a person
who quietly, efficiently and without calling
attention to their self, gets stuff done. Not once or
twice, but over and over. Just like at your house
there are a lot of things that need to be taken care
of here at St. John’s day-today. Winds blow, and
tree limbs fall. Heavy furniture needs to be moved,
roof leaks to be plugged, thermostats to be
programmed week-to-week. We also have to staff
the village to raise all our UU kids. Our 2009
unsung hero has done all this and more. When
there’s no OWL program work to do, you can find
him here every Monday fine-tuning our spiritual
home. Whether it’s going mano a mano with the
diseased drinking fountain, troubleshooting an
electrical system problem, or taking the time to
match unmarked keys with RE room doors, our
2009 unsung hero Stan Loeb takes the time and
extra effort to keep things working better around
here.

-The Nominating Committee

The Caring Circle
Dr. Martin Luther King said,
“Life's most persistent and urgent question is,
‘What are you doing for others?”
The mission of the Caring Circle at St. John’s is
to support a culture of caring within the church
community. This mission is accomplished by
offering support to members and friends in need,
such as transportation, meals, phone calls, notes
and cards, and other acts of caring on a short-term
basis. If you are aware of someone who may
benefit from these services, please contact
Caring Circle mem-bers Nina Tolley or Kathryn
McDonough or Josie Arens in the church office.
If you would like to offer your services occasion-
ally, please contact any of the committee members
or call the church office.

-Kathryn McDonough

Appreciation from The Board

$% & " O & %
“The Board of Trustees would like to congratulate
and thank the members of YRUU, their advisors, and
all the others who made this year's youth
service such a success. Your message on how our
food is produced and, in particular, the use of
genetically modified seeds obviously required
much preparation. We and the others at your service
learned much from your presentation. You are an
important part of our church family, and
we want you to know how proud we are of each of
you and of your work. Again, thank you for the
wonderful service.”

$%
“On behalf of all the members and friends of St.
John's, the Board of Trustees wishes to thank Cathy
Roma, Rachel Kramer, the members of the
St. John's choir and all the others who made this
year’s spring choir concert such a “jazzy” and roaring
success. Your creativity and hard work resulted in
the performance of one of the most entertaining and,
in many respects, one of the most important choir
services ever heard at St. John's. Your celebration of
the music of Mary Lou Williams continues our legacy
of outstanding music with a message of openness to
new ideas and openness to our community. Again,
thank you for your hard work and this outstanding
performance.”

-The Board of Trustees

$ Financial Corner $
Congregational hearings for the proposed St. John’s
2010-2011 budget have been scheduled for Tuesday
May 18 at 7:00pm and Sunday May 23at 12:30pm
in Krolfifer.Please plan to meet with members of
the Board of Trustees and your Budget and Finance
Committee to ask questions and make suggestions.
-Penny Shada

The Reporter, May 2, 2010 PAGE 5




RE-flections

By Elizabeth Wilson
Acting Director of Religious Exploration

Summer Religious Exploration:

Our church decided years ago that it was important
to have year-round RE. It’s important that families
and children feel welcome and cared for all year
long. But that commitment does present some issues.
Our “regular” RE classroom teachers agree to teach
for 9 months and, because many of them teach year
after year, they need the summer months to relax,
renew, and refresh “their batteries.” With various
other activities and travel plans, our RE attendance is
sporadic too. For these reasons, the RE Committee
decided several years ago to move to a model of
offering guided activities for ages PreK-4" grades
during the summer in Rosa Parks. Older kids are
welcome to join us and participate along with the
younger kids and/or serve as helpers.

However. . .in order for this programming model to
work, we need VOLUNTEERS. At our recent RE
Visioning Workshop, we identified a need to rebuild
our RE volunteer base. For those of you interested in
working with children and may be new to RE or just
don’t have the time for a 9-month commitment,
volunteering to teach for a session or two during the
summer would be a wonderful gift to our families!!

I will provide an Activity Plan and will schedule
helpers. If you have a special skill you’d like to share
with our kids (drama, art, science, music, crafts,
etc.), feel free to develop your own Activity Plan.
Contact me if interested. Sign up sheet will be
available soon in Krolfifer during coffee hour.

