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Sunday Community Services and Children’s Religious Exploration 
classes begin at 11:00am. Child care is available. Parking can be found 
behind the Clifton Mosque (located across Clifton Ave from the Clifton 
School site) or in the Recreation Center lot on McAlpin Ave. The church 
parking lot is reserved for visitors, families with small children, older 
members, and those with handicapped permits. 
 
Sunday November  18 
“ Abiding Thanksgiving”                            the Rev. Dr. Frank Carpenter  
    This will be an All Family Service. There will be Child Dedications 
with special music, the young people of our RE program will share on the 
meaning of gratitude, and as is our tradition we will participate in the 
UUSC’s “Guest At Your Table”  program.  
 
Sunday November  25 
 “ What Will You Bring to the Welcome Table?”              Karolyn Schalk 
 
Sunday December  2 
"December Around the World"  
    An all ages international holiday celebration featuring Voices of 
Variety youth choir (now in its tenth year!) and the YRUU class  
with musical guests Marcia Gallas and Russell Winters.  
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Contemporary Services are held every Sunday starting at 9:00am. 
 
Sunday November  18 
Guest at Your Table: Who sits at your table and what does it take to be a 
good host? 
Sunday November  25 
The Sacred Circle of Life: In the words of Chief Seattle, “We are all 
connected just like one family.”  
Sunday December  2 
A Sense of Wonder: Come contemplate the grand nature of the Universe 
and your role as star stuff. 
 

 
Minister  

  The Rev. Dr. Frank Carpenter 

 Affiliated M inister  

  The Rev. Bonnie Meyer 

M inister  Emer ita 

  The Rev. Annie Foerster 

M inister  of Music 

  Dr. Catherine Roma 

Assoc. Director  of Music 

  Rachel Kramer 

Co-Directors of  

Religious Exploration  

  Mary Darner 

  Layne Richard-Hammock 

Worship Coordinator  

   Omope Daboiku 

Office Administrator  

  Mary Jo (Josie) Arens 

Caretaker  

  J. Michael Skaggs 

Church Office 

   513-961-1938 

   stjohnuu@fuse.net 

Church Office Hours 

   Monday thru Friday 

   7:30am to 2pm 

Church Website 

   www.stjohnsuu.org 

Newsletter  Editor  

  Bruce Beisner 

Next Newsletter  Deadline 

   Thursday November 29 at 5pm 
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                                                                           by the Rev. Dr. Frank Carpenter 
 
My son works for a high tech firm in Massachusetts.  I see it listed in the NYSE daily.  Once every week or 
so, we IM (Instant Message) each other about life, etc.   
 
Most recently, he asked about my Thanksgiving plans.  I responded with my traditional, spending time in 
Morgantown with my college classmate.  Then I asked about his. “ lol”  that’s IM for ‘ lot’s of luck.’  Further 
query provided the information that their well laid plans for a traditional family get together had gone by the 
wayside. While he had mixed feelings about it, it was not what he expected. 
 
I’m enough of a control freak that I have trouble when my plans go awry.  I’m slowly (after 35 years?!) 
getting over going to the office and finding out I can’ t just get down to what I planned to do that day.  Phone 
calls, other people have their plans.  The usual focus of irritation for my inner control freak is, of course, 
other drivers.  They don’ t drive fast enough, wait too long when the light changes; you name it, they do it. 
 
Recently, by the time I start driving to the church, if not before, I find myself saying to myself, I do not know 
what to expect today.  I know! I know! I’ve read all the books, and done the mediations.  But for some 
reason, I’m beginning to practice the unexpected.  Maybe it’ s my energy coming back after years  
of energy draining diviticulitus.  I can feel my gut relaxing and I have less complaint of other drivers.   
 
I do not know what to expect to today.  In traditional Christian theology, this would be a doctrine of grace.  
Or just, “ If you want to hear god laugh, tell her your plans:”  God’s laughter being god’s grace. 
 
Thanksgiving is not only about being grateful for the things you’ve worked hard for.  Indeed, more so, it’ s 
gratitude for unexpected things which surprise us, give thickness and meaning to our lives.  We celebrate 
Thanksgiving because we did not make ourselves and are sustained by a mysterious generosity.  
 
 
                                                                                             Peace, 

                                                                  Frank 
 

 

Our Mission: St. John’s is committed to creating a safe and caring community,  
working for social justice and celebrating beliefs that respect freedom of thought. 

