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Sunday Community Worship Services  

Community Worship Services and Children’s Religious Exploration 
begin each Sunday at 11:00am. Child care is available.  
 

Sunday January 17 at 11:00am 

“We Shall Overcome” 

the Rev. Denise Tracy 
      In this service we will reflect upon the life and times of Martin 
Luther King Jr. and Coretta Scott King. What were their gifts?  How can 
we best understand and live them out? 

 

Sunday January 24 at 11:00am 

“Who Was St. John, Anyway?” 

the Rev. Denise Tracy 
      Built upon our evening of Tuesday January 12, where we’ll tell the 
story of St John’s, the congregation, what as an Interim Minister do I see 
that we need to attend to in our time together? 

 

Sunday January 31 at 11:00am 
“Taoism” 

the Rev. Denise Tracy 
      During the worship service I will tell you the story of how I came to 
practice Tai Chi, which I consider my central spiritual discipline and 
what gifts Taoism might have to offer liberal religion. 
 
 
 
 

 
      

 

Interim Minister  

  the Rev. Denise Tracy 

Minister Emerita 

  the Rev. Annie Foerster 

Minister of Music 

  Dr. Catherine Roma 

Assoc. Director of Music 

  Rachel Kramer 

Acting Director of  

Religious Exploration 

   Elizabeth Wilson 

Office Administrator 

   Mary Jo (Josie) Arens 

Church Office 

   513-961-1938 

   office@stjohnsuu.org 

Church Office Hours 

   Monday-Friday 

   7:30am to 2pm 

Church Website 

   www.stjohnsuu.org 

e-News 

   enews@stjohnsuu.org 

Newsletter Editor 

    Bruce Beisner 

    bbeisner@advantext.com  

Next Newsletter Deadline 

   Thursday January 21, 2010 
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  Minister’s Musings             
                                                                   from Rev. Denise Tracy                                                                                            
 
 
Dear Friends, 
 
      One of the primary roles of an Interim Minister is to bring the congregation  
together to reflect upon its story.  Asking, “Where have we come from?” and  
“What ties us together?”  and “What themes do we see as a group that can  
carry us into our future?” This Tuesday evening (January 12) we will be  
gathering to tell the story of St John’s.  We will reflect on where we came  
from, what unites us, and what our story means.  I know you have had other  
Interim Ministers. But each time there is a transition in professional leadership, 
 there is a need for reflection and unification. 
 
      Tuesday evening will be such a night. We will gather for soup and bread from 5:30-6:30pm.  Then  
we will have our St John’s History/Story Night from 6:30-8:00pm.  Childcare will be available for younger 
children.  The Transition Team and I have been working  together all fall and this will be the first of our 
programs for our part in the transition process.  Our transition time will ready you as a congregation, to 
welcome a new minister in 18 months or so. 
 
       Call the church office to let us know you are attending. (513-961-1938). You need bring nothing but 
yourself and your very bright and best ideas.  If you cannot attend, don't worry, you can add yourself to  
the Story in the next few Sundays.  I will be preaching on the Story of St John's on January 24.  My  
sermon title will be:  “Who was St. John, Anyway?” 
 
       I wish you a wonderful New Year.  Do put Sunday morning worship on your calendar, as often as 
possible.  Sunday morning worship is the heart and center of congregational life. In my opinion all else 
flows from the spirit of our community in worship. 
 
Blessings, 

Denise 
Your Interim Minister 
 
 
 

 
Rev. Denise Tracy's Schedule and Contact Numbers 
cell  847-431-8282,      private line at church  513-961-1994,       home 513-376-6775 (in case of emergency)  
Office Hours are Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Thursdays 9:00am to noon, or by appointment 
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pportunities 
& Invitations 
 