Caring for Our Community:

Looking for a way to reinforce our 7 Principles with
your kids—and have them take pride in their church
home? How about volunteering your family to help
with “St. John’s Clean Up Day” on Saturday May 15
from 9:30am-3:30pm? All kinds of tasks are avail-
able for all kinds of ages! Contact Bruce Beisner
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or Melissa Orr-Asman,or see the sign up table in
Krolfifer during coffee hour on May 9.

Important Upcoming RE Events

Mark these upcoming events on your calendar:
Sunday May 9: Coming of Age, Part 1. David
Connell and Sophia Dewald.

Sunday May 16: RE Sunday and Coming of Age,
Part 2. Erin Long and Jo Ellen Pellman.

Sunday May 23: Coming of Age, Part 3. Daniel
Holder.

Thank you, thank you, thank you...

to my tireless “cleaning buddy,” Angie Dewald;

and to all who donated for the RE Teacher
Appreciation Breakfast on Sunday May 2.

Thank you for bringing your kids to church and
thank you for involving them in RE. Please feel free
to share your thoughts/ideas on how we can improve
the experience for your children/youth. My office
hours are Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Thursdays
9am-2pm. You can contact me at 513-961-1940.

Peace Poetry Contest

The Barbara Mandigo Kelly Peace Poetry Awards
are an annual series of awards to encourage poets to
explore and illuminate positive visions of peace and
the human spirit. The Poetry Awards include three
age categories: Adult, Youth 13-18, and Youth 12
And under. The deadline for submissions is

July 1, 2010. For more details, you can visit
www.wagingpeace.org/menu/programs/awards-&-
contests/bmk-contest/index.htm



Peace Task Force

St. John's celebrated the second anniversary of
the Congregation's April 27, 2008 Peace Pledge
by hosting a Peace Church network of Quakers,
Mennonites and Brethren for a Saturday brunch
featuring an extraordinarily moving talk on
restorative justice. See the social action bulletin
board or the church website for a copy of the Peace
Pledge and accompanying statement of principles,
and legend of the peace in twelve different
languages on the St. John's sign. This October will
mark the eighth anniversary of the weekly Women
in Black peace vigil on Central Parkway.

This Mother’s Day, May 9th, 2010 is the 140th
Anniversary of the call by Julia Ward Howe for all
women to join together for peace. Her 1870 Peace
Proclamation will be read at 1 pm on Mother’s Day
around the nation including at Clifton and Ludlow
by the Burnet Woods fountain. The Clifton event
will feature remarks by Peggy Logue, author of
SKIN IN THE GAME: Journey of a Mother and Her
Marine Son,. She will share how it feels to have
"skin in the game” based on personal experiences as
her Marine son served with Lima Co. 3/25th in
Irag in 2005. See www. facebook.com/group.
php?gid=305517271720

The UUA Commission on Social Witness
Statement of Conscience will be voted on in June at
General Assembly, and several recommendations
made by St. Johns were incorporated as part of the
effort to affirm the right of conscience of pacifist
members and those who favor the use of military
force in self defense and for humanitarian
intervention. The video "Soldiers of Conscience"

a PBS documentary about US service members in
Irag and Afghanistan who became conscientious
objectors is available for personal viewing or group
showing on request from Howard Tolley.

On June 27 the Peace Task Force will lead a
worship service of homilies on key themes --
compassionate communication, balancing justice
with mercy, peace vigils, peace with mother earth,
and anti-slavery work in Cincinnati.

-Howard Tolley

Summer Camp Opportunities
for Children and Youth

Our UU friends at Northern Hills Fellowship will
be hosting their second annual “Chalice Camp”
this summer. This camp for children (ages 3 to 10)
will run from July 19 to July 22. This year’s
program will center on evolution and how it is tied
into the responsible search for truth and meaning
and the interdependent web of life. Chalice Camp
will run each day from 9:00am to 1:00pm. Cost
will be $30 per child for all four days. For more
information, visit the Northern Hills website at
www.uunhf.org or call the NHF church office at
513-931-6651.

Homeadow Song Farm is a homestead that actively
promotes experiential learning through integration
of practical work, artistic experience and celebra-
tion of community. They are currently working with
Rudolf Steiner’s indications for bringing cultural
renewal in the areas of land stewardship, animal
husbandry, education, and social responsibility.