We are pleased to be designated a “ Welcoming Congregation”  by the Unitarian Universalist Association, 
and as such we honor and value the racial, cultural, economic, religious, physical ability, sexual orientation 

and gender diversity of our members and visitors, young and old.  
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All are welcome to join us for the third annual 
Interweave Christmas Party at the home of Peggy 
Vaughn. This is a potluck and bring any wine or beer 
you might want. All members are welcome. Last 
year we sang carols when Rose played them on her 
keyboard so bring a keyboard or guitar if you would 
like. The fun starts at 7pm. RSVP is appreciated but 
not required. Bring a friend or two!!! For more 
information, call Peggy Vaughn. 
                                                          -Peggy Vaughn 
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The Women’s Book Group will meet at 7:30pm 
on Friday November 16 at St. John’s. We’ ll be 
discussing Saturday by Ian McEwan. This story is 
about a successful neurosurgeon who is drawn into a 
confrontation with unexpected consequences. We 
will not meet in December and will meet again on 
Friday January 18. All women are welcome. For 
information, call Debbie Combs. 
                                                   -Debbie Combs 
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Join us on Friday December 7 in Krolfifer Hall for 
the Adult RE offering called “First Friday Flicks.”  
Starting promptly at 7pm, we’ ll watch Waking Life, 
our first R rated film. It asks the question “Are we 
sleep-walking through our waking state or wake-
walking through our dreams?”  At the conclusion of 
the film we’ ll discuss issues such as personal iden-
tity, free will, and appearance/reality. We’ ll talk ‘ til 
about 9:30pm. Please bring your own beverage, and 
for comfort, bring your own chair. See the Adult RE 
bulletin board for upcoming film titles. For details,  
contact Debbie Combs. 
                                                      -Debbie Combs 
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Now that the weather has turned a bit colder, it’s a 
great time to enjoy our next hot soup and bread 
luncheon sponsored by the Friends of Szentlaszlo.  
The date is Sunday November 18, and the place 
Krolfifer Hall, right after the 11:00am Community 
Service.  Our last luncheon was well attended and 
raised $420 for our Bread for the Elderly Program 
at our partner church in Nyaradszentlaszlo, 
Romania.  We’re still looking for a few people who 
would be willing to make a soup, bake some bread, 
or otherwise help with the luncheon.  Contact Emily 
Hodges if you can help. 
                                   -The Friends of Szentlaszlo 
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Sally Larson, St. John©s member and Red Cross 
Trainer, will offer CPR and AED Training on 
November 17, from 9am to 3 pm, in conjunction 
with the Red Cross. This training is for members 
and friends willing to step forward and assist if CPR  
and AED is needed by a church member or guest.�
Adult, Child and Infant CPR, and the use of the  
AED for adults and children will be taught. 
Training is hands on, with the use of “dummies.”  
Red Cross Certification will be earned. This 
training is invaluable for you not only as a church 
member, but also for your family and community. If 
CPR is given within a short time, the probability of 
survival increases tremendously. Please help St. 
John©s become a safer place. Please respond to Cliff 
Shisler.  
                                                               -Cliff Shisler 
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On Sunday December 2 at 11:00am, the Voices  
of Variety youth choir will perform as part of the 
Sunday morning service.  Their 10th anniversary 
appearance will feature the work “ It©s December 
Round the World.”   20+ singers will be joined by 
the YRUU class, percussionist Marcia Gallas and 
pianist Russell Winters in an international holiday 
celebration.  Please join us for this special service 
and begin your holiday season with song and 
celebration.  
                –Rachel Kramer, Assoc. Director of Music 
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One of the major programs of the Unitarian 
Universalist Service Committee is the annual 
“Guest at Your Table”  program that invites UUs to 
take home a small, colorful cardboard box to keep 
at their dinner table for several weeks. The box is a 
focal point for discussion and provides an oppor-
tunity to share our gifts with those people the 
UUSC is helping around the world. St. John©s will 
