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Sunday Services and Children’s Religious Exploration classes at  
St. John’s begin at 11:00am. Child care is available. Parking can  
be found behind the Clifton Mosque (located across Clifton Avenue from 
the Clifton School construction site) or in the Recreation Center lot on 
McAlpin Avenue. The church parking lot is reserved for visitors, families 
with small children, our older members, and those with handicapped 
permits. 
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“ The Non-Duality of Good & Evil: Reflections on a New Holy War”  
guest speaker: David Loy 
     Do President Bush and al-Qaeda share the same understanding of 
good and evil?  In order for us to be good, do we need to destroy evil?  
Or is the attempt to destroy evil one of the main causes of evil?  David 
Loy is the Besl Family Chair of Ethics/Religion and Society at Xavier 
University. A longtime Zen student, he is also qualified as a Zen teacher 
in the Sanbo Kyodan tradition. 
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“ Committing to the Future”  
the Rev. Dr. Frank Carpenter  
     Halloween, lots of scary things; some of them more fearful than 
others.  With the rapture and Armageddon, fundamentalist Christ-ianity 
finds hope in an alarming future. We religious liberals find hope in the 
future by making commitment. 
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“ All Souls’  Day”  
the Rev. Dr. Frank Carpenter  
     We’ ll celebrate the high mark in the Universalsit calendar. It will be a 
time for us to recall those who have died this past year. There have been 
a number of significant deaths in our community this past year, and it 
will be good to remember them.  You are invited to bring pictures of 
loved ones who have past on this past year.  Also, please call the church 
office with names of those you would like - in the Order of Service, and 
read during the service. 
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                                                                           by the Rev. Dr. Frank Carpenter 
 
Jesus taught us to love our neighbor as ourselves. I have often thought that a natural law, or spiritual law: we 
do, in fact, love our neighbor as our self.   
 
Buddhism teaches that the notion of selfhood is an illusion; there really is no me and thee.  We are one.  So it 
would be a spiritual law that as I treat you, so I treat myself. 
 
This central spiritual wisdom has not been limited to prophets and priests.  In MOBY DICK, compulsive 
Ahab says at one point, “Close! Stand close to me, Starbuck; let me look into a human eye; it is better than to 
gaze into sea or sky; better than to gaze upon God.  By the green land; by the birth hearthstone! This is the 
magic glass, man; I see my wife and my child in thine eye.”  
 
The psychologist puts it into their language, “…relationship to the self is at once relationship to our fellow 
man…,”  to quote the Zurich witchdoctor. 
 
When our parents taught us that “ If you don’ t have anything nice to say, don’ t say anything at all,”  it’s the 
old learning of loving kindness to ourselves as well as to others.  Off at seminary we learn how churches are 
emotional systems, how feelings move about congregations as in families.  The instruction is “Focus on the 
health of the system, not on the pathology.”   Paying attention to negative behavior rewards that behavior. 
 
We are one.  Charles Darwin knew that, for such was the mystical dream which inspired him in the theory of 
evolution. It’ s all about how you treat those whose eyes you can gaze into.  In the Old Testament, Cain 
demanded to know who his brother was.  In the New, Jesus responded to people asking who their neighbor 
was.   
 
We are all one, when we look into each others eyes, we see ourselves.  The Golden Rule says we should do 
unto others as we would have others do unto us.  We do; we do!   
 

                                                                                                  Praised Be,  

                                                                          Frank 
 

 
Our Mission: St. John’s is committed to creating a safe and caring community,  

working for social justice and celebrating beliefs that respect freedom of thought. 
We are pleased to be designated a “ Welcoming Congregation”  by the Unitarian Universalist Association,  

