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Sunday Community Services and Children’s Religious Exploration 
classes begin at 11:00am. Child care is available.  
 
Sunday December  23  
“ Keeping the Joy in Christmas”           the Rev. Dr. Frank Carpenter  
     This is the one day of the year we are reminded what it means to live 
one day at a time. 
 
Sunday December  30  
“ Life’s Lessons: Finding Wisdom in Unexpected Places”  
Kathryn McDonough 
     Jean-Paul Sartre has written: “Everything has been figured out,  
except how to live.”  A child, an old man, a glass of apple juice.  
What can they possibly tell us about living an authentic life? 
 
Sunday January 6 
“ A Culture of Peace”                            the Rev. Dr. Frank Carpenter 
     Rev. Carpenter will talk about the upcoming Sabbatical: what a 
sabbatical is about and what he will be doing. His plans include working 
with the UUA’s Peacemaking agenda. As part of this, he will share 
details on a new idea from St. John’s Peacemaking Team. 
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Sunday December  23 at 9:00am:  “ The Lights of Solstice”     
Global celebrations of light as a metaphor of hope and resurrection from 
despair as our hemisphere begins to tilt back toward the Sun. 
 
Tuesday January 1 at 1:00pm:  “ Kwanzaa Harambee!”    
A city-wide celebration and potluck feast honoring the Nguzo Saba 
(Seven Principles) necessary to maintain a stable community.   
Yes, there will be drumming and dancing!  
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Monday December  24 at 7:00pm: Please join us for an evening of 
inspirational holiday carols, readings and candlelight. 
 

 
Minister  

  The Rev. Dr. Frank Carpenter 

 Affiliated M inister  

  The Rev. Bonnie Meyer 

M inister  Emer ita 

  The Rev. Annie Foerster 

M inister  of Music 

  Dr. Catherine Roma 

Assoc. Director  of Music 

  Rachel Kramer 

Co-Directors of  

Religious Exploration  

  Mary Darner 

  Layne Richard-Hammock 

Worship Coordinator  

   Omope Daboiku 

Office Administrator  

  Mary Jo (Josie) Arens 

Caretaker  

  J. Michael Skaggs 

Church Office 

   513-961-1938 

   stjohnuu@fuse.net 

Church Office Hours 

   Monday thru Friday 

   7:30am to 2pm 

Church Website 

   www.stjohnsuu.org 

Newsletter  Editor  

  Bruce Beisner 

Next Newsletter  Deadline 

   Thursday January 3 at 5pm 
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                                                                           by the Rev. Dr. Frank Carpenter 
 
     The Romans held a festival on December 25 called Dies Natalis Solis Invicti, “ the birthday of the 
unconquered sun.”   The use of the title Sol Invictus allowed several solar deities to be worshipped 
collectively, including Elah-Gabal, a Syrian sun god; Sol, the patron god of Emperor Aurelian (270-274); and 
Mithras.  
     So it is written in Wikipdia.  The darkest night of the year, the Solstice, is celebrated as a time things stop 
getting worse, when life goes on regardless.  The renewal of the warmth of the sun is unconquerable, as the 
Romans said.  The tree that is decorated is ‘evergreen.’   And the great Yule log is set ablaze to warm the 
whole family.  
     On the darkest night of the year, food is scarce, energy is scarce. It is no wonder a homeless family of 
mother, father and babe take center stage in the Christian narrative. That infant would grow up, teaching, 
“Whatever you did unto one of the least, you did unto me.”   What have you done for the least of our family? 
     Life goes on; change goes on, too! Our changing economy means more of our St. John’s members and 
families are feeling the economic hard times.  The growing disparities of wealth in the US of A are real.  So, 
in conversation with the Caring Circle, during this holiday season I will be using monies in the Discretionary 
Fund for Kroger Cards.  If a Kroger Card with a bit extra on it would help put a brighter sparkle on your 
holiday table, or if you know someone at St. John’s whose eyes one would brighten up, let me know.    
     This year with our budget crunch at St. John’s, I will not be sending out a separate appeal letter for the 
Minister’s Discretionary Fund. This is my appeal letter! If you will be joining the Lessons and Carols on the 
Christmas Eve Service, 7:00pm, the offering will go for the Fund.  If that evening you will be visiting family 
or warming yourself in the southern sun, I hope you will send a check with a memo “Minister’s Discretion 
Fund.”   
     Throughout the year, with your support, the Minister’s Discretionary Fund will continue to assist 
members of St. John’s in their struggles to prevent life from closing in on them. All too often we have miles 
to go before we sleep. Thank you for your support.  
 