celebrate Guest at Your Table on Sunday Novem-
ber 18. Boxes will be collected in early January. 
                                  -Claire Wagner, UUSC Rep. 
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It©s fall, and leaves will soon be covering the 
parking lot. Green Sanctuary Partners and the 
Landscape Volunteers would greatly appreciate 
helpers for raking/blowing.  Tools can be provided 
- an ideal chance for apartment dwellers to spend 
some time in the great outdoors!  Also, if you have 
a pickup truck (or room in your car for some bags) 
and could take a few loads to the county yard 
waste sites or other places they could be com-
posted, that would be very helpful.  Some of the 
leaves go into our composting supply or yard 
waste bin, but we don©t have room for all of them!  
If you’d like to help, please contact Judy Strong. 
                                                          -Judy Strong 
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St. John’s is pleased to welcome Tim Dewald as 
the new interim chair of the Technical Committee. 
Tim is  the person to contact with concerns about the 
church©s website, network and computers.    
                                                        –Pete Asman 
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Looking for that special gift for the UU in your life? 
The Church of the Larger Fellowship offers chalice 
jewelry, UU themed note cards and much more. 
Visit the CLF website at www.clfuu.org and click on 
CLF Shop to view and purchase products. All 
proceeds support the many ministries of CLF serving 
UU individuals and small groups all over the world.  
                               -Church of the Larger Fellowship 
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Please note that because of the Thanksgiving 
holiday, the deadline for the next issue of The 
Reporter will be Thursday November  29 (and not 
November 22). The next deadline after that issue will 
be Thursday December 13 (this will be the only issue 
of the newsletter for the entire month of December).  
The next deadline after that will be on Thursday 
January 3 and we will get us back on our every two 
week schedule for 2008. All submissions need to be 
sent to Bruce Beisner by NO LATER THAN 5PM 
on the deadline date. Thank you. 
                                                 -Bruce Beisner, editor  
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Because of the Thanksgiving and Christmas 
holidays, the St. John’s Board of Trustees meetings 
will happen on a revised schedule. Upcoming 
meetings will be on November 14 at 6pm and 
December 12 at 6pm. The Board meeting in January 
will be as scheduled on the third Wednesday 
(January 16).  
                       -Cliff Shisler, Board President 
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MUSE Women’s Choir will celebrate its 25th year at 
their fall concerts on Saturday November 17 at 8pm 
and Sunday November 18 at 3pm at St. John’s. The 
concert titled “Rapt in 
 Love”  will feature musical 
 guests Wishing Chair.  
MUSE will give the Mid- 
west premiere of “Weave  
and Spin”—a tapestry of  
women’s lives written by  
Miriam Davidson and  
Kiya Heartwood. The six  
movement suite introduces 
us to a symphony of wo- 
men who have gone before us, 
part of the patchwork of our daily lives. The diverse 
music offers a blend of Appalachian and South 
African a cappella singing styles, a flamenco-pop 
love song and a rousing gospel call to social action. 
The program will also include some the choir’s 
favorite bold love songs including “Miss Celie’s 
Blues”  from The Color Purple and Holly Near’s 
“Perfect Night.”  Seating is limited with only two 
performances so get your tickets now. Tickets are 
available in advance at St. John’s and by visiting the 
MUSE website at www.musechoir.org. 
                                   -The Music Committee  
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By the time you receive this issue of The Reporter, 
you may already know that the “Closing the Gap”  
campaign is underway.  This campaign, designed to 
help close the gap in our current 2007/2008 budget 
deficit, will run for two weeks.  We ask that you 
consider your response to the campaign and turn in 
your donation card by Sunday, November 18, if at 
all possible.  There is some good news to report.  
Our estimate for this year’s utility costs has 
decreased from $23,030 to $18,300.  This decrease is 
the result of a recent adjustment to our billing by 
Duke Energy.  While the overall projected deficit 
has dropped from $20,000 to $15,000, the deficit 
remains substantial.   
   

