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Sunday Services and Children’s Religious Exploration classes at  
St. John’s begin at 11:00am. Child care is available. Parking can  
be found behind the Clifton Mosque (located across Clifton Avenue from 
the Clifton School construction site) or in the Recreation Center lot on 
McAlpin Avenue. The church parking lot is reserved for visitors, families 
with small children, our older members, and those with handicapped 
permits. 
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“ Coming Out: There, Here and Elsewhere”  
the Rev. Dr. Frank Carpenter 
     Mahmoud Ahmadinejad says there are no gays and lesbians in Iran.  
Appearing before the Senate Appropriations Committee recently, Gen. 
Peter Pace was asked about his views of gays in the military. He 
responded we should not “condone activity that, in my upbringing, is 
counter to God’s law.”   Coming out remains a risk in the States and 
elsewhere. 
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“ Association Sunday”  
the Rev. Dr. Frank Carpenter and church leaders 
     A hardy troop of St. Johners has just returned from working with  
the UUSC in New Orleans; two of our church leaders attended a 
leadership development week this summer; delegates from St. John’s 
attend District gatherings and the national UUA General Assembly.  At 
the invitation of the President of the UUA, many churches are celebrating 
this Sunday as Association Sunday, thinking about how the UUA is part 
of our “ interdependent web of all existence”  and how we can support it.  
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“ The Non-Duality of Good &  Evil:  
Reflections on a New Holy War”  
      David Loy is the Besl Family Chair of Ethics/Religion & Society at 
Xavier University. A longtime Zen student, he is also qualified as a Zen 
teacher in the Sanbo Kyodan tradition. 
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                                                                           by the Rev. Dr. Frank Carpenter 
 
Thank you for all the notes and healing thoughts you have been sending my way these past weeks! 
 
I was in the hospital following surgery for diviticulitis.  The surgeon said it was the largest he had ever seen.  
The first few weeks I had all sorts of unfamiliar symptoms of course.  Now my main concern is building 
energy and putting on weight.  In the past nine months I’ve lost about forty pounds.  I hope to put on about 
thirty.   
 
My doctor tells me the best way to recover is to slowly work back into a regular schedule, watching how 
I am doing.  Already I’ve been in the office, met with staff and some church leaders. Here I am writing my 
first column since surgery!  But it is slow and the recovery time frustrating.  I look forward to being back in 
the pulpit on October 7. And thankful for your support as well as the support of Annie Foerster and Sharon 
Dittmar! 
 
I’ve spent much of the time catching up on my reading.  My UU ministers study group is meeting at  
the end of November on globalization, reading Jared Diamond on COLLAPSE and Joseph Stiglitz on 
globalization. Other reading has been Irshad Manji’s WHAT’S WRONG WITH ISLAM TODAY;  
a lesbian Muslim she calls for a renewal of the Muslim tradition of personal judgment and moral conscience.   
 
I have been trying for years to finish Ernest Becker’s THE DENIAL OF DEATH. It always seduces me off 
into other directions.  This time what has caught my imagination is that he makes a case for (some) religion 
as necessary illusion, as “creative cultural play.”  A basic impetus of liberal religion has been the 
Enlightenment’s project of going beyond superstition; but Becker and others push that so far that they ask 
how can we know how to live our lives without imagination?  Food for thought! 
 
That’s a bit of what’s been going on with me.  I look forward to catching up with you!   
 

                                                                      Peace,  

                                                  Frank 
 

 
Our Mission: St. John’s is committed to creating a safe and caring community,  
working for social justice and celebrating beliefs that respect freedom of thought.  
 
We are pleased to be designated a “ Welcoming Congregation”  by the Unitarian  
Universalist Association, and as such we honor and value the racial, cultural,  
economic, religious, physical ability, sexual orientation and gender diversity of  
our members and visitors, young and old. 
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Several times each year we invite visitors and fre-
quent attendees to an orientation session about St. 
John©s. This is an opportunity for you to share your 
spiritual journey, to learn about our history, our 
activities, take a tour of the building and ask ques-
tions. The membership book will be open on that  
day, so if you have been considering joining St. 
John’s this is a good time. The next session will be 
on Saturday October 27 starting at 9am with coffee 
and conversation and ending about 12:30pm with 
lunch. Child care is provided. Please call the church 
office by Wednesday October 24 to reserve a place 
and to let us know your child care and dietary needs. 
The office number is 513-961-1938. 
                             -The Membership Committee 
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On Friday October 5, come to Krolfifer Hall for  
the Adult RE offering called “First Friday Flicks.”  
Starting promptly at 7pm, we’ ll watch Woody 
Allen’s “Crimes and Misdemeanors”  followed by a 
discussion concluding at 9:30pm. The content of the 
film focuses on making moral choices. For comfort, 
please bring your own chair such as a folding lawn 
chair. Of course, the folding chairs in Krolfifer will 
be available. For more details, call Debbie Combs 
                              -Debbie Combs 
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Hear ye, hear ye – all those aged under a half-century 
are hereby invited to convene at the esteemed St. 
John’s hitching post (parking lot) on Saturday, the 
13th day of October at 10:00 in the morn and make 
haste forthwith to Waynesville, in the Sovereign 
State of Ohio, for the annual gathering of nobility 
known throughout the region as the Renaissance  