                                                                         Happy Holidays! 

                                                     Frank 
 
 
Our Mission: St. John’s is committed to creating a safe and caring community,  
working for social justice and celebrating beliefs that respect freedom of thought. 
 
We are pleased to be designated a “ Welcoming Congregation”  by the Unitarian  
Universalist Association, and as such we honor and value the racial, cultural,  
economic, religious, physical ability, sexual orientation and gender diversity  
of our members and visitors, young and old.  
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                  Introducing Alice the Chalice!  My colleague Peter Bowden has some fun  
            items available on his website – great for building that home/church bridge. 
            Check it out at www.uuplanet.com and www.alicethechalice.com. Alice the  
            Chalice © 2007 UU Planet Ministry & Media. Used with permission. 
 
                  As the Yuletide draws near, and the Wheel is about to turn us toward  
            another new cycle, I invite everyone to take (or make) a little time to  
            intentionally reflect on life these past seasons.  It is so easy to be human doings  
            and forget to be human beings. Give yourselves the gift of ‘being’  with yourself  
            and your memories. One aspect of UU spiritual practice I find to be a growth              

                                        edge, is our collective (in)ability to be humble. We are imperfect human beings 
                                        and that will never change – indeed who really wants to be perfect.  We do  
                                        however get messages from our culture that we are never good enough. It tends  
                                        to shame us – and make it so much more difficult to embrace our imperfections 
in humility. Did you know in most other languages there are multiple words representing a range of  
‘ types’  of shame? In English there is just plain – shame – and it skews our understanding of humility to 
humiliation.  Alas. We need both celebration and reflection to be whole.  
 
       An adaptation of simple prayer or meditation form with both celebration and reflection that I’ ve  
often used with children might be a helpful tool. Perhaps a family activity ~ over a cup of egg nog or mulled 
cider?  Going month by month, backward in time (warm up those memory banks), invite  
memories from each month come to mind in each of these frames (or make up your own):  
 

I  appreciated______.       I ’m sorry for  ________. 

I  grew from_______.      I  was joyful when______. 

 
Use an old calendar and write some notes ~ perhaps start a tradition and save them ~ they don’ t take  
much space and someday when you or members of the family are ready to write your memoirs you’ ll  
have a snapshot of what was important in your lives ‘ that year’ .  
  