and as such we honor and value the racial, cultural, economic, religious, physical ability, 
sexual orientation and gender diversity of our members and visitors, young and old. 
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Come one and all to St. John’s on Saturday October 
20 at 6pm. Sample delectable appetizers and desserts 
prepared by St. John’s best cooks. Sign up for 
dinners in members’  homes. Bid on services and gift 
certificates that would make your life so much easier. 
Catch up with old friends and make new friends at 
this social event. While adults enjoy the tastes and 
silent auction upstairs, kids will meet storyteller 
Pirate MacGregor and have a child-friendly meal 
downstairs. Take a few minutes to view the catalog 
and you will doubtless find something you just have 
to have!  Remember, all money raised at Taste 
benefits the operating budget of the church. View the 
catalog online at the website at www.stjohnsuu.org 
(link under Events). An event like this takes many 
hands to run smoothly. Please contact Wanda 
Crawford to help with setup, food prep, serving, 
cleanup, selling tickets or childcare. Thanks! 
                                                -The Taste Team 
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All are invited to a presentation by the American 
photographer, Stephen Spinder, who will show and 
discuss his book of photographs, “Ten Years in 
Transylvania” , on Sunday October 21 at 12:45pm  in 
Krolfifer Hall. Stephen has been photographing the 
surviving Hungarian folk culture in Transylvan-ia 
since 1991 and has lived in Budapest since 1995.  
His presentation reveals his passion and search for 
the rich Hungarian folk culture that remains despite 
it being in its “utoso ora”  last hours. This passion has 
earned him standing with the Hungarian Cultur-al 
Ministry which supported the publishing of his  
  

book.  Stephen will be available to sign copies of 
his book after his presentation.  This event is being 
sponsored by the Friends of Szentlaszlo, the group 
that coordinates St. John’s partnership with the 
Unitarian Church of Nyaradszentlaszlo, Romania.  
There will be a soup and bread luncheon in the 
social hall starting at 12:15 pm. The cost is $5 for 
adults, $2 for kids 10 and under.  All proceeds from 
the luncheon will go to St. John’s “Bread for the 
Elderly”  program which provides a loaf of bread 
each week to every elderly person in our partner 
congregation. Come for Stephen’s presentation, for 
the luncheon, or both.  For more information, you 
can contact Tom Darner. 
                                -The Friends of Szentlaszlo 
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Several times each year we invite visitors and fre-
quent attendees to an orientation session about St. 
John©s. This is an opportunity for you to share your 
spiritual journey, to learn about our history, our 
activities, take a tour of the building and ask ques-
tions. The membership book will be open on that  
day, so if you have been considering joining St. 
John’s this is a good time. The next session will be 
on Saturday October 27 starting at 9am with coffee 
and conversation and ending about 12:30pm with 
lunch. Child care is provided. Please call the church 
office by October 24 to reserve a place and to let us 
know your child care and dietary needs.  
                             -The Membership Committee 
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The Women’s Book Group will meet at 7:30pm  
on Friday October 19 at the home of Shari Able. 
We’ ll discuss You Just Don’ t Understand: Women 
and Men in Conversation by Debara Tannin. In 
November we’ ll meet at church to discuss Saturday 
by Ian McEwan. All women are welcome. Please 
call Shari Able for directions. For information call 
Debbie Combs. 
                                                    -Debbie Combs 
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We will be signing up 2008 coffee hour hosts in 
Krolfifer after the service on October 21. Hosts are 
still needed for this December as there is no one 
currently scheduled for that month. On the whole, 
the first year for this new procedure went well. 
There were some challenges with some no-shows 
but overall you made this system work, and with 
some refinements it can be better.  So, think about 
dates that will work for you and make this com-
mitment important as any other.  
                      -Greg Terhune & Tracy Flanagan 
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Join us on Friday November 2 in Krolfifer for the 
Adult RE offering called “First Friday Flicks.”  
Starting promptly at 7pm, we’ ll watch Chocolat 
(rated PG-13) staring Johnny Depp and Juliette 
Binoche. After the film we’ ll discus “Welcoming 
the Stranger”  with materials provided by the UUA. 
The evening will conclude at 9:30pm. Please bring 
your own beverage, and for comfort, bring your 
own chair. See the Adult RE bulletin board for 
upcoming film titles and for information contact 
Debbie Combs. 
                                              -Debbie Combs 
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How would you like to spend a week at a 
beachside condo in South Carolina? How about 
dinner at Brio in Newport plus the Sweet Honey in 
the Rock concert here in Cincinnati on Saturday 
November 3? Someone at St. John’s will win each 
of these prizes. Maybe that someone is you! All it 
takes is a raffle ticket ($5 per ticket or 6 for $25). 
 Visit the Taste of St. John’s table after church or 
contact Wanda Crawford or Karen Miller. The 
drawing will be held at Taste of St. John’s on 
October 20; you need not be present to win. This 
raffle is made possible thru the generosity of Jim 
and Kathryn McDonough, Debbie Combs and the 
MUSE Women’s Choir. 
                                       -the Fundraising Committee 
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All are welcome to join us as we gather on the final 
Friday of each month to play games of all sorts.  We 
meet in Krolfifer at St. John’s at 7pm and stay until 
the last games are finished.  If you are so inclined, 
you may bring some sort of snack, but it©s strictly 
optional.  Please join us at our next meeting on 
Friday October 26.  Please contact Karen Miller  
with any questions. 
                                                    -Karen Miller 
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SPIRIT OF LIFE: 
This open group meets at 7pm every Monday night 
during October and November. Join us to explore the 
following topics in the next few weeks: 
Oct. 15: The Stirrings of Compassion –  
   Caring For  One Another 
Oct. 22: Blow in the Wind, Rise in the Sea –   
    Spirituality in Nature 
Oct. 29: Move in the Hands –  
   Living Our Spirituality in Our Day to Day Lives 
Leaders for these sessions are Barbara Hadden and 
Greg Terhune. No registration is necessary. 
 