Celebrating Esme 
Choral Spectacular Concert 
Esme Kenney was just thirteen when she was 
murdered while jogging near her home.  She was a 
seventh-grade student at Cincinnati’s School for 
Creative and Performing Arts, a warm, loving, 
talented young woman who is deeply missed.   
Esme and her parents are members of St. John’s 
and on Sunday January 24 at 3:00pm, four choirs, 
who also call St. John’s “home”, will present a 
celebration concert at St. John’s in honor of 
Esme’s 14th birthday and as a fundraiser for a 
memorial glass sculpture to be installed at the 
Cincinnati School for Creative and Performing 
Arts. Featured in this choral concert will be 
Cincinnati’s Vocal Arts Ensemble, the MUSE 
Women’s Choir, the Cincinnati Men’s Chorus and 
the St. John’s Adult Choir. Under the batons of 
Donald Nally, Dr. Catherine Roma and Dr. Patrick 
Coyle, these ensembles will present choral music 
reflecting the vibrant life of Esme Kenney.  
In her memory, a glass sculpture is being 
commissioned for the new SCPA building. Sus-
pended above the third-floor atrium, beautiful 
colored glass orbs will float, catching the sunlight 
streaming through a wall of south-facing win-
dows.  SCPA students will work with the 
professional artist Jessie Henson (an SCPA 
graduate and working artist in NYC) to create  
the site-specific installation that will beautify  
the new SCPA building forever.  It will reflect 
Esme’s enduring sprit of joy and hope.  Tickets for 
the concert are $50.00 (additional donations 
accepted) and are available on the church website 
or through the church office. Only 250 tickets will 
be available, so get your ticket in advance.  
                                                -Rachel Kramer 

 
 

 
Interweave Potluck & Movie Night 
 Join us for a thought provoking evening learning 
about the food industry on Friday January 15 in 
Krolfifer. Potluck begins at 7:00. Please bring a dish 
to share (preferably one that contains local and/or 
organic ingredients). At 7:30 we’ll be showing “Food, 
Inc.” This documentary exposes some of the 
unsettling truths about the global food business. 

                                   -Bo Wachendorf 

 

St. John’s Music Series Concert 
Join Wild Carrot and the Roots Band on Saturday, 
February 6 at 10:30am for a kick-back, family-
friendly concert.  This “edutainment” program will be 
fresh and fun - something that both the young and 
young at heart will enjoy.  Pamela Temple and 
Spencer Funk will be joined by the Roots Band, 
Brenda Wolfersberger and Brandt Smith, Pam  
Temple and Spencer Funk are Wild Carrot.  This 
Cincinnati-based, award-winning group has what it 
takes to please all types of folk music fans.  Rooted in 
traditional American music, their repertoire branches 
in diverse directions: from award-winning original 
songs to swing, from traditional and not-so-traditional 
folk songs to show tunes and blues. They do 
interesting arrangements with vocals, guitar, 
mandolin, concertina, penny whistle, dulcimer and the 
occasional bowed psaltery.  Wild Carrot's entertaining 
and moving performances have something for 
everyone.  Their performances have often been 
described as "honest, soothing, uplifting and fun all at 
the same time", moving an audience from laughter to 
tears and back again in a way that makes the listener 
feel like they're in a conversation with old friends. All 
of this adds up to a performance that's been described 
as "seamless", "life-sized complex, subtle and 
powerful" and "a joy." Tickets are $15.00 (includes 1 
adult/1 child). $10.00 student w/ID and $5.00 children 
12 and under, and are available online, through the 
church office or at the door.  
                                               -The Music Committee 
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Knitting for Peace 

Please join us for knitting or crocheting of hats, 
scarves or mittens. Lately, we've donated items to 
Crayons to Computers, a free store for teachers with 
low income students. We'll meet Sunday mornings 
from 10:00 until 10:45 in the library on January 24, 
February 7 and 21, March 7 and 21, and April 11  
and 25. All skill levels and ages are welcome. This  
is a great way to improve your skills and meet  
others at St. John's. Call Debbie Combs for details. 
                                                   -Debbie Combs 

 

Share the Love! 
As part of a First Sunday project for February, our 
RE children/youth will be creating Valentines to 
send to St. John’s members who have difficulty 
attending services due to age and/or health issues. In 
order for this to be a success—and to keep costs 
down—I am looking for donations of supplies for 
homemade Valentines. Items such as stickers, 
doilies, glue sticks, ink stamp pads (I have the 
stamps), etc. would be dearly appreciated! See the 
donation box located by the RE Message Board  
near the front entrance. Thanks!  
                        -Elizabeth Wilson, Acting DRE 

 

Starhawk Anyone? 
Feminist Theologian Starhawk is the keynote  
speaker at a UU Women's Conference in Milwaukee 
Wisconsin from February 26-28.  Rev. Denise Tracy, 
our minister, is on the Planning Committee, if you 
would like more information.  The conference cost  
is $125 for the conference and home hospitality is 
available. 
                   -Denise Tracy  
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30s & 40s Group on Hiatus 
The Discussion Group for young adults in their 30s 
and 40s is temporarily on hiatus. Both Pete Asman 
and Krysta December’s work schedules have 
changed and they are unable to facilitate the group 
meetings for the time being. 
                                                              -Pete Asman 