 
                                                      Blessings to Everyone,   
     

                                      Layne and Mary 
                                                      Layne Richard Hammock and Mary Darner 
                                                      St. John’s Directors of Lifespan Religious Exploration 
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Our Annual Christmas Eve Reception will be held 
after the 7pm service on December 24th.  Please 
bring cookies and goodies to share.    
                                                      -Barbara Hadden 
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Mark your calendars now for our 11th annual 
“Soup’s On Party”  for all St. John’s members and 
friends, young and old and in between. We’ ll 
gather from noon to 3pm at the Madeira home of 
Carol and Dick Fencl on Tuesday January 1. There 
will be 3 huge steaming pots of soup, and you are 
asked to bring something to share. Children are 
welcome. No reservations are necessary. For 
directions, call Carol or Dick Fencl. 
                                             -Dick and Carol Fencl 
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As you probably know by now, St. John’s hosts a 
game night on the final Friday of each month, and 
December’s game night will be held at 7pm on 
December 28 in Krolfifer as usual. What you may 
not know is that Heritage Universalist Unitarian 
Church (2710 Newtown Road, Cincinnati, 45244) 
is also hosting a game night this same weekend—
on Saturday December 29 at 7pm. All are invited 
to either or both game nights!  Please contact 
Karen Miller if you have any questions. 
                                                             -Karen Miller  
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Coffee hosts for Sunday December 23 are Melanie 
Marsh, Nancy Colegrove and Jacquie Rousseau. 
Coffee hosts for Sunday December 30 are Diane 
Antestenis, Tom Darner and Winnie Goodridge. 
Coffee hosts for Sunday January 6 are Omope 
Daboiku, Martha McLoed and Chris Reed. 
                                                     -Tracey Fanigan 
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The workshop that was offered in the Taste of St. 
John’s, “20 Ways To Improve Your Relationships”  
will be opened to others for a $10 contribution to the 
church. It will be held on January 15 at 7pm at St. 
John’s.  We will look at a list of common “snags”  in 
dealing with others and provide a process for change.  
It will be presented by George Dershimer based on  
the work of Marshall Goldsmith. To register contact 
George Dershimer. 
                                                      -George Dershimer 
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The Taste Team is at it again! This time the fund-
raising event is a raffle of baskets, each full of 
enticing prizes related to a theme (a pampered pet, 
the cook who has everything, breakfast in bed, 
chocolate decadence, etc.). Baskets go on display 
January 27 with the drawing February 3, along with 
a bake sale. We invite you to donate a complete 
basket, items for a basket or the bake sale, or to join 
with friends or your chalice/game/movie/ book 
group to sponsor a basket. 
           -The Taste Team (aka Fundraising Committee) 
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Join YRUU and the Adult RE program for the post-
film discussion on Friday January 4 in Krolfifer for 
the PG-13 movie Saved! Here is a brief excerpt from 
the review that appeared in The Cincinnati Enquirer: 
 “Saved! works hard to be kind to the fundamentalist 
Christians it satirizes.  It does a pretty good job of it 
too, with funny, human portraits of the occupants of 
American Eagle Christian High School, who are 
subject to the same flaws, feuds and petty jealousies 
of any other high school kids.  Ultimately, a movie 
like this cannot help but takes sides, and Saved! 
comes down on the side of nonjudgmental tolerance, 
essentially at odds with biblical hard-liners. For 
everyone else, the movie offers a warm and often 
very funny look at the struggle to merge spiritual 
beliefs with the messy, dangerous business of 
growing up.”  Please bring your own chair if you 
desire.  The movie will begin promptly at 7pm.  
Contact Karen Miller with any questions. 
                                                              -Karen Miller  
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The Women’s Book Group will meet at 7:30pm on 
Friday January 18 at church. Please select a passage 
to discuss from a book about schizophrenia. The 
Center Cannot Hold: My Journey through Madness 
by Elyn Saks and Divided Minds: Twin Sisters and 
Their Journey through Schizophrenia were recom-
mended by members of the group. All women are 
welcome. For details, call Debbie Combs. 
                                                       -Debbie Combs 
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There will be a special Contemporary Service at  
St. John’s on Tuesday January 1 at 1pm. Our theme 
will be “Kwanzaa Harambee!”  a city-wide celebra-
tion and feast honoring the Nguzo Saba/the Seven 
Principles necessary to  maintain a stable com-
munity. Note: There will be NO Contemporary 
Service on Sunday December 30.  
                                                     -Omope Daboiku 
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Our first Adult Forums will be presented around the 
multi-faceted topic of “Peace.”  On the 2nd and 4th 
Sundays of the first three months of 2008, we will 
hold a 45 minute Adult Forum from 10 to 10:45am,  
sandwiched in between the two services. The first 
program will be held on Sunday January 13 in the 
Gandhi Room. Watch the Sunday bulletins for more 
information. 
                                              -Adult RE Committee  
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Please collect receipts from Keller’s IGA in a letter 
size envelope, flat, face side up, same direction (if 
possible) and put them in the mailbox marked Emily 
Hodges/Kellers IGA located halfway down the far 
right row of mailboxes on the left wall as you enter 
the office. She tallies them and St. John’s gets 1% of 
the total. We recently got a check for over $80.00 
(i.e. $8,000 of receipts.) She will also accept them 
bunched up in a plastic bag, but will frown sternly, 
and may utter expletives. 
                                                      -Emily Hodges 
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By Mary Darner & Layne Richard Hammock 
Directors of Lifespan Religious Exploration 
 
RE MINDER: Mitten and warm woollies collection 
continues through Sunday December 30. 
  
NOTES OF GRATITUDE: 
� Free Store Foods/Hygiene Drive ~ Big thanks to 
everyone who contributed and to Carol F. and Kyra 
M. for transporting the items to the Free Store.  
� Voices of Variety ~ Cathy Roma and Rachael 
Kramer, thanks for making this such a wonderful 
holiday treat and thanks to RE Associates and all the 
congregational members for the lovely Voices of 
Variety luncheon.  
� Gingerbread Houses ~What a great turn out ~19 
houses were constructed by lots of elves of all ages! 
Thanks to Amy Martin and Melinda Smith of RE 
Assoc. for all their organization work. Please 
remember to pick up your creations!  
 
