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Summer Services and Children’s Religious Exploration classes at  
St. John’s begin at 10:30AM. Child care is available. Parking can be 
found behind the Clifton Mosque (located across Clifton Avenue from 
the Clifton School construction site) or in the Clifton Recreation Center 
lot on McAlpin Avenue. The church parking lot is reserved for visitors, 
families with small children, our older members, and those with 
handicapped permits. 
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” Learning to be Peacemakers”  
     One of the Unitarian Universalist Association’s ongoing 
Congregational Study/Action Issues is “Peacemaking.”  On Sunday 
August 26, we will welcome a Vietnam  
War veteran and a Vietnam era anti-war  
protester who will share their personal  
journeys which have led them to become  
involved in current efforts advocating  
non-violence and peacemaking. Worship 
leader will be Frances May Brooks.  
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                                              ” Gathering of the Waters”  
                                                    Please join us as we draw the summer 
                                                season to a close with our annual Water 
                                                Communion service. Plan to bring some  
                                                water from your summer travels and  
                                                prepare to share its special meaning with  
                                                the congregation. Barbara Hadden will be  
                                                leading this ceremonial celebration of  
                                                ingathering and community on Labor Day  
                                                 weekend. 
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As you may have heard, there are a bunch of board 
game enthusiasts here at St. John’s!  We gather the 
final Friday of each month and bring our favorite 
board games for a night of friendly competition.  
We’d love it if you’d join us on Friday August 31 at 
7pm in Krolfifer.  If you’d like, you can bring your 
favorite games and/or a snack to share, but it’s all 
strictly optional.  The only requirements are yourself 
and your sense of fun.  Please call Karen Miller with 
questions. 
                                                              -Karen Miller 
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Members of St. John’s will be hosting summer 
potlucks at their homes in the coming weeks.  
If you’d like to attend one of these gatherings,  
please sign up on the sheets posted on the wall  
in Krolfifer Hall. Scheduled potlucks include: 
Tuesday August 28 at 6:30pm at the home of 
LaDonna Fitz. Space is limited to 10 people, so  
please call to RSVP to LaDonna. 
Monday September  3 at 4pm at the home of Judy 
Cirillo. 
                                                    -Bruce Beisner 
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St. John’s needs your creative talent!  The Fund-
raising Committee is sponsoring a T-shirt Design 
Contest with two divisions: adult and youth.   
Submissions are due by September 16, so get those 
creative juices flowing.  For details see any member  
of the Committee: Wanda Crawford, Karen Miller, 
Rosina Janus or Jonena Jones.  Entry forms can be 
found in Haenhle Hall at the church. 
                                    -The Fundraising Committee  
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Take the singing plunge- join the choir!  
St. John’s Choir rehearsals begin on Thursday 
August 23 at 7:15pm. (We will not rehearse on 
Thursday August 30). Rehearsals will continue 
Thursday September 6. For our Holiday program on 
the third Sunday in December (the 16th), we will 
perform Messiah with orchestra and soloists. This is 
a call to everyone who has not sung it, or who has 
not sung it in a long time, or who just loves 
this classic Baroque work. We have done it once in 
my 21 year tenure at St. John’s. Ideally, I’d like to 
have the masses perform it. Invite your friends. 
Rehearsals will start on Thursday September 27. 
(Messiah rehearsals: 8:30 to 9:30pm.) We will have 
rehearsal tapes and CDs of each vocal part made at 
the Berkshire Music Festival. These will be 
available in early September in both formats. 
                             -Cathy Roma, Minister of Music 
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We will be celebrating Child Dedications during 
worship on Sunday September 23. Not dissimilar  
to baptism, this is a time when parents present their 
children to the community, promising to raise them 
as best they can and ask for the support of the 
community. It takes a village to raise a child! If you 
would like your child dedicated this September or 
would like to know more, please contact Rev. Frank 
Carpenter. 
                                            -Frank Carpenter 
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Here again! This time we©re going to try for cooler 
weather. All women of St. John©s are invited to a 
cookout at the Creasman-Jones residence on 
Saturday September 15th at 5pm. Bring lawn chairs 
and a side dish to share. Meat, veggie burgers, and 
drinks will be provided as usual. Children are 
welcome to break in the new playset. Find us in the 
People Book or call Ginny or Jonena for directions.                                           
                                                  –Jonena Jones 
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Adult Religious Exploration classes will be starting 
in the fall. Some will be open for drop in and others 
will have registrations for a fixed number to attend. 
The Bookstore Table will be set up September 2, but 
registration won’ t begin until September 9. Most, but 
not all, of the classes begin the first week of October. 
Here is  a sneak preview of the first classes to be 
offered…. 
 
Slavery Reparations is the title of a documentary 
which we have been offered the chance to screen and 
discuss. It is a very provocative topic which has no 
clear answer. This will be a two-session class  before 
church from 9am-10:30am on September 23 and 30. 
 
Exploring World Religious Traditions will again be 
led by Charles Seibert. This fall©s beginning study 
will be Christianity, starting on Tuesday evening 
September 25. 
 