To learn more about summer opportunities at
Homeadow Song Farm, visit
www.homeadowsongfarm.com or contact

Vicki Mansoor at 513-542-1745, ext. 2.

From the i=ffice

By Josie Arens
St. John’s Office Administrator

I am looking for office coverage (someone to check
phones/messages) for the following summer days
when | will be out of the office on vacation: July 7,
8. 14, 15 and August 10, 11, 12.Please contact me
at office@stjohnsuu.org or 513-961-1938 if you
would like to volunteer. Thanks!
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And the N.=zminees are...

Candidates for the St. John’s Election on June 6, 2010

At the annual Congregational Meeting on June 6, members of St. John’s will elect the Vice President,
Secretary and five Council Directors to the Board, two Fund Trustees, and two members of the Nominating
Committee. Absentee ballots will be available for those unable to attend the June 6 Congregational
Meeting. Once again this year, the Nominating Committee has arranged for the incoming Vice President to
perform the responsibilities of the Finance Council Director in the year prior to becoming President. In
accord with the Bylaws, nominations for the general election are now closed. If necessary, the Finance
Council vacancy could be filled by a candidate nominated by the Committee for Board approval to serve
until the June 2011 election. Incumbents remaining on the Board for their second year include Penny
Shada, incoming President, and Religious Development Council Director Melanie Malaviya. The
Nominating Committee of Howard Tolley (Chair), Wanda Crawford, Jim Decker, Sylvia Mersfelder and
Penny Shada ex officio greatly appreciates the candidates’ willingness to serve St. John’s in this time of
transition.

Jim McDonough - Vice President/President Elect (Two Years)

| began attending St. John’s in the late 1980s with my wife Kathryn. | became a member in 1992. We
continued attending St. John’s while we live in Batavia for 10 years. We returned to Clifton to be closer to
our family and church. | served as a member of the Fund Trustees for two terms. More recently, | served
as a greeter, a member of the Partner Church group, a member of the Building Committee, a member and
chair of the Personnel Committee, a member of the Finance Committee, a member of the Contract
Committee, and chair or co-chair of the Pledge campaign twice. | have formal training as an MBA in
finance and have held several successful leadership positions at the University of Cincinnati which
required the management of both large budgets and large organizations. Kathryn and | have had a chance
to visit several other UU churches in our travels and are very aware of the extent to which they are open to
visitors. | would like to see St. John’s continue to increase our ability to welcome visitors and maintain
new members. | would like

to continue to build a financial base that will allow us to attract the best possible minister. This next year
will be a time to prepare for that new minister and will be critical to the long-term future of St. John’s. |
would like to play a role in that transition.

Tom Darner — Director of Administrative Council (One Year)

| joined St. John’s in 1988 when Mary and | and our children moved to Cincinnati from the Washington,
D.C. area where | had been the Assistant General Counsel of the U.S. EPA. Here in Cincinnati, | worked
at the EPA research laboratory as Laboratory Counsel. After 36 years of federal service, | retired in 2004.
At St. John’s, I’ve been involved in a number of programs and activities. The RE program kept me busy
for several years when | taught at three different grade levels, including YRUU. While teaching at the
junior high level, I started the Coming of Age program. Around that same time, | advocated for the
creation of a youth membership status. In 1994, Mary and | traveled to Romania and, after returning,
launched an expanded Partner Church Program. 1’ve been Chair or Co-Chair of the Partner Church
Program since that time. Other activities have included being on a ministerial search committee and
chairing the stewardship program. During the last several years, 1’ve enjoyed being a member of the choir
and recently started participating in the men’s group. In January of this year, | assumed the duties of
Administrative Council Director.



Carol Fencl — Board Secretary (Two Years)

I became a UU back in 1974 in Rochester, Minnesota. I've also belonged to the Eno River Fellowship in
Durham, North Carolina, but have been a member here at St. John's since Dick and | moved here in 1986,
almost 24 years ago! In that time | have served on a number of different committees and been involved in
my grandchildren's RE classes. For the last four years, | have worked as the Chair of the Adult RE
program. For the past two years, | have served as Secretary to the Board and would like to continue in this
position

for another term. This is an exciting transitional time for us, and | would like to continue to help provide
historic continuity with our rich past as we move into an exciting future preparing for our next stage with
a new settled minister.