UPCOMING RE HAPPENINGS: 
Sunday December  23 - No RE Classes 
Child care for Babes and Wee Walkers.  
Monday December  24 - 7pm Christmas Eve 
Lessons & Carols Service for all ages.  Child care 
for Babes and Wee Walkers.  
Sunday December  30 - Special Program for 
children during 11am service. Magician –“The 
Amazing Tyson”  and Kwanzaa activities. Parents  
(a few) encouraged to attend with their small children 
to help with adult presence. Childcare for Babes and 
Wee Walker toddlers.  
January 6 - First  Sunday Worship for Pre-5th  
Grade Celebrating New Beginnings , 3rd/4th and 5th 
will gather in Rosa Parks after worship for special 
programming, 6th to 8th Extended day –Special UU 
Identity and History Extravaganza 
Coming Up in RE in February: St. John’s is 
Hosting Jr. High District Conference –CONFETTI.  
January will be a month for recruiting adults to 
chaperone and other for support roles.  
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The Outreach Committee received 15 grant 
applications. They proposed and the Board of 
Trustees approved the following Outreach Grants to 
be awarded at four Sunday morning 11:00am 
services between January and March of 2008: 
1. L ittle Brothers-Fr iends of the Elder ly is  
committed to relieving isolation and loneliness 
among the elderly. Their Third Thursday nursing 
home program transports elders to their Colerain 
Avenue office to enjoy a day of crafts, good food 
and entertainment. $2000 will support 7 month©s 
programs. The sponsor is Carolyn Briese. 
2. Freestore Foodbank runs a “Food for Kids”  
Back Pack Program to supplement food depriva-
tion on weekends. Bags contain approximately  
9-12 single serving, kid friendly products. $1500 
will purchase 500 back packs. The sponsor is Curt 
Miller. 
3. Family Nur tur ing Center  provides “Kids On 
The Block”  child abuse education and awareness 
program. Their 8 page coloring book/activity  
guides are distributed to children in kindergarten 
through grade 3 to supplement presentations about 
child abuse. $1500 will buy about 7500  
booklets. The sponsor is Diane Antestenis. 
4. Mary Magdalen House supplies clothing and 
personal care articles to Over-the-Rhine home-less 
population. $1500 will be used to purchase  
such items. The sponsor is Ted Chism.                 
                                                         -Rick Prairie 
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Because of the Christmas holiday there will NOT 
be a Reporter deadline on December 27. The next 
deadline will be Thursday January 3 at 5pm. Please 
send your submissions to Bruce Beisner via email.                                                     
-Bruce Beisner  
 
 
PAGE 6    The Reporter   December 16,  2007 
 

 

$�
 � � � �� � �)	 � ��� 
 �� � 55� ��� � ��
Our minister, Rev. Dr. Frank Carpenter, will be taking 
a sabbatical from January 28 to May 27, 2008. Over 
the past six months the staff and committee chairs at 
St. John’s have been working together to prepare for 
his leave. During the 11:00am service on Sunday 
January 6, Rev. Carpenter will speak about the up- 
coming sabbatical. A special Sabbatical Brochure is 
also being created to help prepare the congregation.  
It will be made available in early January. If you have 
questions or concerns, feel free to contact any member 
of the Sabbatical Team: Cliff Shisler, Judy Buxton, 
Carol Fencl, Bruce Beisner or Frank Carpenter. 
                                              -The Sabbatical Team 
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Much ado in the Finance Council!!  I’d like to take 
this opportunity to recognize the folks who are 
making our programs successful! 
As previously reported, more than $9,100 was raised 
during the Taste of St. John’s event. T-shirt sales are 
forthcoming and the Fundraising Committee is 
planning a fun basket raffle and bake sale for this 
winter.  In addition, we receive approximately $300 
per month from Kroger cards. We fully anticipate 
reaching this year’s fundraising goal of $15,000.  
Many thanks to Wanda Crawford, Karen Miller, 
Rosina Janus and Rick Prairie! 
By now, hopefully, you have heard that more than 
$14,000 in pledges were raised during the “Closing 
the Gap”  Campaign to help cover the projected budget 
deficit. Big thanks to Tom Darner, stewardship chair! 
The newly formed Finance Advisory Council has had 
a full to-do list.  They have proved to serve a vital 
support function for the Finance Council Director.   
Many thanks to Tom Darner, Jennifer Richards, 
Frances May Brooks, Rick Prairie, Judy Buxton, and 
David Koehnke! 
Finally, thanks to you –the congregation of St. John’s! 
Your support helps us serve you. It’s never too late to 
become a part of this vibrant council.  Feel free to 
contact Jonena Jones, Finance Council Director. with 
any questions. 
                                                       -Jonena Jones 
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During the 11am Service on Sunday December 9, 
Rev. Carpenter asked me to acknowledge those 
individuals who helped with the Closing the Gap 
campaign.  This was a good opportunity to express 
again my and your thanks to those members who 
helped raise over $14,000 in new pledges and cash 
donations for our current operating budget.  I men-
tioned Bo Wachendorf, Rick Prairie, Judy Buxton, 
and Jonena Jones.  My 60+ year old brain failed me 
as I forgot to mention Frances May Brooks who, 
like the others, worked very hard on the campaign.  
So when you see one of these folks, (Bo, Rick, 
Judy, Jonena or Frances May), give them your 
personal thanks for a job well done. 
The permanent Stewardship Committee still needs 
several members. An active stewardship program is  
a sign of a successful faith community.  If you are 
willing to help with this key program, please 
contact me, Tom Darner.  If I contact you directly, I 
hope you will say “yes”  and become a part of a 
team that will focus on all the wonderful things we 
are doing right at St. John’s, things that need our 
financial support. 
                            -Tom Darner, Stewardship Chair 
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The Heartland District meeting will be held in 
Louisville, KY on April 4-6, 2008.  The main topic 
will be “Sustainable Stewardship”  featuring keynote 
speaker Wayne B. Clark, author of “Beyond Fund-
raising: A Complete Guide to Congregational 
Stewardship.”  He is also the director of the Congre-
gational Fundraising Services for the UUA. The 
district meeting provides an excellent opportunity to 
participate in the wider denomination.  St. John’s is 
eligible to send six delegates and would like to be 
represented by a full slate.  Delegates must be 
approved by the Board in January, so please let us 
know if you have any interest in attending the 
meeting as soon as possible.  If you would like to 
learn more or have questions about what it means to 
be a delegate, please contact Karen Miller.   

