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Sunday Community Worship Services

Community Worship Services and Children’s Religious Exploration
begin each Sunday at 11:00am. Child care is available.

“Beyond Categorical Thinking”
the Rev Laurie Thomas and Mary Esther Johnson
As we engage in the process of searching for a new Settled Minister
for St. John’s, we can get caught up in comparing candidates to our
“picture” we can even forget what we hoped for in a minister. Our
service and the workshop to follow will examine the importance of
our openness to diversity. See page 3 for all the details.

“The Great Mother”
the Rev. Denise Tracy

We will look at the Goddess or Earth Based religions...
and celebrate spring...

St. John’s is committed to creating a safe and caring
community, working for peace and social justice, and celebrating beliefs
that respect freedom of thought.
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Minister’s Musings

from Rev. Denise Tracy

Dear Friends,

OLLY OLLY Oxen FREE! OLLY OLLY Oxen FREE! Remember the
calls across the yards in late afternoons and evenings? The lengthening
shadows and the crickets and cicadas calling? The words signified that
this phase of the game is over, almost everybody has been found and we're
on to what's next....”Come Home,” the children call! ;

Well, we have 83 of 175 stewardship units in and we're calling OLLY /
OLLY Oxen FREE! Time to come in! Time to be found! Time to include
yourself, time to be part of the game...

So far these 83 families have promised $168,000 in resources for next year. We have met two thirds
of our goal of $240,000. We are almost home...almost at home plate, almost safe, almost, we almost
have enough. So0o00o0....Get yourself in the game.

Be part of the people who help prepare St John's for its new future... you count more than you know.
If we all do our best, we can do AMAZING things. You have my thanks and deep appreciation if you
have responded already. If not, please RSVP, now....

OLLY OLLY Oxen free....

§

Blessings,

Denise
Your Interim Minister

Memorial Day Sunday: “This Is My Country”
Have you ever served our country in any branch of the service? What is your perspective on your service
and how do you understand serving in the military from your current life vantage point? The Worship Arts
group is responsible for providing one worship experience a month. Our next such worship service is the
Sunday of Memorial Day weekend. We thought we would ask people to tell their stories about service to our
country. If you would be willing to share, please call Denise Tracy or Pamela Wilz. If we have 4 or 5
people, each can speak for about 5 minutes. We are hopeful also that people will speak from their hearts so
we have different stories and different viewpoints. We will also be signing and sending cards to people we
know who are currently serving in the military. If you know of someone, let us know. We'll need their
address.

—Rev. Denise Tracy
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Cpportunities
& Invitations

Goddess Gathering
The next Goddess Gathering will be at 6:30pm
on Wednesday April 28 at Baba Indian restaurant
on Madison Avenue in Oakley. All women are
invited to attend. Please RSVP to Sarah Elmore
by Monday April 26.

-Pamela Wilz

Cincinnati Rollergirls
Interweave and St John’s new Young Adults
Group are collaborating on an outing to see the
Cincinnati Rollergirls on the evening of Saturday
May 8. Whether you're a member of one group or
the other ... or both or neither ... please plan on
joining us! The event starts at 7:00, but we’ll plan
on meeting at 6:30 at Cincinnati Gardens (2250
Seymour Ave). There is a drop-off location just
in front of the Gardens on the sidewalk at the base
of the stairs leading up to the main entrance.
This looks like it should be a good place to meet.
Please try to arrive no later than 6:30 but if you
arrive late and have trouble finding the group,
please give Greg Terhune a call. Tickets for adults
are $10 for general admission seating and $15 for
trackside seating. Tickets for kids 7-12 are just $5,
kids 6 and under are free.

-Greg Terhune

Coffee Hour Sign-Up
Coffee hosts are needed for June, July and August,
2010. This is easy and rewarding service, and a
great way to get to know members. Stop in
Krolfifer on Sundays April 18 and April 25 and
visit the table where the sign-up sheets will be
available. And, many thanks to you, Rosina Janus,
for agreeing to be the new coffee coordinator.
-Tracy Flanagan
Community Council Director

Beyond Categorical Thinking
“Will the new minister hear me? Will my concerns
and needs be met? Will the minister understand
what I’'m living with? How will the community
respond to our minister?”’
In answering these questions, a picture of the
“ideal minister” (categorized by age, gender,
gender identity, nationality, physical ability, race,
and sexual orientation) comes to mind. With this
picture in place, it can be easy to unintentionally
exclude ministers who fall into certain categories.
At times, as we get caught up in comparing candi-
dates to our “picture” we can even forget what we
hoped for in a minister. On Sunday April 25, St.
John’s will participate in the Beyond Categorical
Thinking workshop offered by the UUA for
congregations involved in the search for a new
minister. The Settled Search Committee invites all
congregation members and friends to the workshop
and lunch which is free and provided by our Men’s
Group. This follows the service and should last for
about two and a half hours. Child care will be
provided. The selection of a minister is important.
The Beyond Categorical Thinking workshop is
another opportunity for everyone in our congrega-
tion to be a part of that process.