 

Sound System Volunteer Needed 
The Sound Team could use another volunteer to 
share the duties on Sunday mornings.  The time 
commitment is minimal.  Just work in the rotation 
sequence of about once per month, with the need to 
be at St. John’s about 45 minutes before the service 
begins. We will train you on how to operate the 
system and the other tasks to be performed.  Join the 
fun, and make a “sound” contribution to the worship 
service. Talk to any of the Sound Team about the 
opportunity. 
                                                     -Dick Fencl 

 

Events at The Mountain  
The following programs are being offered at The 
Mountain, our Unitarian Universalist retreat center  
in the beautiful mountains of Highlands, NC. 
MountainCamp 2010 - A UU Summer Experience 
A residential camp experience broken down by age 
groups, for children and youth of all ages.  
Grandparent/Grandchild Camp- Spend a won-
derful week with your grandchild in June at an 
Exploritas (formerly Elderhostel) Intergenerational 
camp at The Mountain.  
Music at The Mountain- There are several music-
related programs in 2010 at The Mountain, including 
Mountain Institute for Social Change with Ysaye 
Barnwell “Building Vocal Community - Singing in 
the African American Tradition” on March 11-14. 
Chamber Music Exploritas (formerly Elderhostel) 
both July 9 - 12 and July 16-19. 
For more details on these offerings at The Mountain, 
visit the website at www.mountaincenters.org or talk 
with the Carol and Dick Fencl 
                                                          -Carol Fencl 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Taste of St. John’s  
Come one, come all to the Lunch and Auction on 
Sunday January 31 after church celebrating the 
singular gifts of all of our members and friends – 
the annual Taste of St. John’s!  Participate in a 
not- so- silent auction, conducted by our own Don 
Cowan. New items on the block include spring 
dinners, fall vacation retreats, a sewing machine, 
a family zoo membership, your choice of sermon 
topics and choral anthems, even an opportunity to 
direct the choir!  Adults -$5 for lunch, kids free 
and fun for all ages.      
                                                        -Penny Shada 

 

The Great Media Bazaar 
Sundays February 21 and 28 will be your oppor-
tunity to support St. John’s operating budget 
while picking up great bargains in donated CDs, 
DVDs, VHS tapes, and computer games.  Before 
then, bring in those abandoned and neglected 
electronic media items cluttering your shelves, so 
that others can purchase and enjoy.  Place them in 
marked donation boxes in Krolfifer and the coat 
room, then mark your calendars so that you won't 
miss the Great media Bazaar, sponsored by the 
Wednesday Morning Chalice Group. 
                                                          -Ted Chism  

 

 RE Greeters Wanted  
In an effort to be more welcoming to our visitors 
with families, the RE Committee is looking to 
recruit RE Greeters to help the DRE on Sunday 
mornings. The qualified candidate (!!) possesses a 
basic knowledge of our RE program, knows  
the locations of our classrooms (cheat sheet 
provided), and can work Sunday mornings from 
10:40am-11:00am. Are you a current or former 
teacher or helper? Are you an interested parent? 
Do you possess a charming personality and a 
ready smile? Or are you someone who just likes 
to help out? Then this simple 20 minute commit-
ment is just right for you!! Contact Melanie 
Malaviya to sign up. 
                                                     -Elizabeth Wilson 

  

Adult Forums 
Adult Forums are held at 10:00am on Sunday 
mornings before worship. Starting this month forums 
will be held upstairs in Krolfifer, just off the lobby, 
to make them more accessible and so that we may 
use the screen and sound system in that room. The 
display board at the entrance to Krolfifer will 
provide information about the topics to be discussed. 
The theme of the forums for January is Justice. We 
expect to use portions of the DVD set: Justice: 
What’s The Right Thing To Do, a popular PBS 
offering. Prof. Sandel of Harvard University 
provides real life questions related to morality and is 
very good at distilling the issues we will be 
discussing. We also expect to have a presentation 
from the Justice and Policy Center this month but do 
not know which Sunday yet. Because of the heavy 
workload at Justice and Policy Center, we have had 
difficulty scheduling a time but they have promised 
they will meet with us one Sunday this month. We 
will adjust our scheduled topics according to their 
availability. Check the eNews for the topic to be 
discussed the next Sunday. Registration is not 
required to attend a forum. We welcome all comers. 
Please enter Krolfifer quietly and be as prompt as 
possible. If you have any questions, please contact 
Ethel Ingalls or Pamela Wilz. 
                                                     -Ethel Ingalls 