                                                         -Karen Miller   
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St. John’s hosted MARCC’s Fall Planning Con-
ference. The UU team for the meeting included: MJ 
Pierson, Frank Carpenter, Dick Bosian. Eileen 
Bonekamp, Betsy Anderson, Kevin Pease, Karolyn 
Schalck and Leslie Edwards. The conference had five 
Concern Groups that were presented to us to choose 
from and the top two Concerns chosen will become 
the focus of MARCC©s social justice work for next 
year.  The chosen concern groups were “Public 
Education”  and “Justice System Reform /Colaborative 
Agreement.”  We UUs placed our votes for the top 
two chosen by everyone together. We UUs had 
presented two areas of concern that were incorporated 
into the concerns.  One large area was to include 
environmental responsibility in the housing and 
regionalism pieces. The other contribution was in the 
area of Restorative Justice and it became a part of the 
Justice Reform group.  If you’d like to attend upcom-
ing MARCC meetings, contact Mary Jean Pierson. 
                                          -Mary Jean Pierson 
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By Josie Arens 
St. John’s Office Administrator 
�
I will be going on jury duty for a couple of weeks 
starting Friday January 4. I will be in and out of the 
office at various times. I will check phone messages 
and emails every day. I can do this from home in the 
evenings if there are days that I would not be able to 
make it in. If something comes up for scheduling just 
leave a message and I will definitely get back with 
you. Please make sure you leave your phone number 
on the message. You can send messages to my 
HOME email IF you would need to use that for the 
weeks I am on jury duty.  I will be out of the office 
on December  24, 25, 26, 31 and January 1. I will 
have regular office hours on Thursday and Friday 
December 27 and 28.  Wishing everyone a happy, 
safe and blessed holiday season. 
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Sunday December  16 
    9am- Contemporary Service 
    11am- Holiday Choral Concert Service 
    12:15pm- Green Sanctuary Partners 
    7:00pm- Chalice Group (Hadden) 
    7:00pm- A Course in Miracles 
Monday December  17  
    10:00am- Chalice Group (Luerssen) 
    6:30pm- Friends of Szentlaszlo 
Tuesday December  18 
    10:00am- Yoga 
    10:00am- Meditation  
    Noon- Staff Lunch 
    7:00pm- YADA Young Adults Discussion 
Thursday December  20 
    7:15pm- Choir Rehearsal  
Saturday December  22 
    Winter Solstice 
    10:00am- Contemporary Service Rehearsal 
    7:00pm- Earth Spirit Yule Gathering 
Sunday December  23 
    9:00am- Contemporary Service 
    11:00am- Community Worship Service 
    7:00pm- A Course in Miracles  
    7:00pm- Earth Spirit Gathering 
Monday December  24 
    Christmas Eve 
    Church Office Closed 
    7:00pm- Christmas Eve Service  
Tuesday December  25 
    Christmas Day 
    Church Office Closed 
Wednesday December  26 
    Kwanzaa begins 
    Church Office Closed 
    6:30pm- Web/Tech Committee Meeting 
Thursday December  27 
    7:15pm- Choir Rehearsal 