-The Settled Search Committee

Peace Task Force Brunch
On Saturday April 24 at 10 am, the St. John’s
Peace Task Force will host the quarterly brunch
for the local network of peace churches--Quaker,
Mennonite, Brethren and UU. The Peace Church
Network will provide the main course (egg dish)
and St. Johners will provide juice, coffee, fruit and
rolls etc. The brunch will be followed by a talk by
Melanie Snyder author of Grace Goes To Prison:
An Inspiring Story of Hope and Humanity and
will offer her perspective on our criminal justice
system. All St Johners are invited. Child Care is
available. Please RSVP to Nina Tolley.

-Nina Tolley
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All Church Clean Up Day
on Saturday May 15

All members and friends
of St. John’s are invited
to participate in our
Spring Clean Up Day
Saturday May 15 from
9:30am to 3:30pm.
Volunteers will gather
to do needed work both inside and outside the
church building. Among the many tasks inside we
will be taking on are: cleaning the window wells,
inside and out for all the church RE school class
rooms; polishing the lovely wood chairs in our
sanctuary (morning-only project); cleaning light
switches and door frames; repairing the coat rack
outside the Rosa Parks room; using the carpet
extractor to clean one of the children's rooms;
washing windows and taking curtains down and
taking them home to wash. This will be a great
opportunity for parents to work with their children
to help spruce up classrooms. Outdoor tasks include:
pruning, weeding, mulching and transplanting.
There’s much work to be done around our church
home, so you can sign up do work that appeals to
you and come for as long or as short at time as you
can. Look for the sign up table in Krolfifer after the
service on Sundays May 2 and May 9. You can also
contact Bruce Beisner or Melissa Orr-Asman to sign
up. Work Day is being sponsored by the Thursday
Night Chalice Group and the Property Council.

-Bruce Beisner and Krysta December

Choir Sunday Lunch Successful
The Friends of Szentlaszlo lunch on April 11 raised
$410. Friends has designated this money for the
church operating fund. Thanks to all for making
this year's lunches so successful.

-The Friends of Szentlaszlo
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Great Decisions

The last session of Great Decisions will be Sunday
April 18. Our topic is “Peacebuilding and Conflict
Resolution: Enhancing Security Through Peace-
building,” led by Dick Fencl. The group will meet

from 1pm-2:30 in the Chapel.
-The Adult RE Committee

Bon Jour Mes Amis...

You may not have heard about the fabulous annual
French dinner to be held at the church on Saturday
April 24. This is another one of our annual food-
lovers events that helps the church budget. The food
is simple, but delicious-beef burgundy (a rich beef
stew), a vegetarian choice (zucchini gratin), simple
green salad with homemade vinagrette, french bread
and the best chocolate mousse you ever ate. For the
reasonable cost of $20 per person, you can join the
group, who at the end of the meal, are known to have
joined their voices in singing boisterous French
songs in unknown accents. To reserve a place, you
must call the church office-961-1938 by Wednesday
April 21. Wine and cider will be available.

-Barbara Hadden

Summer at The Mountain
Our UU retreat center in beautiful Highlands, NC
Will be hosting the following events:
$ /% ' : If you
can't get enough singing in your own life, consider
this 5 day experience, August 1-5, with Dr. Kenneth
Nafziger, Eastern Mennonite University. Adult
sliding scale of $400 - $700 includes everything.
"3 : Special

guest faculty Sharon Daloz Parks and Larry Parks
Daloz will lead the workshop on Kindling the
Common Fire of Commitment from August 5-8.
Special rates for young adults 18-32. Carpooling
available with the Fencls. See the notice near the
church office. For more information, visit
www.mountaincenters.org

-Dick and Carol Fencl



.
Among ~Furselves

News from Interfaith Hospitality

Network at First Unitarian

Week I Coordinator Carolyn Wolf wrote: “It has
been a 'mostly full occupancy' this week. Each
night's dinners and activities have been a very bright
spot in the day. The activities have been varied (hula
hoops, Easter eggs, Joey the visiting Sheltie, fresh air
on the playground, stories, hugs and smiles, etc.) and
have left many good memories. During our dinner
grace Thursday, the prayer leader gave thanks and
then asked whether anyone else had something they
wanted to say. We were all very happy when a
mother shared the news that her family had been
approved for housing. Housing has been found for
three of the families that have been with us.” In a
survey by IHN, guests who had stayed at First
Unitarian said, “They were so nice to us. . . . They
always made me feel welcome and comfortable,” and
“They made us feel at home.”