 

Rising Star-Shining Star Recital 
Save the date! On Sunday February 14 at 1:30pm, 
we will have a special recital featuring the talents of 
St. John’s – both our young and established 
musicians will have the opportunity to perform! Join 
our “stars” for this recital on February 14 at the 
church. Admission is $5.00 for young and old!  If 
you are interested in performing or have any 
questions, please contact Associate Director of 
Music Rachel Kramer. 
                                                          -Rachel Kramer 
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Church Calendar 
 

Monday January 11 

     6:30pm: Friends of Szentlaszlo Meeting 

 

Tuesday January 12 

    10:00am: Yoga 
    7:00pm: History Night Transition Team Dinner 

 

Wednesday January 13 

    6:30pm: Executive Board Meeting 
    7:00pm: Chalice Group (Strong) 

 

Thursday January 14 

    10:00am: Meditation 
    6:00pm: Tai Chi Class 
    7:15pm: Choir Rehearsal 

 

Friday January 15 

    6:00pm: Interweave Potluck and Movie 

 

Saturday January 16 

    9:30am: Hopedale Board Retreat 
    10:00am: Chalice Group Facilitators 

 

Sunday January 17 

    9:30am: Choir Rehearsal 
    10:00am: Adult RE Forum 
    11:00am: Community Worship Service 
          and Children’s Religious Exploration 
    12:30pm: Adult RE Registration/Bookstore 
    12:30pm: Green Sanctuary Partners 
    1:00pm: Non Violent Communication 
    6:00pm: Settled Minister Search Committee  
 
 
 
 
 
PAGE 6  The Reporter  January 10, 2010 

 

 

Monday January 18 

    Martin Luther King Jr. Day 

    Church Office Closed  
 

Tuesday January 19 

    10:00am: Yoga 
    7:00pm: Intro Teachings of the Buddha 

 

Wednesday January 20 

    6:30pm: Board of Trustees Meeting 

 

Thursday January 21 

    10:00am: Meditation 
    5:00pm: Reporter Deadline 
    6:00pm: Tai Chi Class 
    7:15pm: Choir Rehearsal 
 

Saturday January 23 

    10:00am: Worship Group 

 

Sunday January 24 

    9:30am: Choir Rehearsal 
    10:00am: Adult Re Forum 
    10:00am: Knitting for Peace 
    11:00am: Community Worship Service 
          and Children’s Religious Exploration 
    12:15pm: Congregational Meeting 
    3:00pm: Memorial Concert for Esme Kenney 
    6:00pm: Settled Minister Search Committee   

 

Tuesday January 26 

    10:00am: Yoga 
    7:00pm: Chalice Group (Luerssen) 
    7:00pm: Intro Teachings of the Buddha 

 

Wednesday January 27 

    6:30pm: Caring Circle 

 

Thursday January 28 

    10:00am: Meditation 
    6:00pm: Tai Chi Class 
    7:15pm: Choir Rehearsal 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

  

 
 

Among urselves 
 

UU Association Denominational 
Social Action Issues 
St John’s can influence what topics will be studied 
as part of the UUA’s Social Witness Cycle.  This 
year congregations have proposed six 
Congregational Study/Action Issues (CSAIs) that 
will be placed on the Final Agenda of Gener-al 
Assembly 2010. UUA Bylaws require that no 
more than 5 may be placed on the final Agenda  
of GA. We have the opportunity to vote for which 
5 CSAIs we think should appear on the agenda.  
The 6 proposed CSAIs are:   

    Ending Slavery 
    Energy, Peace, and Justice 

    Immigration as a Moral Issue 

    Economic Reform: A Moral Imperative 

    Nuclear Disarmament 

    Revitalizing American Democracy 

A detailed description of each Study Action Issue 
is available for viewing online at: 
http://www.uua.org/socialjustice/issuesprocess/ 
currentissues/152637.shtml 
Descriptions of each CSAI will be posted in 
Krolfifer on January 10 and voting on the top  
5 CSAIs will be held January 17.  UUA Bylaws 
require a quorum of 25% of certified congrega-
tions to vote “Yes” for the five proposed CSAIs 
they think are the most important.  If you have any 
questions, please contact Ann Schuur. 
                                              -Ann Schuur 
 