Our Board is counting on this campaign as the major 
source of funds in solving our deficit problem.  You 
should know, however, that the Board is considering 
the possible use of some money from the 
contingency fund.  Nonetheless, cuts to our budget 
are a real possibility if the fund drive is not 
successful.  So it is important that each of you 
carefully consider your response to this fund drive. 
  
For those of you who will be making a new or 
additional pledge or are making a one time donation, 
we thank you for helping us manage this deficit.  For 
those of you who believe that your current pledge for 
the 2007/2008 fiscal year is what you are able to give 
at this time, we sincerely thank you for your current 
pledge.  If your current financial situation does not 
allow you to financially support St. John’s at this 
time, we want you to know that your membership 
and active participation in our congregation is 
important  and valued, and we hope that you will be 
able to financially support our St. John’s family in 
the future. 
  
Donation cards will be made available at the 
November 11 and November 18 community and 
contemporary services.  You may use the donation 
card included in this issue if you prefer.  There is a 
donation card box in the office for those of you who 
wish to drop your donation card off in person.  You  
can also mail your donation card to the church.  We 
ask that you write “Closing the Gap”  on the outside 
of any envelope containing a donation card and on 
the memo line of any check submitted.   
  
We, as UU’s, value the democratic process.  Your 
response to this campaign is one way you can voice 
your opinion.  There is a place on the donation card 
for comments.  We encourage you take advantage of 
this opportunity to let us know your thoughts and 
concerns, if any.  All comments will be carefully 
reviewed and shared with our Board. 
  
So now is the time for you to act.  If you believe that 
an active St. John’s is important in your life, please 
consider making a pledge or donation now.  
                                           -Your Stewardship Team,  
                                                         Tom Darner, Chair 
 
 
                            The Reporter,   November 11, 2007    PAGE 5 

 
 



$�-
 � � � � �) + �7 � � �

Tips and Ideas – RE Sponsored Holiday Outreach 
Donations Due to St. John’s by Dec. 16 

 
Helpers Needed to Transpor t I tems 

 to the Free Store – 
Contact Layne or Mary if your family can help. 

                 
                           Warm Woollies for the Mitten Tree:                        
                           An assortment of hats, gloves and scarves.  
 
 
 
General Health and Hygiene items:  
Hotel or Sample Sizes + Full Sizes  
Toothbrushes/paste/ soap/ shampoo/ shaving  cream/razors/ chap stick/ lotion/ band-
aids/anti-biotic ointment/hairbrush /comb/tampons/moist toilettes /Tylenol/ etc.   
 
 
 ‘Little Gifts’  :  

Things such as non-perishable snacks, gum, nuts, candies/ paperback books, playing cards/ 
small toys/ cars/ beading kits/make-up/perfume/nail polish/arts and crafts items/ drawing 

and art goodies/ writing paper/a watch/  decks of flash cards on assorted subjects/socks/man’s 
cologne/etc.  

 
                                     Non-Perishable Foods and Canned Goods:  
                                     Canned goods – staple foods. Boxed goods are         
                                           preferable to bagged goods.   
 
     
 
Thanks in advance to the St. John’s UU Community for your generosity and engagement with RE Sponsored 
Social Outreach Project. Your active involvement models for our children the UU value of sharing. Please 
contact Mary or Layne, or any RE Associate if you have questions or would be available  
to help with transporting donations.   
 
                                                                           In the UU Spirit,    
                                                                           Layne Richard-Hammock 
                                                                           Mary Darner 
                                                                           St. John’s Co-Directors of Religious Exploration 
 
 
PAGE  6   The Reporter    November 11, 2007 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



�
) + �* � %� 0 � %� + � �� * $+" , * ) �

" 	 � 
 
 &
 �9, 
 � 
 
 &
 � �: � � �� � 
 �� � � 
 ; �
 
Sunday Nov. 18 -  Multigenerational service at 11am - ABIDING WITH GRATITUDE - Guest At Your 
Table introduction, child dedications and lots of involvement with and from our children and youth.  
Classes WILL meet for Pre-K and Growing Times. Childcare for Babes and Wee Walkers.  
 Voices of Variety rehearsal at 12:15pm in Rosa Parks. 
 Coming of Age (8th graders) workshop after church at 12:45pm. 
  
HAPPY THANKSGIVING - Have you taken up Mary’s invitation to write down thoughts about gratitude 
and share those around the family Thanksgiving table?  
  
Sunday Nov. 25 - No regular RE classes.  Child care available downstairs for young children up through 
Growing Times ages.  
Voices of Variety Rehearsal at 12:15 in Rosa Parks.  
  
Saturday Dec. 1-  Voices of Variety children©s choir: rehearsal and scrumptious lunch 10m to noon 
  
Sunday Dec. 2-  RE presents "December Around the World" with Voices of Variety singers at 11am 
Multigenerational service for ages  Pre-K through YRUU. Class WILL be held for Growing Times and 
Childcare for Babes and Wee Walkers provided.  
  