Heartfelt thanks go to the volunteers from St. John’s
who are among the 50+ individuals each week
providing food, entertainment, security and kindness
to homeless families staying at First Unitarian
Church. Our volunteers and donors for the first two
weeks were: Judy Strong and Paul Bowen; Nina and
Howard Tolley; Denise Tracy, Bill and Kyle Decker;
Cynthia, Victor and Daisy Villacis; Sharon and
Hugh O’Neil; Melinda Smith and Maya Smith de
Borrero; Wanda Crawford; Winnie Goodridge; Diane
Antestenis; Bruce Beisner; Karen Miller and Frank
Meyer; Jay Guenther and Mike Dennett; Frances
May Brooks; the Hoge family; Krysta December;
Melanie Marsh; Mira Rodwan; and Susan Small.
Upcoming volunteers and donors include: Tracy
Flanagan; Chris Reed; Bill Luerssen; Judy Cirillo;
Joan Seeman Robinson and Bill Robinson; and

the Second Wednesday Chalice Group.

St. John’s is helping again May 23-June 6. Most
volunteer slots are filled, but we need people to
help with laundry--imagine how many car trunks
20 sets of bedding and towels will fill! And we
need quarters to wash all those loads at a laun-
dromat. Please contact Chris Reed or Wanda
Crawford to learn how you can get involved.
-Wanda Crawford

What Really Goes On in

St. John’s “Smoky Back Room”
Where are the deals struck? The $$ divided?
Is it at a Board meeting or a “bored” meeting?
You're invited to find out what really goes on in
the “smoky back room”
(otherwise known as ; ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘ s
Krolfifer) at a St. John's
Board Meeting. The
next meeting will be on
Wednesday April 21
from 6:30 to 8:30pm.
No RSVP required.
See you there.

-Your Leadership Development Committee

For Your Security
Please take precautions when parking in the
Fairview and church lots or on the street. Two
cars belonging to MUSE members, parked in the
Fairview school lot, were broken into Monday
evening (April 12) during their practice. A wallet
was stolen. The Cincinnati Police are tracking a
series of Clifton car break-ins. Here are their
suggestions for preventing a break in or theft
from your car: Park in a lighted area. Make sure
that your car is locked. Don’t leave purses, wallets,
laptops or other small electronics in your car. Put
packages or valuables in your trunk or otherwise
disguise them. If you have a car alarm, enable it.
-Karolyn Schalk, St. John’s Board President
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RE-flections

By Elizabeth Wilson
Acting Director of Religious Exploration

% & (0 1
I’ve heard a few comments lately about the church
year “winding down.” It doesn’t feel that way to
me!! Our Children and Youth RE program runs all
12 months of the year and, consequently, help is
ALWAYS needed!! As we near the end of our
formal RE class schedule, many teachers find them-
selves needing a break. Did you know that quite a
few of them serve as teachers and helpers? +

2 $ —it’s a no-prep
job and offers you a great chance to meet our kids!
Our paid childcare staff in the Infant/Toddler room
occasionally needs a Sunday off to visit out-of-town
family. + 2 g
+ 2 —our little ones are awesome! One of the
great strengths of our program is that most of our
teachers return year after year—so we have an
extremely dedicated and experienced group of adults
leading our children and youth. However, they need
the summer off to re-charge their batteries. +

3$
for grades PreK-4th (Lesson Plan

provided). More about this in the next newsletter.

4 2
Mark these upcoming events on your calendar:

5 / 9 6 #
For RE Teachers and their families from
9:15-10:30am in Krolfifer.

5 7 6 For grades
PreK through 8th. Involves outdoor clean-up of
church yard and planting. Have your kids dress
appropriately (i.e., expect them to get dirty!).