Karolyn Schalk — Director of Community Council (One Year)

I have been a member of St. John’s since April Fool’s Day, 1995 and was raised as a UU in Palatine,
Ilinois. Since joining St. John’s, I’ve served the church in a variety of roles including: President,
Executive Vice President, Worship & Liturgy Committee, Adult RE, Board Secretary, Nominating
Committee, Membership Chair, coordinator for several Taste of St. John’s events, and chorister. I’'m
currently completing my final term as President of the UU Council of Greater Cincinnati. During my
tenure, the Council launched its website, devised a strategic framework to manage ongoing work, and
established a pattern of consistent support and collaboration with member congregations. | have spent the
past 15 years in various consulting or corporate positions, most recently as a Director of Information
Technology. | am currently looking for a new job. Although a self-described “big geek”, my undergraduate
degree is a triple major from Northern Illinois University in Communications, Philosophy and English,
with minors in Botany and Psychology.

| attended Penn State as a graduate student in Communications and received the highest possible ratings
from students as an instructor of general communication and public speaking courses. | left Penn State
without my degree because it seemed like more fun to move in with my husband Jim Decker when he was
attending grad school at the University of Illinois. (It was more fun: we got married in 1985 and have lived
in Cincinnati since then) Throughout my life I’ve looked for opportunities to create, learn and experiment
(I’'ve worked a deranged variety of jobs, everything from horse trainer to short order cook to computer
programmer) and published poetry and a book of card game instructions (Check out the website
HowStuffWorks.com to see my instructions on Whist!). I’ve been told that all my hobbies are work: to
relax | sew, garden, cook and invent exotic cocktails. But | also like to read and sometime just sit and
watch the world go by. In large part, | attribute my satisfaction in everyday life and the many successes
I’ve had in the world to the lessons and examples set by the principles of my chosen faith. Jimand | live in
the Cincinnati neighborhood Pleasant Ridge with our Pretzel Hounds Ripley and Arrow. Someday | hope
to be known as the mother of the famous Meredith Decker.

Krysta December — Director of Property Council (Two Years)

Krysta has served St. John's as a member of the choir, the Music Committee, the Reporter helpers, and
both participated and led Chalice Groups before becoming Director of the Property Council in her second
year at St. John's. She thought she had some experience with this sort of thing, having been Chair of the
Landscape Committee for a 64-acre co-operative with 442 co-owners and 95 buildings, but she was wrong.
The St. John's Board of Trustees positions are experiences for learning leadership skills and working with
top-notch people, and so Krysta is happy to be able to serve again.



Frances May Brooks — Director of Mission Council (Two Years)

I have been a member of St. John’s UU Church for 17 years. | served on the Board a few years ago as
Community Council Director, Vice-President and President. Denominational Affairs is part of the Mission
Council. | have attended one General Assembly and several Heartland District conferences. | have
participated in Social Action Committee Activities (New Orleans Rehabilitation, Prepare Affair Days) and
am a member of the Peace Making Task Force. | would like to see us increase our involvement in Social
Action.

Bob Mersfelder — Fund Trustee (Two Years)

I have been a member of St. John’s since 1958 and have served on the Board several times, as Treasurer
twice, as Fund Trustee one time and on various committees. Since retiring in 1982 from P&G where |
was a chemical engineer in Product Development, | have been earning a living by investing my assets,
mostly in the stock markets. | expect the learning from this experience will help me profitably manage the
various funds of St. John’s.

Dick Fencl — Fund Trustee (Two Years)

I have been a UU since 1963, serving in various roles at the different churches I belonged to, such as Board
Chair, Treasurer, Canvass Chair, Search Committee member, etc. | currently am completing a one-year
term as a Fund Trustee. My background includes an engineering degree and an MBA. Professionally, I
was employed for many years as a manager in P&G’s product supply system, working on various
consumer products as well as industrial chemicals and experimental products. While |1 am not an expert in
the field of investments, | do have a basic knowledge of the various common financial instruments. While
serving as a Trustee, | will work to assure that the funds entrusted to St. John’s are invested wisely and
used in accordance with the guidelines set forth by the Church’s Board of Trustees.