INTENTIONAL HOSPITALITY: 
What might have seemed easy as a child may seem  
a little harder at coffee hour. Learn how to get past 
the “hello”  and feel comfortable with our guests and 
visitors at St. John’s. On Tuesday October 23 at 
7pm, Karolyn Schalk will lead this class. There is 
still room for more participants. Contact Carol Fencl 
for more information. 
   
                    -Adult Religious Exploration Committee 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

6
 	 � � � � � � 
 �� 
 � �
�

1 � � 	 
 �� � �* 	 � � � �9 
 
 ��� � � �
Because of the Thanksgiving and Christmas holi-
days, the St. John’s Board of Trustees meetings will 
happen on a revised schedule. Upcoming meetings 
will be on November 14 at 6pm and December 12 at 
6pm. The Board meeting in January will be as 
scheduled on the third Wednesday (January 16).  
                                  -Cliff Shisler, Board President 
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The six important words of MARCC are:  Learn, 
Convene, Send, Listen, Interpret and Inform.  These 
are the actions that the Metropolitan Area Religious 
Coalitions of Greater Cincinnati use to impact social 
justice issues in our area.  Learning about issues; 
convening meetings between interested parties; 
sending letters and representatives to city officials 
and community groups; listening to the needs of the 
community; interpreting data, statistics and the needs 
of people; and informing the populous and its 
member congregations of current issues make up the 
actions of the faith communities that join together to 
form MARCC.  
It is exciting to be able to announce that we UUs  
are going to host the MARCC planning conference 
meeting on Tuesday November 13 at 6pm at St. 
John’s. At the planning meeting, the 17 judacatories 
(denominations/faiths) that comprise MARCC will 
gather to learn about the accomplishments of the past 
year and to choose the two areas of concentration for 
the year to come. The evening starts with a catered 
dinner that will cost $10 per person followed by a 
meeting. We need at least five UU representatives to 
attend the five discussion areas so that they can 
become knowledgeable about the topics and report 
back to the rest of the UUs present.  We UUs will 
then decide and vote on what areas of concentration 
we would like to see for the following year.  The 
concentrations are voted on by all 17 judicatories 
and the top two concerns become the focus of the 
year to come.  This past year’s two concentrations 
were “The Collaborative Agreement”  and “Youth  
 