Fr iday December  28 
    7:00pm- Game Night 
Saturday December  29 
    9:00am- Contemporary Service Rehearsal 
    10:00am- CGCC 
Sunday December  30 
    11am- Community Worship Service 
    12:30pm- Social Action Coordinating Committee 
    7:00pm- A Course in Miracles 
Monday December  31 
    New Year’s Eve 
    Church Office Closed 
    7:00pm- Contemporary Service Planning Team 
Tuesday January 1 
    New Year’s Day 
    Church Office Closed 
    Noon- Soups On Party (at the Fencls) 
    1:00pm- Kwanzaa Service  
    7:00pm- YADA Young Adults Discussion 
Wednesday January 2 
    7:00pm- Membership Committee 
Thursday January 3 
    5:00pm- Deadline for The Reporter 
    6:00pm- Music Committee 
    7:15pm- Choir Rehearsal  
Fr iday January 4 
    7:00pm- First Friday Flicks 
Saturday January 5 
    9:00am- Contemporary Service Rehearsal 
    4:00pm- Earth Spirit Membership Meeting 
Sunday January 6 
    9:00am- Contemporary Service 
    11:00am- Community Worship Service 
    11:00am- RE First Sunday Service 
    6:00pm- Men’s Group 
    7:00pm- A Course in Miracles  
Tuesday January 8 
    10:00am- Meditation 
    10:00am- Yoga 
    7:00pm- Adult RE: World Religions 
Wednesday January 9 
    5:30pm- Executive Board Meeting 
    6:00pm- Program Planning Team Evaluation 
    7:00pm- Chalice Group (December)  
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Adult Relig ious Exploration 
www.stjohnsuu.org  

 

2007-8 Winter Classes 
 
The purp ose of the Ad ult Relig ious Exp lora tion Program is to p rovide a  p rogram of 
relig ious growth and  lea rning  tha t meets the needs of ad ult members and  friends. We 
have a ttempted  to offer a  va riety of experienc es. This b roc hure lists the deta ils of the 
c lasses sta rting  in January and  Februa ry. 
 
Registration is norma lly d one a t the Ad ult RE tab le the first two weeks of Ja nuary or 
through the sign-up  sheets on the RE Board  near the offic e.  Ind ividua ls may a lso c ontac t 
either the Ad ult RE Cha ir, Carol Fenc l  or the listed  teac her for the c ourse. Reg istra tion 
form is a lso on the web  site under Educ a tion. 
Please do not delay signing up  for a  c lass. Classes may be c anc elled  if suffic ient 
reg istra tion is not rec eived  one week  in advanc e of the sc heduled  c lass sta rt. 
  
Acc essib ility: Forums and  c lasses listed  in this b rochure tha t w ill meet on the ma in floor of 
the build ing  have an “ Ac c essib le”  listed  w ith the offering .  
Bookstore w ith Beac on Press and  Skinner Press b ooks ava ilab le on reg istra tion days in 
Krolfifer. Pa rtic ipants a re free to use the pub lic  lib ra ry or other sourc es. 
Childcare: If c hildc a re is needed  for a  spec ific  c lass, pa rents should  ind ic a te this a t the 
time of reg istra tion, inc lud ing the number and  ages of the c hild ren. We will try to figure 
out the best c hildc a re op tions for eac h situa tion, but we c an’ t gua rantee c hild  c a re.  
Ea rly reg istra tion w ill a id  this. 
 
Drop In vs. Registration Required:  Note tha t each c lass lists whether or not reg istra tion is 
nec essary. 
 
Classes w ill be offered  in five c a tegories. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Unitarian Universalist History and Identity 

 

Relig ion: Theology and Faith Development 
 

Spiritual Prac tic e 
 

Soc ia l Justic e and Ethics 
 

Community Build ing and Personal Growth 



Winter -  starting in Jan. and February 
 

I. Unitarian Universalist History and Identity 
 
Exploring Unitarian Universalism – 
Introduc tory informa tion about St. John’s and  Unita rian Universa lism. 
Offered  b y the Membership  Committee. Sa turda y, Feb . 9. Repea ted  Sa turday May 3.                                                              
Ac c essib le 
 
Artic ula ting  your UU Fa ith          REGISTER 
Five session series to help  experienc ed  and  new UUs ta lk about what they believe. Led  by 
Bruc e Beisner and  Franc es May Brooks. 
Thursda y evening, 7-8:30 p .m. 5 sessions, sta rts Feb . 21.   
  