Saturday Dec. 8 - Got Gingerbread? 6pm Families decorate Gingerbread Houses and eat pizza together. 
$15 per family for dinner and gingerbread house kit.  Please RSVP to Josie at 513-961-1938 or 
stjohnuu@fuse.net. Deadline to reserve your spot is Wednesday Dec. 5th.  
  
Sunday Dec. 9 - Regular schedule, Growing Times to 5th begin in the Sanctuary.  
  
Sunday Dec. 16 - Children join their families to hear the adult choir sing Handel©s Messiah.  Child care  
for children up through Growing Times ages. Child care for Babes and Wee Walker toddlers. 
  
Sunday Dec. 23 - No RE Classes. Child care for Babes and Wee Walkers. 
  
Monday Dec. 24 - 7pm Christmas Eve service for all ages.  Child care for Babes and Wee Walkers. 
  
Sunday Dec. 30 - Special Program for children during 11am service.  Magician - ©The Amazing Tyson© and 
looking to a new year of activities. Parents (a few) encouraged to attend with their small  
children to help with adult presence.  Childcare for Babes and Wee Walkers.  
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Monday November  12 
7:00pm- Adult RE: Spirit of Life 
7:30pm- Adult RE: Environmental Resp. 
 
Tuesday November  13 
10:00am- Yoga 
10:00am- Meditation 
6:30pm- MARCC Planning Meeting 
7:00pm- Adult RE: World Religions 
7:00pm- Sabbatical Team 
7:30pm- Adult RE: Taking Retirement 
 
Wednesday November  14 
8;30am- Staff Meeting 
6:00pm- Board of Trustees Meeting 
7:00pm- Chalice Group (December) 
 
Thursday November  15 
Noon- Adult RE: My River Home 
7:00pm- Choir Rehearsal 
 
Fr iday November  16 
10:00am- Adult RE: Taking Retirement 
7:30pm- Women’s Book Group 
 
Saturday November  17 
9:00am- Contemporary Service Rehearsal 
9:00am- CPR Class 
10:00am- CGCC 
8:00pm- Music Series Concert with MUSE 
 
Sunday November  18 
9am- Contemporary Service 
11am- Community Worship Service 
12:15pm- Green Sanctuary 
12:15pm- Friends of Szentlaszlo Luncheon 
12:15pm- Voices of Variety Rehearsal  
12:30pm- Coming of Age 
3:00pm- Music Series Concert with MUSE 
7:00pm- Chalice Group (Hadden) 
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Monday November  19 
10:00am- Chalice Group (Luerssen) 
7:00pm- Contemporary Service Planning Team 
7:00pm- Adult RE: Spirit of Life 
7:30pm- Adult RE Environmental Resp. 
 
Tuesday November  20 
10:00am- Yoga 
10:00am- Meditation 
7:00pm- Adult RE: World Religions 
7:00pm- YADA (Young Adults Discussion) 
7:30pm- Adult RE: Taking Retirement 
 
Thursday November  22 
Thanksgiving Day 
Church Office Closed 
 
Fr iday November  23 
Church Office Closed  
 
Saturday November  24 
9am- Contemporary Service Rehearsal 
7:00pm- Earth Spirit Full Moon  
 
Sunday November  25 
9am- Contemporary Service 
11am- Community Worship Service 
12:15pm- Voices of Variety Rehearsal 
12:30pm- Social Action Coordinating Committee 
7:00pm- A Course in Miracles 
 
Monday November  26 
7:00pm- Friends of Szentlaszlo 
7:00pm- Adult RE: Spirit of  Life 
7:00pm- Adult RE: Environmental Resp. 
 
Tuesday November  27 
10:00am- Yoga 
10:00am- Meditation  
7:00pm- Chalice Group (O’Neill) 
7:00pm- Adult RE: World Religions 
 
Wednesday November  28 
6:30pm- Wed/Tech Committee 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



�

%� 	 � � � �� -��� 
 �� 
 
 � �
�

An awe so quiet I don’ t know when it began. 
A gratitude had begun to sing in me. 

Was there some moment dividing song from no song? 
When does dewfall begin? 

When does night fold its arms 
Over our hearts to cherish them? 

When is daybreak? 
 
                                                                              -Denise Levertov 

 