On Sunday afternoons (4pm-5:30pm) in October, 
Nina Tolley will lead a class entitled Spirituality in 
Everyday Life . 
 
On Monday evenings, Barbara Hadden and Greg 
Terhune will lead a new UUA curriculum based on 
one of our favorite hymns -Spirit of Life. This will 
be an open group with no registration necessary. You 
may choose to attend one, several, or all of the 
sessions, depending on your own schedule. Each 
week a different phrase from the hymn will be 
explored. 
 
Another Monday night offering will be School  
of the Americas. Learn more about how our tax 
dollars support the training of military leaders to 
perform torture, and the resistance to this effort. Judy 
Cirillo and Frances May Brooks came back from 
their visit to SOA wanting to share their learnings 
with our church. 

On Tuesday nights we©ll revisit Soul Work:  
Anti-Racist Theologies to cover more chapters not 
studied last spring. 
 
Owning your Religious Past will be offered on 
Thursday afternoons. Too many of us may have 
thrown out the baby with the bath water when we 
left previous churches. This workshop will provide 
some simple tools to re-examine and retrieve 
positive aspects of our past religious connections.  
 
Building Your Own Theology (BYOT)  will be 
offered on Thursday nights by Rev. Dr. Frank 
Carpenter. This ten session class is designed for 
both beginning and long-term UUs, giving an 
opportunity to deeply consider your own belief 
system. For more information, please see the 
minister. 
 
In a different vein, come see a movie at the First 
Friday Flicks, a monthly film and discussion coor-
dinated by Debbie Combs. We©ll start off on Friday 
October 5 with Woody Allen©s Crimes and 
Misdemeanors  
 
The next issue of The Reporter will have the 
complete schedule of fall offerings with all the 
detailed descriptions. With 14 different topics to 
choose from, presented at various times and with 
different formats, there is bound to be something to 
help you continue your own Religious Exploration 
at St. John©s. 

                                         -Carol Fencl,  
     Adult Religious Explorations Chair 
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The St. John’s 30s & 40s Group is planning to see 
the Riverfest fireworks on Sunday September 2.  
We plan to go in the evening and find a spot on a 
hill with a good view. For more information, 
please contact Melissa Orr. 
                                                        -Pete Asman 
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The 2007 Taste of St. John’s will soon be upon us: 
Saturday October 20. We need your help to make 
it a success. Everyone has a talent, an interest, a 
service to offer, special training to give, something 
that someone else simply must have—for a price! 
Donations can include crafts, dinners, house 
cleaning, baby sitting, yard care, lessons, teas, 
hospitable gatherings . . . Be creative! Be BOLD! 
If donating a dinner or other service alone sounds 
intimidating, get a friend to co-sponsor an event. 
We are especially seeking dinners and classes 
(paper-making, jewelry-making, etc). The number 
of guests and the price per guest is determined by 
the host. Not sure what to donate or how to price 
it? Contact a member of the Fundraising 
Committee: Karen Miller, Wanda Crawford, 
Jonena Jones, Rosina Janus. Then fill out a 
donation form (avail-able at church website) and 
send it to the fundraising mailbox at St. John’s no 
later than October 7 or email to Wanda Crawford. 
The format for the Taste event will be similar to 
last year: a kids space for those too young to enjoy 
the adult version, a “Taste of Cincinnati”  type 
menu, and spaces for lingering and socializing 
during the Taste event. No live auction. All 
proceeds go directly to St. John’s operating 
budget. Thank you for supporting St. John’s! 
                              --The Fundraising Committee 
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Don’t forget the Sunday service time will change 
back to 11:00am beginning on September 9.  
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A group from St. John©s will be going to New 
Orleans this fall to help with rebuilding efforts. We 
will be leaving Friday September 21, for a two day 
trip down. (Some may be driving all in one day on 
Saturday). We will return September 29 or 30. We 
will be staying in a local church (cots, etc), at a cost 
of $5 per night. If you’re interested in going please 
contact Jim Decker or Cliff Shisler . This trip is 
coordinated through the UUA-UU Service Com-
mittee Gulf Coast Volunteer Program. For more 
details visit ww.uusc.org/gulfcoastvolunteerprogram    
                                                        -Cliff Shisler 
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The Women’s Book Group will meet on Friday 
September 21 at the home of Shari Able. We’ ll 
discuss Middlesex by Jeffrey Eugenides. This is  
a story of a gene that passes down through three 
generations of a Greek-American family and flowers 
in the body of a teenage girl. In October we will 
discuss Debara Tannin’s You Just Don’ t 
Understand: Women and Men in Conversation. All 
women are welcome. Call Shari for directions. For 
more information, please call Debbie Combs. 
                                             -Debbie Combs 
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Rehearsals for the Voices of Variety production of  
“December Round the World”  will begin on Sunday 
September 23 right after church. Now in its 10th year, 
the Voices of Variety choir offers students in grades 
K to 8 the opportunity to sing together and celebrate 
the season with song and fun! Please bring your 
voice to the first rehearsal and be a part of the choir. 
Rehearsals will be on most Sundays after church in 
October and November with the holiday concert to 
be on Sunday December 2. If you have questions,  
please contact Rachel Kramer.  
               –Rachel Kramer, Assoc. Director of Music   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