 
 

II. Relig ion: Theology and Faith Development  
 

Living Islam Out Loud: American Muslim Women Speak  
                                                                      REGISTER   TEXT required  
Lunc htime Book d isc ussion based  on text d isc ussing the hijab , rela tionships, and  
sp iritua lity Leader: Carol Fenc l 
Wednesday a fternoon, 12-1:30 p .m., 2 sessions, Feb . 20 & 27 
  
Cakes for the Queen of Heaven              REGISTER 
Popula r c lass for women based  on rec ently revised  c urric ulum. Exp lora tion  
of Women’s Sp iritua lity through lea rning  about goddess-c entered  relig ions  
of anc ient times.  
Leader: Wanda  Crawford   
Wednesday evening, 7-8:30 p .m., 5 sessions, Feb .13-Marc h 12. 
 
 
 
 
 

III. Spiritual Prac tice 
 
A Course in Mirac les           DROP IN     TEXT required  
(ACIM) is a  sp iritua l pa th, one of many.  No p re-requisites. Trea ted  as a  c ha lic e group  
w ith c hec k-in and  lighting  of c ha lic e.  Not a  relig ion, but d raws on the Jud eo-Christian 
and  other trad itions. 
Leader: Ric ha rd  Hadden  
Sunda y evenings,  7 - 8 p .m.  Off site. 
 
Lifec raft     REGISTER   TEXT required  
Based  on Lifec ra ft: The Art of Meaning in the Everyday by Forrest Churc h, this p rogram 
invites exp lora tion of new ways of d isc overing  and  c rea ting  meaning in your life . Leader: 
Carol Fenc l   
Monday evening , 7:30-9 p .m., Four sessions, Jan. 21-Feb . 11. 
 



Evensong     REGISTER 
These weekly worship  ga therings inc lude sing ing, read ings and  d isc ussion. Pa rtic ipants 
a re invited  to sha re thoughts, experienc es, d oub ts and  relig ious beliefs. 
Leader – Barba ra  Hadden   
Wed . evenings, 7-8:30 p .m., Eight sessions, Jan 23-Marc h 12. 
 
 

IV. Soc ia l Justice and Ethic s 
 
Great Dec isions            DROP-IN  Text must be p reordered  
Get informed  about c urrent hot top ic s a round  the world  by read ing the Grea t Dec isions 
a rtic les and  pa rtic ipa ting in lively d isc ussions w ith others.. You d o NOT need  to be p resent 
for a ll weeks to pa rtic ipa te. It is help ful if you have read  the 10-page a rtic le before 
c oming to the group . Eac h session w ill have a  DVD panel of experts to introduc e the 
top ic . This yea r’ s top ic s a re: Iraq  end-game, Europ ean Union a t 50,Ta lking  to our 
enemies, Russia , U.S. defense & sec urity polic y, La tin Americ a , U.S.-China  trade polic y, 
and  Priva te Philanthropy 
Leader: Dic k Fenc l      Ac c essib le 
Sunda y a fternoon,  1-2:30  p .m.,  8  sessions, Feb . 17-April 13..(skips Easter) 
 
Book Study – Kindred   REGISTER  Text required . 
Using a  UUA study guide, we’ ll d isc uss this c lassic  sc ienc e-fic tion of a  young  b lac k 
woman transported  back in time into slavery. 
Leader: Carol Fenc l 
Thursda y a fternoon, 12-1:30 p .m., Three sessions, Jan. 24-Feb .7 
 
Common Fire            REGISTER  Text req uired  
Common Fire: Lead ing Lives of Commitment in a  Comp lex World  w ill be the basis for a  
d isc ussion of how to live in this day and  age. 
Leader: Ka ren Miller 
Thursda y evening, 7-8:30 p .m. 3 sessions, Jan. 24-Feb . 7 
 
 

V. Community Build ing and Personal Growth 
 
 

How To’s for Family Worship                                    REGISTER 
This workshop  is a  FAMILY AFFAIR.  Come spend  a  b it of time w ith other families and  go 
home with some tools for ©doing worship  a t home©. (Child ren K and  older enc ouraged  to 
pa rtic ipa te-c hildc a re p rovided  for younger ones)  
Leader: Layne Ric ha rd -Hammoc k, CoDRE 
Sunda y a fternoon, 12:45-2 p .m. Feb .3 
 