and Violence.”   MJ Pierson (the UU representative 
on the Executive Board) is coordinating volunteers to 
staff the meeting. We need a few volunteers to help 
with registration and make coffee.  In preparation for  
the November meeting. Karolyn Schalk (the UU 
Council President) will host a meeting in her home 
on Thursday October 25 at 7:30pm  to discuss our 
UU suggestions for the concentrations for MARCC 
for the next year.  Social Justice or Social Concerns 
Committee members are encouraged to come to the 
meeting.  We will also aquatint ourselves with the 
potential areas that will be discussed at the planning 
meeting.  If you can come to either of these meet-
ings or volunteer to help, please contact MJ Pierson 
of Northern Hills Fellowship. 
                                              -Mary Jean Pierson 
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Tax time is here and so is the annual pledge 
campaign and along with it the capital campaign. 
Don’ t forget that if you donate property, such as 
stock or mutual fund shares to St. John’s, and you 
owned the asset for more than a year, you can write 
off its value on the day that you made the gift , not 
what you originally paid for it. You don’ t have to pay 
tax on the appreciation while you owned the stock, 
either. You may want to consider using appreciated 
property instead of cash for your pledge. What if you 
really want to keep the stock in your portfolio? 
Donate the shares you own and use the cash you 
would have given to buy new shares. The advantage 
is that you’ ll owe tax only on the profit that accrues 
after you repurchase the shares. If the stock or mutual 
fund shares you plan to donate have decreased in 
value, sell the shares and donate the cash. That way, 
you can deduct your loss and claim a charitable 
deduction as well. It you have any questions about 
donating stock or mutual fund shares as your pledge 
please contact Judy Buxton, Treasurer. 
                                         -the Finance Committee 
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by Mary Darner and Layne Richard-Hammock 
St. John’s Directors of Religious Education 
 
Dear  Families, 
How often do you come to church? How often 
should you? One of our DRE colleagues, Mary 
Marsh, mused on these questions in one of her 
newsletter articles. We’ve borrowed a few of her 
thoughts as they relate to bringing children to 
church. Lately, we’ve been noticing that there 
are more children on our rosters than we see 
every week. We know that getting to church on 
Sunday can sometimes be a challenge, and 
sometimes circumstances make it impossible. 
There are very good reasons to make attendance 
a priority. We thought we’d take this 
opportunity to offer good reasons to bring your 
children and youth to church, as often as 
possible:  
    1. Regular and frequent attendance promotes 
a sense of belonging to a loving and supportive 
faith community. 
    2. Children and youth need time to make 
friends and attending frequently promotes that 
friend making process. Once they have friends 
here, they will want to come more often. 
    3. Religious Exploration is important. The 
more often young people are here, the 
greater the impact on their faith development 
and their lives.  
    4. Regular attendance helps our volunteer 
teachers and advisors know your child better. 
It’s harder to develop meaningful connections 
when 
they attend infrequently. 
    5. The classes are vibrant and full of life when 
more children and youth are there. It©s harder to 
have fun when there aren©t enough peers present. 
    6. The spiritual lives of children and youth are 
enhanced by participation in rituals, programs 
and worship activities. 
    7. Church is one of the most important and 
safest places where children get to explore and 
express their spirituality.   
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Keep in mind - 100% attendance in the RE program totals 
only a bit over 52 hours in a calendar year. It’s  
a worthwhile investment in the spiritual, moral and 
ethical growth of the young people in your lives. 
See you and your kids at church! 
  