Festival.  Knights and wenches must pay 17 bob at 
the gate, and urchins 10 each, with the charges 
lessened if one dare use the most fantastic of mys-
tical contrivances (www.renfestival.com) in 
advance. All are asked to bring extra pence for 
edibles, amusements, and adornments.  For queries 
and RSVPing, contact the feisty wench Melissa Orr  
                                                   Melissa Orr 
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St. John’s major annual fundraiser, Taste of St. 
John’s, is scheduled for Saturday October 20 at 
6pm. The church budget relies on fundraising for  
a significant portion of income. Please consider 
participating in Taste of St. John’s in these ways: 
1. Attend! It will be a fun evening, with entertain-
ment for children, great food and conversation, and 
opportunities to bid on all kinds of services and 
items. Even if you are on a tight budget and don’ t 
feel you can bid, come to socialize and nosh. For 
$10 or so, you will be well-fed. Invite friends too—
they may enjoy bidding and they will certainly 
enjoy the food and fellowship.  
2. Donate an item, class, social gathering at your 
home, or gift certificate to your favorite restaurant. 
The more items to bid on, the better! Donation 
forms are due Oct. 7. Pick one up at church or from 
St. John’s website (link under Events).  
3. Bring an appetizer or dessert to the event. 
“Tastes”  of these treats will sell for $1 apiece.  
Help make the event run smoothly: help set up, 
clean up, or sell raffle or food tickets. Visit the 
Taste of St. John’s table in Krolfifer for a complete 
list of tasks.  
4. Buy a raffle ticket. See separate article about the 
exciting raffle items.   
For more information, please contact a Fundraising 
Committee member (Wanda Crawford, Karen 
Miller, Jonena Jones, Jennifer Richards or Rosina 
Janus).   
                                        -the Finance Committee 
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The LAFs ( Lifely After Fifty) will be dining out 
together as usual on the second Friday in October.  
This time we will meet in Newport, Kentucky©s 
Buckhead Mountain Grill for dinner at 6:30pm. 
Newcomers to St. Johns are especially encouraged 
to attend.  Reservations are required by Thursday 
October 11. Contact Jan Hay for more details and 
to reserve.  
                                                             -Jan Hay 
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The Women’s Book Group will meet at 7:30pm  
on Friday October 19 at the home of Shari Able. 
We’ ll discuss You Just Don’ t Understand: Women 
and Men in Conversation by Debara Tannin.  
In November we’ ll meet at church to discuss 
Saturday by Ian McEwan. All women are 
welcome. Please call Shari for direction. For 
information call Debbie Combs. 
                                                    -Debbie Combs 
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Stephen Spinder, who has been photographing the 
surviving Hungarian folk culture in Transylvania 
since 1991, will join us at St. Johns for our first 
Soup and Bread Luncheon after the service on 
Sunday October 21.  This noted photographer and 
the author of two books of his photographs will be 
joining us during his trip to the United States from 
Hungary.  His most recent book, Ten Years in 
Transylvania, will be the focus of his audio-visual 
presentation.  So plan on attending the luncheon 
and then stay to see Stephen’s remarkable 
photographs.  Remember, the proceeds from these 
luncheons, sponsored by the Friends of 
Szentlaszlo, help fund our Bread for the Elderly 
Program at our partner church in 
Nyaradszentlaszlo, Romania.  Lunch is only $5 so 
mark your calendars now!  Mr. Spinder©s 
presentation is free and open to all. 
                  -Tom Darner, Friends of Szentlaszlo 
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Barbara Hadden and Greg Terhune will lead our new 
drop-in Adult RE class, Spirit of Life every Monday 
night in October and November. St. John’s has been 
chosen as one of 50 churches across the country to 
try out this new curriculum. Each week is self-
contained, so feel free to come to as many Monday 
evening sessions as you are able. The group will be 
meeting downstairs in the Gandhi Room at 7 p.m. 
There is NO REGISTRATION NECESSARY for 
this program. So drop in and join us on Mondays. 
                    -Adult Religious Exploration Committee 
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We still have openings in the following four Adult 
RE Classes requiring registrations: 
School of the Americas - starts Monday October 1;  
7-8:30pm. Many infamous military leaders from 
Latin America were trained at this U.S. tax 
supported agency in Georgia. Learn about grassroots 
efforts to prevent torture and abuse by the military in 
Latin America. - three weeks, October 1,8 and 15 
Owning Your Religious Past - starts this Thursday 
afternoon October 4; 1-2:30pm.  Did you leave a 
church and give up on religion? We’ ll provide tools 