Rituals for Family Dinners                       REGISTER 
Inc ludes ways to deepen and  enric h your family d inner ga therings… gathering  w ith a  
grac e or a  moment of silenc e, and  a  take-home family c onversa tion basket. 
Leader: Mary Darner, Co-DRE                           Ac c essib le 
Sunda y a fternoon, 12:45-2 p .m. Feb . 17 (follow ing lunc h) 
 

 
 



First Friday Flic ks                  DROP IN 
View a  film with a  theme (suc h as a  UU p rinc ip le, sp iritua lity, ethic s/ mora lity, politic s or 
relig ious issues) tha t leads to d isc ussion. For c omfort, p lease b ring  your own c ha ir suc h as 
a  fold ing  lawn c ha ir. Of c ourse, the fold ing  c ha irs in Krolfifer w ill be ava ilab le. Watc h The 
Reporter for announc ements c onta ining  the film titles eac h month. 
Leader: Debb ie Comb s        Ac c essib le 
First Friday evening of ea c h month, 7-9: 30 p .m., (skips Marc h) 
  
Spiritual Hospita lity: How to Talk to Strangers             REGISTER 
Ta lking  to strangers isn’ t easy for most peop le. There’s some risk involved  AND you have 
to figure out wha t to say. Intentiona l Hosp ita lity refers to UUA p rograms tha t enc ourage 
c ongrega tions to think about how they welc ome peop le into their g roup . 
Leader: Ka rolyn Sc ha lk, 7-9 p .m. Tues. Feb . 19,  

 
 

Spring Offerings at St. John’s: 
A number of c lasses c ontinue on through the sp ring  months. In add ition, 
we a re p lanning to offer the follow ing (more informa tion mid -Feb .): 
 
Monday evening : Globa l Warming: Chang ing  COURSE -5 sessions 
   Leader: Joe   Lampe, sta rts Marc h 31 
Tues. evening: Sp iritua l  Hosp ita lity (repea t)  3/ 25; 4/ 1; 5/ 27 
Tues. evening : World  Relig ions – beg in unit on Islam. Not nec essary to 
    have a ttended  ea rlier sec tion of this c ourse, but reg istra tions limited . 
    Leader:  Charles Seibert ; sta rts Marc h 4 
Wed . a fternoon: Age-ing Through Sage-ing   (4 sessions) Leader : 
    Nina  Tolley,  sta rts Marc h 19 
Wed . evening: Sp irit in Prac tic e. 10 sessions, Drop -In, Leader: Carol Fenc l, 
      Sta rts Marc h 19 
 Wed . evening: Our UU Story;  Leaders: Ka rolyn Sc ha lk & Hugh O’Neill 
     5 sessions, sta rts March 19 

 
Other Options at St. John’s: 

Chalice Groups 
Sma ll g roup s tha t meet monthly for d isc ussion and  to foster c onnec tions.   For more 
deta ils, see Jud ith Strong   
 
The Women©s Book Group meets the third  Friday of the month a t 7:30 p .m. Look for titles in 
the Reporter or c ontac t Debb ie Combs 
 
Meditation – Tues mornings, (skips Februa ry b ut resumes in Marc h) 
 
Other local UU churches: www.c inc iuu.org  

 
Online Classes 

Ava ilab le through the Churc h of the La rger Fellowship  (ma inly for UU’s not living  near a  
c hurc h) anyone c an sign up  for their online c ourses. Two free c lasses a re A Chosen Fa ith 
and  The New UU, both ongoing groups. Other c lasses have a  $40 fee. 2008 w inter/ sp ring  
offerings inc lude The Courage 
to be Libera l; Ra ising  Ethic a l Child ren; Ra lph Wa ld o Emerson  www.c lf.uua .org / lea rn 



Registration form for Adult Religious Exploration Classes 

Winter 2007 
 

Name (please print) 
______________________________________________________ 
 
Phone ______________________          E-mail _____________________ 
 
Classes I  would like to take     Child Care needed 
          # &  ages 
______   Articulating Your UU Faith                             
 
______   Book study: Kindred               
 
______    Book study: Living Islam Out Loud                                          
 
______    Cakes for the Queen of Heaven                       
 
______    Common Fire            
 
______     Evensong     
 
______     Great Decisions – need to preorder & pay for book 
 
_______   How To’s for Family Worship                                    _______ 
  
______     Lifecraft        
 
______    Rituals  for Family Dinners     ________ 
 
______    Spiritual Hospitality 
 
 
Comments: ___________________________________________________ 
 
Please turn in at Adult RE Registration, place in Green Folder on RE Board 
near office, or mail to the church: 320 Resor Ave., Clifton OH 45220.  
 