Greg Terhune — Nominating Committee (Two Years)

I have been a member of St. John's for 5 years. | served on St John's board for 2 years as the Community
Council Director, and currently serve as the Greeting Coordinator. As a greeter myself, | have had the
opportunity to meet many of those in the congregation. | think this familiarity with our congregation will
serve me well on the Nominating Committee to help me identify good candidates who can contribute to
the mission of St John's.

Bill Luerssen — Nominating Committee (Two Years)
I have been a member of St. John's for over 40 years. St. John's is extremely important in my life and |
have wanted to keep it strong for me and others through my efforts. As part of my past service to the
church, I have served on the Board multiple times, holding many of the

individual Board positions. | hope that this experience will
help me recruit strong candidates to carry St. John's
forward.

Please mark your calendar for Sunday June 6
and plan to attend the Congregational Meeting.




Church Calendar

Sunday May 2

7:00am RE Teacher Appreciation Breakfast

10:00am: NO Adult Forum today

11:00am; Community Worship Service

and Children's Church

12:15pm: GA Children’s Choir Rehearsal

6:00pm: Men's Group

6:00pm: Settled Minister Search Committee
Tuesday May 4

Primary Election Day (polling at St. John’s)

10:00am: Yoga

7:00pm: Book Discussion Group

7:00pm: Young Adults Discussion & Action
Wednesday May 5

10:00am: Chalice Group (Hadden)

5:00pm: eNews Deadline

7:00pm: Chalice Group (Prairie)

7:00pm: Membership Committee
Thursday May 6

10:00am: Meditation

6:00pm: Music Committee Meeting

6:00pm : NO Tai Chi today

7:00pm: Choir Rehearsal
Saturday May 8

10:30am: Chalice Group (Nunn)

10:30am: Coming of Age Rehearsal
Sunday May 9

9:30am: Choir Rehearsal

10:00am: Adult Forum

11:00am: Community Worship Service

and Children’s Religious Exploration

12:15pm: GA Children’s Choir Rehearsal

12:30pm: Young Adult Group

6:00pm: Settled Minister Search Committee
Tuesday May 11

10:00am: Yoga

7:00pm: Praxis Committee for Bruce Beisner

Wednesday May 12

5:00pm: eNews Deadline

6:30pm: Executive Board Meeting

7:00pm: Chalice Group (Strong)
Thursday May 13

10:00am: Meditation

5:00pm: Reporter Deadline

6:00pm: Tai Chi

7:00pm: Choir Rehearsal

7:00pm: Chalice Group (Brooks)
Saturday May 15

9:30am to 3:30pm: Church Clean Up Day

10:30am: Coming of Age Rehearsal
Sunday May 16

9:30am: Choir Rehearsal

10:00am: Adult Forum

11:00am: Community Worship Service

and Children’s Religious Exploration

12:15pm: GA Children’s Choir Rehearsal

12:30pm: Pathway to Membership

3:00pm: Charter of Compassion

6:00pm: Settled Minister Search Committee
Tuesday May 18

10:00am: Yoga

6:00pm: All Church Budget Hearing Meeting

7:00pm: Young Adults Discussion & Action
Wednesday May 19

5:00pm: eNews deadline

6:30pm: Board of Trustees Meeting
Thursday May 20

10:00am: Meditation

12:00pm: Leadership Development Comm.

6:00pm : Tai Chi

7:00pm: Choir Rehearsal
Friday May 21

7:00pm: Food For Thought Potluck & Movie
Saturday May 22

10:00am: Worship Group

10:00am: Coming of Age Rehearsal
Sunday May 23

9:30am: Choir Rehearsal

10:00am: Adult Forum

11:00am: Community Worship Service

12:30pm: Budget Meeting

12:30pm: Young Adult Group



Thought Tf the Week

“The great end of religious instruction
is not to stamp our minds upon the young,
but to stir up their own;
not to form an outward regularity,
but to touch inward springs;
not to impose religion upon them
in the form of arbitrary rules,
but to awaken their conscience
and their moral discernment.”

-William Ellery Channing