to reexamine/retrieve the positive aspects of past 
religious connections, focusing on emotions, not 
dogma. -meets four sessions, October 4,11,18 and 25 
Building Your Own Theology - starts this Thursday 
night October 4; 7-8:30pm, runs for 10 weeks. This 
basic class is recommended for both newcomers and 
experienced UUs who want to rethink their theolog-
ical belief system. If you were passionate when you 
first joined St. John©s but have let this part of your 
belief system stagnate over the past few years, it  
may be time to revisit them. 
Spirituality for Every Day Life - starts next Sunday 
afternoon October 7, 4-5:30pm and meets throughout 
the four Sundays of this month. Led by Nina Tolley, 
We’ ll explore what Spirituality means in our every-
day lives.  
For more information about any of our Adult classes, 
please contact Carol Fencl or see the church web site 
under “Education”  at  www.stjohnsuu.org 
                    -Adult Religious Exploration Committee 
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Please join the Board of Trustees for our first Town 
Hall Meeting of the year on Sunday October 14, 
immediately after church, rear of Krolfifer. There 
will be a brief presentation of the Board goals for 
this year, followed by an open time for comments 
and questions about any topic regarding St. John©s. 
Please pour a cup of coffee/tea and join us. 
                                  -Cliff Shisler, Board President 
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*   The Leadership Development Task Force was 
changed to the Leadership Development Commit-
tee. It will report to the Community Council and 
include responsibility for Shared Ministry. To learn 
more about the Leadership Development Commit-
tee, please attend the All Council Meeting on 
Saturday October 6 at noon. 
*   The Contemporary Service including its Program 
Planning Team will be a part of the Religious 
Development Council. 
*   Elizabeth Wilson provided an update about the 
background checks process. 
*   The Town Hall Meeting after the service on 
Sunday October 14 will begin with Board goals for 
the year followed by a time for questions, discus-
sion, or concerns from the congregation. 
                             -Debbie Combs, Board Secretary 
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We will be signing up 2008 coffee hour hosts in 
Krolfifer after upcoming services (October 7, 14 
and 21)  Hosts are still needed for this December as 
there is no one currently scheduled for that month. 
On the whole, the first year for this new procedure 
went well. There were some challenges with some 
no-shows but overall you made this system work, 
and with some refinements it can be better.  So, think 
about dates that will work for you and make this 
commitment as important as any other.  
                      -Greg Terhune & Tracy Flanagan 
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How would you like to spend a week at a beachside 
condo in South Carolina? How about dinner at Brio’s 
in Newport plus the Sweet Honey in the Rock 
concert here in Cincinnati on November 3? Someone 
at St. John’s will win each of these prizes. Maybe 
that someone is you! All it takes is a raffle ticket ($5 
per ticket or 6 for $25).  Visit the Taste of St. John’s 
table after church or contact Wanda Crawford or 
Karen Miller. The drawing will be held at Taste of 
St. John’s on October 20; you need not be present to 
win. This raffle is made possible thru the generosity 
of Jim and Kathryn McDonough, MUSE Wonen’s 
Choir and Debbie Combs. 
                                       -the Fundraising Committee 
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CDs of last spring©s choir concert, a Tribute to New 
Orleans, are now on sale for only $10.  You can 
purchase them after the Sunday services this month 
or by contacting Tom Darner. The net proceeds will 
go to a Louisiana hurricane relief project identified 
by our mission relief group going to New Orleans 
this month. 
                              -Tom Darner, St. John’s Choir 
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The Interfaith Alliance and the UU Council invite all 
St. Johners to attend “Restorative Justice: A Path to 
Public Safety and a New Paradigm for Criminal 
Justice”  on Saturday October 13 at First Unitarian 
Church. Registration is at 8:30am with the program 
from 9am to 1pm.  Speakers will include Karin Ho; 
Ohio Department of Rehabilitation and Corrections; 
Charles See, Executive Director of Cuyahoga 
Community Reentry Program; Jennifer Williams, 
Manager at Out of the Crossfire at University Hos-
pital; Judge Michael J. Sage of the Butler County 
Court of Common Pleas; and Patrick Murphy 
Welage, Peace and Justice Programs at Xavier. No 
registration is required.  
                                                           -Karolyn Schalk 
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by Mary Darner and Layne Richard-Hammock 
St. John’s Directors of Religious Education 
 