Upcoming Activities: 
UNICEF:  UNICEF boxes will be distributed on October 
21 and 28 so that children may collect donations for the 
United Nations International Children©s 
Emergency Relief fund while trick or treating door to 
door.  Boxes will be collected November 4.  Please 
encourage children to help other children while they are 
trick or treating. 
Help with Halloween Party: Adult helpers are needed for 
Halloween Party activities on October 28 for our 
Growing Times and Pre-K children. Contact Maria 
Yunker  if you can help. To help with the children©s 
Halloween party for first grade and up, please contact 
Wendy Waters-Connell. 
Sunday October 28: Children are asked to wear 
Halloween costumes to church.  They will be parti-
cipating in a parade through the sanctuary and party 
activities during the 11am service.  Grades 6-8th will be 
helping with party activities.  A new activity this year is 
the “Ofrenda/Altar,”  from our Hispanic and African 
spiritual traditions.  Children and families are inviteded to 
bring pictures or implements that remind  them of 
personal ancestors or mentors who are no longer with us.  
These will be added to the Ofrenda which will have 
been started during the 9am service and will be available 
for viewing during coffee hour.  Other items which could 
be added to the Ofrenda design are foodstuffs that remind 
you of the harvest season: Indian corn, squash, pumpkins, 
nuts, etc.  
Sunday November 4:  Bring photos of those of our church 
community, family members and other significant souls 
who have died in the last year as we celebrate All Souls© 
Sunday at 11am.  This will be a First Sunday Worship 
day for children in preschool to 5th grades who will 
gather for worship at 11am in the Fellowship Hall. We 
encourage all families to share stories of their ancestors 
and loved ones who have died so the children may share 
this information along with their photos on October 28 
and November 4. 
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Monday October  15 
10:00am- Chalice Group (Luerssen) 
7:00pm- Contemporary Service Planning Team 
7:00pm- Adult RE Class: School of the Americas 
7:00pm- Adult RE Class: Spirit of Life 
 
Tuesday October  16 
10:00am- Meditation 
10:00am- Yoga 
7:00pm- YADA Young Adults Discussion 
7:00pm- Adult RE Class: World Religions 
7:30pm- Adult RE Class: Soul Work 
 
Wednesday October  17 
6:00pm- Board of Trustees Meeting 
 
Thursday October  18 
7:15pm- Choir Rehearsal 
 
Fr iday October  19 
7:30pm- Women’s Book Group 
Set Up for Taste of St. John’s 
 
Saturday October  20 
9:00am- Dream Group 
10:00am- Contemporary Service Rehearsal 
Noon to 11:00pm- Taste of St. John’s 
 
Sunday October  21 
9:00am- Contemporary Worship Service 
11:00am- Community Worship Service 
12:15pm- Voices of Variety Rehearsal 
12:15pm- Green Sanctuary Partners 
12:15pm- RE Associates Meeting 
12:15pm- Friends of Szentlaszlo Luncheon 
7:00pm- Chalice Group (Hadden) 
 
 

 
Monday October  22 
6:00pm- Finance Advisory Committee 
7:00pm- Adult RE Class: Spirit of Life 
 
Tuesday October  23 
10:00am- Meditation 
10:00am- Yoga 
7:00pm- Chalice Group (O’Neill) 
7:00pm- Adult RE Class: World Religions 
7:30pm- Adult RE Class: Soul Work 
7;00pm- Adult RE: Intentional Hospitality 
 
Wednesday October  24 
7:00pm- Contemporary Service Planning Team 
 
Thursday October  25 
5:00pm- Deadline for The Reporter 
7:00pm- Committee on Ministry 
7:15pm- Choir Rehearsal 
 
Fr iday October  26 
7:00pm- Final Friday Game Night 
 
Saturday October  27 
9:00am- Exploring UU Class 
2:00pm- Contemporary Service Rehearsal 
7:00pm- Earth Spirit Gathering 
 
Sunday October  28 
9:00am- Contemporary Worship Service 
11:00am- Community Worship Service 
12:30pm- Social Action Coordinating Committee 
6:30pm- Membership Spooky Potluck 
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“The Way of Harmony begins with you.   

Work on yourself and your appointed task in the Way of Harmony.   
Everyone has a spirit that can be refined, a body that can be trained in some  
manner, a suitable path to follow.  You are here for no other purpose than 

 to realize your inner divinity and manifest your innate enlightenment.   
Foster Harmony in your own life,  

then apply its Way to all that you encounter." 
 

--Morihei Ueshiba 
 
 

 