Be Our eNews Editor 
Do you like the weekly eNews Update from St. 
John’s?  Then please thank Kari Olson for edit-
ing it this past year.  Are you willing to take over 
this important work?  Email Linda Heath .  
Thank you Kari! 
                                                        -Linda Heath  
 

 

 

 

Board of Trustees Meeting 
December 16, 2009 

Decisions: 

• A process to be used for requests for Special 
Projects from the Lorentz and Legacy Funds was 
adopted. It is posted on Financial Board near the 
Church Office. Basically there will be November 
and April deadlines for submitting project pro-
posals which will be reviewed by a subcommittee, 
prioritized and submitted to the Fund Trustees 
after review by the Board. Proposals are required 
to have member signatures in support of the 
request 

• Tom Darner was approved to serve as 
Administrative Council Director effective as of 
January 1 to fill out the first year of Waltke 
Paulding’s term. 
 Discussions: 

• Possibility of holding joint services with 
Northern Hills UU Fellowship this summer. 

• Snow removal for this church year 

• Rev. Denise Tracy reported on progress 
organizing the Stewardship Campaign for this 
year. Jim McDonough and Kari Olson will co-
chair the drive. The training will be March 21  
and the Pledge drive itself will go from March 28 
to April 15. 

• Krysta December reported on the results of 
her survey that 120 different individuals are in-
volved in some form of volunteer activity at St. 
John's. 
Reported back from the Town Hall meeting 

• Ethel Ingalls has volunteered to organize the 
books in the Church Library downstairs. 

• Rosina Janus has volunteered to be “Kitchen 
Czar”. A kitchen clean-up needs to be scheduled  
in the near future. 
                                                     -Carol Fencl,  
                                                      Board Secretary 
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News From Our Partner Church 
Szentlaszlo has a school bus! Rev. Kiss,the 
minister at our partner congregation in 
Nyaradszentlaszlo, Romania, reports that the 
village has finally obtained a small 16 seat bus that 
provides transportation for the children of 
Szentlaszlo to and from the middle and high 
school located some distance away.  The van is 
shared with three neighboring villages and was 
acquired by winning a grant competition.  The bus 
driver is paid by the village mayor.  Finding a safe 
and reliable mode of transportation for the 
Szentlaszlo students has been a major goal of our 
partnership.  The money sent to Szentlaszlo for a 
bus, some $9,000, as it turned out, was not needed 
to acquire the bus.  Nonetheless, it was the 
momentum of van project that got them “in gear”.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rev. Kiss reports that the money from St. 

John’s has been used, in part, to make crucial 

repairs to the church parsonage.  $5,500 has 
been used to replace the north wall of the 
parsonage which had been sinking.  This wall on 
one side of the bathroom and the kitchen was 
replaced after pouring a foundation over five feet 
deep.  A new floor was added in these two rooms 
with new plumbing in the bathroom.  Eight 
members of the congregation worked 26 days to 
complete this project.  The remaining money, 
$3,500, was used to continue the repairs to the 
church building itself.   
The repairs to the church, which started in 2008, 
will continue into 2010 although work has stopped 
now because of the winter weather.  The historic 
bell tower adjacent to church has had several 
beams replaced and the rafters and slats were also 
replaced.  The tower roof now has new shingles.  
Plastering has been done on the outside of the 
church.  Plastering on the tower will be completed 
later in 2010 as well as work on the windows and 
the floor.  For the first  
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time the combination dirt/wood plank floor will be 
replaced with a brick floor. 

The uncovered wall frescos are extremely 

valuable according to the professional restorer 

and his team.  On the wall at the far end of the 
sanctuary, restoration has revealed a fresco with the 
image of Christ with the Saints around him with the  
wise and foolish virgins on the ceiling above.  This 
fresco is thought to depict the times after the Last 
Judgment when, according to the Bible, a 1,000 
year peace will come.  The restorers have 
uncovered a date on the wall which is 1484.  Wall 
paintings around the nave are believed to be older.  
Work on the frescos will continue later this year.   
During the excavation work around the foundation 
of the church, workers uncovered human bones 
believed to be over 1,000 years old. It is believed 