Fabulous star t to the new Religious 
Exploration Church Year : All child/youth  
RE classes are fully staffed with teaching teams 
and things are rolling along nicely. Welcome 
aboard and thanks to Sam Dewald and Brenda 
Wolfersburger for filling the needed spots on the 
teaching teams. The RE Associates group for 
Nursery to Sr. High, including our newest 
member Wendy Waters-Connell, met last 
Sunday and this leadership team is really 
stepping up. It is such a joy to work with a high 
functioning, dedicated group. As new leadership 
teams are established, there is a predictable set  
of group formation stages, one version of which 
names the stages as ©Forming - Storming - 
Norming -Performing© and this group is already 
at the norming stage with performing happening 
right out of the gate! Fantastic!  
  
Parents/Grandparents/Guardians with 
children 2nd grade and younger : To provide 
children a sense of security and appropriate 
supervision, we ask that adults responsible for 
children 2nd grade or younger pick up your 
children from their class spaces. Teachers plan 
lessons such that 12:15 is the optimal pick-up 
time allowing classes to complete activities. If 
the service runs later than 12:15 please pick up 
your children immediately following the service. 
Thanks so much for your cooperation.  
  
RE Registration for  Infants-12th Grade:  
Of the approximately 60 active families with 
children/ youth in RE - 39 have completed the 
registration process. THANKS! Forms for the 
other 21 families, in alphabetical order by adult 
last names, will be on the white coffee table in 
the Haehnle Lobby for the next few  Sunday©s. 
Turn in completed forms in the same place.  
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RE Class Helpers now being scheduled: Each  
RE Class is represented by a liaison/member of the RE 
Associates Team. These folks will be getting in touch 
with families on a per class basis to schedule ©adult 
helpers© in the various RE Classes. Please give some 
thought as to when you are available to make the sche-
duling process go smoothly. Additionally - adults in the 
congregation are encouraged to OFFER to serve as a 
classroom helper. It©s a great way to maintain or grow 
intergenerational connections and to acknowledge that it 
does indeed “Take the Whole Village to Raise The 
Children” . Contact Layne or Mary with your offer to 
serve. 
  
First Sunday Worship: Children in grades Pre-K, 1st-
2nd , 3rd ,and 4th-5th classes will gather at 11am in 
Krolfifer for First Sunday Worship. At approximately 
11:20 the children and their teachers will go to their 
respective spaces for RE Classes.  
  
Snacks in RE Classes (1st grade and older) are now at 
the option of the teaching teams and/or as called for in 
the curriculum - with snacks available during social time 
after the service. NO peanuts or products containing 
peanuts are to be used in any RE Classes due to allergy 
issues. 
  
Tr ick-or -Treat for  UNICEF will be introduced this 
month as a social outreach project for the children.  
Materials will be supplied at church and if you wish 
to explore some good information, check out 
 http://www.unicefusa.org with your kids.  
 
Halloween Par ty is in the works for October 28 during 
church time. The traditional ©costume parade© will be 
among the festivities. The party this year will be a 
planned learning opportunity to help the children 
understand the Pagan roots of this holiday. If you would 
like to help with food/activities/©day of© support, for one 
or both of the ©younger and older kid©s parties© : please 
contact Maria Yunker. 
 
                                             (continued on page 7) 
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(continued from page 6) 
 
Voices of Var iety: Please make note of scheduled 
times for Voices of Variety rehearsals and pick-up 
your younger children in Rosa Parks at the  con-
clusion of practice. Thanks. 
  
Prepare Affair :  Some of our older classes are 
investigating the possibility of participating in the 
Prepare Affair. More info will be coming soon. The 
commitment deadline is October 26.  
  