5
On front lawn immediately following the service.
5 8 5+ David

Connell and Sophia Dewald.
5 9 " 5
+ Erin Long and Jo Ellen Pellman.
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to Rebecca Crone, Will Bronson, Krysta December,
Maria Yunker, Connie Prairie, Bruce Beisner, Angie
Dewald, Tim Dewald and Melanie Malaviya for their
cheerful willingness to help out on First Sunday on
April 4 (Easter); to all of our RE teachers/helpers
who served our program on April 11—your
willingness to teach and supervise the kids for 2
hours went above and beyond!; to the 4-5th graders
and their teachers for their hard work on behalf of
the people of Haiti; to our YRUU youth and
Advisors who have been working so diligently on
their worship service for over two months; to John
Colegrove, Jan Hay, and Vivian Kline who stepped
up to become RE Greeters; and to all of you who
donated canned goods for our Easter hunt—

131 items were donated to the Freestore Foodbank!

Thank you for bringing your kids to church and
thank you for involving them in RE. Please feel free
to share your thoughts/ideas on how we can improve
the experience for your children

and youth. You can contact
me at 513-961-1940

My office hours are Tues,
Wed and Thurs 9am-2pm.

Volunteers in Adult RE Program
Our RE Breakfast on Sunday May 2 will honor
the teachers and leaders of both the Children's
and Adult's RE program this church year. The
following 20 adults have led either our Sunday
morning forums or adult classes in this past church
year: Bruce Beisner. Richard Blumberg, Paul
Bowen, Frances May Brooks, Judy Buxton, Deb
Combs, Carol Fencl, Dick Fencl, Cassie Howe,
Ethel Ingalls, Martha McCloud, Frank Meyer,
Karen Miller, Scott Roberts, Marcia Schoeni, Ann
Schuur, Nina Tolley, Pamela Wilz, Bo Wachendorf,
Maria Yunker. Our thanks goes out to all these
people who have helped enrich our church
community life.

-Carol Fencl



Church Calendar

10:00am: Adult Forum
11:00am: Community Worship Service
and Children’s Religious Education
12:15pm: GA Children’s Choir Rehearsal
1:00pm: Great Decisions
6:00pm: Settled Minister Search Committee
8
7:00pm: Finance Council
/
10:00am: Yoga
7:00pm: Young Adults Discussion & Action
&
12:00pm: Leadership Development Comm.
5:00pm: eNews Deadline
6:30pm: Board of Trustees Meeting
/$
10:00am: Meditation
6:00pm: Tai Chi
7:00pm: Choir Rehearsal
7 -
6:00pm: Art Reception
Saturday April 24
9:00am: Peace Church Coalition Brunch
10:00am: Worship Study Group
4:00pm: Burgandy Dinner (Taste Event)
6:00pm: Settled Minister Search Committee

9:30am: Choir Rehearsal
10:00am: Adult Forum
10:00am: Knitting for Peace
11:00am: Community Worship Service
and Children’s Religious Education
12:15pm: GA Children’s Choir Rehearsal
12:30pm: Beyond Categorical Thinking
Lunch and Workshop
12:30pm: Young Adult Group
6:00pm: Settled Minister Search Committee

/ <
10:00am: Yoga
7:00pm: Chalice Group (Luerssen)
& 5 ;
5:00pm: eNews Deadline
6:30pm: Goddess Gathering Women's Group
6:30pm: Caring Circle
/% 8
10:00am: Meditation
5:00pm: Reporter Deadline
6:00pm: Tai Chi
7:00pm: Choir Rehearsal

7:00pm: Game Night
7:00pm: Earth Spirit Maypole Preparation

8:30am: UU Council Meeting

7:00am: RE Teacher Appreciation Breakfast
10:00am : NO Adult Forum Today
11:00am: Community Worship Service

and Children’s Church
12:15pm: GA Children’s Choir Rehearsal
12:30pm : Budget Meeting
6:00pm: Men's Group
6:00pm: Settled Minister Search Committee

From the =ffice

By Josie Arens
St. John’s Office Administrator

Thank you to everyone who made the trip to
Staples for the free ream of paper offer and
donated it to the church office. Thanks to Emily
Hodges for putting the word out.

Summer is fast approaching. I am looking for
summer office help. If you can help cover the
office on any of these days 9am-noon (answer
phones), please let me know at 513-961-1938:
July 6, 7, 8; July 13, 14, 15; August 10, 11, 12
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Thought Tf the Week

“Be ours a religion
which like sunshine, goes everywhere
its temple, all space
its creed, the good heart
its ritual, works of love
its profession of faith, divine living.”

-Theodore Parker