that, prior to the construction of the current 

church, there was a basilica on the site dating 
back to the period of the Hungarian Kings of the 
Arpad House.  The House of Arpad led the first 
Hungarian invasion of what is now Transylvania.  
This was prior to the time of the arrival of the 
Szekely around 1200.  The Szekely were a Magyar 
people brought in to guard the area from the Turks.  
The people of Szentlaszlo today consider 
themselves to be Szekely.   
The leader of the excavation work, Zoltan Soos, is 
the head of the State Museum in Marovasarhely, a 
large university city 20 km from Szentlaszlo.  
Workers have uncovered an early Middle Age 
earthen kettle, “S” shaped hair pins and two coins 
(one being a fake).  These artifacts have been taken 
to the museum.  The basilica was 22 meters long.  
Basilicas from that time typically had one nave, two 
aisles which were lower in height than the nave, and 
one main sanctuary with rounded arch.  Only rich 
cities or rich monasteries could have afforded this 
kind of building.  Just two buildings of this type 
exist today in Transylvania.  The basilica in 
Szentlaszlo was probably the only one in the 
Szkeley region of Transylvania.  Workers have 
found a crypt from the 18-19th century in the 
sanctuary of the current church.  It is hoped that the 
excavations will continue later this year as the site 
is considered a very rare archeological find.  
(continued on page 9)  

 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

  

 
 

 
 

 
 

RE-flections 
By Elizabeth Wilson  

Acting Director of Religious Exploration 

 
Happy New Year everyone! While the hectic holi-
day season is winding down, we continue moving 
full speed ahead in our RE program. After 7 weeks 
of a variety of programming, we return to our 
regular RE class schedule for the rest of January. 
Last Sunday I led my first First Sunday program. 
The theme was “Peace” and your kids were just 
awesome! It was exciting watching the older kids 
helping our younger ones make peace pinwheels. 
That’s one of our goals of First Sunday worship—
providing meaningful and engaging opportunities 
for the kids to interact with one another outside of 
the standard class structure. The 4th-5th grade class 
provided the opening readings and lit the chalice 
for the Worship Service in the sanctuary under the 
leadership of class teacher, Barbara Tonne. They 
all did a super job, didn’t they?! Thanks Barbara, 
Elizabeth, Emily, Hannah, Heath, Julia, and 
Sydney! 
YRUU has been visiting local restaurants (“Melt” 
and “It’s Just Crepes”) in conjunction with their 
exploration of how food impacts people as well as 
the environment. Back in the fall, some of the 
youth attended Michael Pollan’s fabulous lecture 
at Xavier University. Bo Wachendorf came to 
speak to the group and plans are being made to 
attend the viewing of “Food Inc.” on January 15. 
There are a number of wonderful upcoming 
musical opportunities for our RE families to 
participate in: 
Sunday January 24 at 3pm: A concert celebra-
ting the life of Esme Kenney. (see page 3)   
Saturday February 6 at 10:30am: A family-
friendly concert featuring Wild Carrot and the 
Root Band. (see page 3) 
 

 
Sunday, February 14 at 1:30pm: Rising 
Star/Shining Star concert. Does your child/youth 
study an instrument (piano, strings, brass, voice, 
etc.)? Please contact me or Rachel Kramer about 
this exciting opportunity for kids to share their 
talents with our congregation. 
Thank you for bringing your kids to church and 
thank you for involving them in R.E. Please feel 
free to share your thoughts/ideas on how we can 
improve the experience for your children/youth. 
My office hours are Tuesdays. Wednesdays and 
Thursdays  9am-2pm. 
 
 

Partner Church (continued from page 8) 
Rev. Kiss reports that bread funded by St. John’s 
continues to be distributed to the elderly in his 
congregation.  The soup and bread luncheon held 
on January 10 will help us continue this funding.  
The next luncheon is set for February 14.  We need 
volunteers for this February 14 luncheon, people 
willing to make soup, provide bread or a dessert 
and people willing to help with set up and clean up.  
Help us continue this important program by 
contacting Tom Darner.   

St. John’s was honored to host the Rev. Robert 

Balint, his wife, Reka and their two children 

during the December 19-20 weekend.  Rev. 
Balint, a Transylvania Unitarian minister studying 
at the Starr King Seminary, was stranded with his 
family in Cincinnati while traveling by air from 
California to New England.  Linda Heath and Cliff 
Shisler befriended them, picking them up from the 
airport and hosting them at their home for the 
weekend.  The Balint family attended the St. John’s 
choir concert on the 20th.  One highlight of their 
stay was eating  Kentucky Fried Chicken in 
Kentucky, a request of Rev. Balint’s children.  
Thank you to Linda and Cliff for hosting them  
and representing us so well!  
             -Tom Darner, Chair, Friends of Szentlaszlo 
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Thought f the Week 
 
 
 

“The time is always right to do what is right.”   
 

                                                       –Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