The next RE Associates meeting is scheduled for 
October 21. We welcome your feedback, ideas, what 
you like and what you©d like to see available to 
support the religious becoming of our children and 
youth. Feel free to share your thoughts with Mary or 
Layne and we©ll be sure your ideas are represent-ed 
at our next meeting.  
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Nationally noted UU author, Neil Chethik will be 
presenting a special workshop called “Love for the 
Long Run: How to Make a Good Relationship 
Better”  on Sunday October 21 from 1pm to 3:30pm 
at First Unitarian Church.  Neil is from Lexington, 
KY and is the author of FatherLoss (Hyperion) and 
VoiceMale (Simon & Schuster).  This is a lively, 
experiential workshop for couples of all ages and 
stages of relationships, a program that helps couples 
identify the strengths and struggles in their unions, 
marriages, and commitments --and offers practical 
ways to improve the relationship.  This workshop 
welcomes all couples, young or old, married or not, 
straight or gay etc. Among the topics addressed: 
housework, sex, arguing styles, the impact of 
children. Neil is a co-founder of the UU Men©s 
Network and promises a male- and female-friendly 
workshop. Cost is $10 per couple. To register, please 
call 513-281-1564. For more information about Neil 
Chetnik, visit www.neilchethik.com 
           -Odyssey Committee, First Unitarian Church 
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“The new survival unit is no longer  

the individual nation; 
It’s the entire human race  

and its environment. 
This newfound oneness is only a 

rediscovery of an ancient religious truth. 
Unity is not something  

we are called on to create; 
it’s something we are called on  

to recognize.”  
   

                            -William Sloan Coffin 
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Monday October  1 
7:00pm- Contemporary Service Planning Team 
7:00pm- Adult RE Class: School of the Americas 
7:00pm- Adult RE Class: Spirit of Life 
 
Tuesday October  2 
10:00am- Meditation 
10:00am- Yoga 
7:00pm- YADA Young Adults Discussion 
7:00pm- Adult RE Class: World Religions 
7:30pm- Adult RE Class: Soul Work 
 
Wednesday October  3 
8:30am- Staff Meeting 
7:00pm- Membership Committee 
 
Thursday October  4 
1:00pm- Adult RE Class: Religious Past 
6:00pm- Music Committee 
7:00pm- Adult RE Class: Building Your  
    Own Theology 
7:15pm- Choir Rehearsal 
 
Fr iday October  5 
7:00pm- First Friday Flicks 
 
Saturday October  6 
9:30am- Cincinnati UU Council Meeting 
11:00am- St. John’s All Council Meeting 
 
Sunday October  7 
11:00am- Sunday Community Worship Service 
11:00am- First Sunday RE Service 
12:15pm- Voices of Variety Rehearsal 
12:30pm- Public Relations Committee 
12:30pm- RE Associates Meeting 
4:00pm- Adult RE: Spirituality in Everyday Life 
6:00pm- St. John’s Men’s Group 
 
 

 
Monday October  8 
Columbus Day 
7:00pm- Adult RE Class: School of the Americas 
7:00pm- Adult RE Class: Spirit of Life 
 
Tuesday October  9 
10:00am- Meditation 
10:00am- Yoga 
7:00pm- Adult RE Class: World Religions 
7:30pm- Adult RE Class: Soul Work 
 
Wednesday October  10 
7:00pm- Executive Board Meeting 
 
Thursday October  11 
National Coming Out Day 
1:00pm- Adult RE Class: Religious Past 
5:00pm- Deadline for The Reporter 
7:00pm- Adult RE Class: Building Your  
    Own Theology 
7:15pm- Choir Rehearsal 
 
Saturday October  13 
9:30am- Friends of Jung 
11:00am- Chalice Group (Nunn) 
 
Sunday October  14 
11:00am- Sunday Community Worship Service 
12:15pm- Voices of Variety Rehearsal 
12:30pm- Town Hall Meeting 
1:00pm- Interweave Lunch 
4:00pm- Adult RE: Spirituality in Everyday Life 
7:00pm- A Course in Miracles (ACIM) 
 
Monday October  15 
7:00pm- Contemporary Service Planning Team 
7:00pm- Adult RE Class: School of the Americas 
7:00pm- Adult RE Class: Spirit of Life 
 
Tuesday October  16 
10:00am- Meditation 
10:00am- Yoga 
7:00pm- YADA Young Adults Discussion 
7:00pm- Adult RE Class: World Religions 
7:30pm- Adult RE Class: Soul Work 

 