� 
 	 � � � � � � 
 �� 
 � �
�
�

4 �� �� �
 � )� �2 � � � ��	 � �
As of press time, Rev. Frank Carpenter was on his 
summer leave. His regular column will return in the 
next issue of The Reporter. Frank will be back in the 
office starting Monday August 20.  
                                       -Committee on Ministry 
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The Property Council needs a coordinator for land-
scaping projects. This person would form volunteer 
groups to help with planting, watering, weeding and 
raking leaves.  If you love gardening and related 
activities, this would be a perfect contribution to 
make to the St. John©s community.  If interested, 
please contact Barbara Casson. 
                                                    -Barbara Casson 
 

� � � � � � �� 	 ' ' 
 
 �5 	 � �� �
Coffee hosts for Sunday August 26 are 
Ann Schuur, Trish Hoge & Rich Hoge.   
Coffee hour hosts for Sunday September 2 are 
Penny Shada, Bear Sheppard & Lisa Siders-Kenny. 
Coffee hosts for Sunday September 9 are 
Kay Sloan-Schloss & Melinda Smith. 
                                             -Tracy Flanagan 
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If you prefer NOT to get a printed copy of The 
Reporter, please send an email requesting to be  
put on a notification list to Reporter123@fuse.net 
Emily Hodges will maintain the list and send a 
notice via email each time the new issue is available 
online. We hope to cut down our mailing list (and 
printing and mailing expenses) significantly. Past 
newsletters are archived on our website. The link  
is www.stjohnsuu.org/newsletters.php     
                                                    –Emily Hodges 
 

 

�
� � 	 
 �! � 
 �/ ' ' �� 
 �
Thanks to everyone for the good wishes on the birth 
of my newest grandson Hayden, and thank you for 
the kinds words and thoughts on the death of my 
brother-in-law who passed on August 9.  
                                                                -Josie Arens 
                                 St. John’s Office Administrator 
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When Vanessa Sparks, whose home is on the corner 
of McMicken and Ravine Street in the Mohawk area 
of Over the Rhine said she’d like a garden on the plot 
of land next to her house, the Green Sanc-tuary 
Committee thought this was an excellent opportunity 
for St. John’s to get involved in the area. Today, 
thanks to Vanessa, her family, neighbors, friends and 
St. John’s, there is a small but beautiful garden in 
this spot. There are Beefsteak and Cherry tomato 
plants, peppers, Dahlias, Sunflowers and other 
flowers which are attracting bumble bees and 
butterflies. Neighbors who pass the garden comment 
on the beautiful array. Our efforts are small this year, 
but there are plans to expand the garden next year. 
It’s a joy to see good things happening in Cincinnati 
thanks to this church/community partnership.  
              -Judy Cirillo, Green Sanctuary Partners  
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News about St. John’s Religious Exploration Program for Children  
 
 
Greetings St. John©s Community, 
  
   August 15 marked the official transition from the Co-DRE team of Mary and Barbara, to Mary and Layne. 
Join us in sending Barbara blessings for her years of service and peace in adjusting to her new role as a 
©retiree© and free to share her gifts in other venues.  
 
    Layne and Mary have a close and sustained professional working relationship and friendship, know  
each other well, complement each other’s skill sets and are enthusiastic about benefits to the St. John’s 
community that will come from this new partnership. While honoring and maintaining the excellent 
foundation is a given, transition is an ideal time to do the work of assessing the current program elements and 
visioning  new possibilities.  Our vision as Co-DREs includes the long term goal of positioning the  
St. John’s RE program for growth in breadth and depth of this important ministry with children, youth  
and families.   Mary and Layne envision this transition year to include the St. John’s community intentionally 
engaging in a covenanting process with the DRE’s, RE leadership and other shareholders, developing a 
mutual commitment to the RE elements of the St. John’s Strategic Plan and establishing the practical support 
to make it so.  
 
      Initially the structure will remain essentially the same with Mary providing leadership for the upper levels 
of the RE program and Layne providing leadership for the younger levels, with the necessary crossover to 
maintain continuity. We will also be consulting with the Adult RE program ably led by  
Carol Fencl so we will be addressing RE opportunities for all ages.   
  
    During the RE Associates meeting on August 18 the members of that leadership team will have  
engaged in worship together, event planning, liaison orientation in preparation for teacher training on August 
25, visioning and goal setting for the coming year. Look for details regarding those outcomes 
in the next Reporter. Teacher training on August 25 will include orientation to our newly revised Safe 
Congregations policy.  Anyone working with children and youth this year in a regular capacity needs to join 
us for the 11:30-12:30 portion of the teacher training on August 25 at St. John©s.  Questions?  
Contact us...  And away we go! 
 
  
Yours in Religious Becoming, 
Layne and Mar y 
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Tuesday August 21 
Staff Retreat 
10:00am- Meditation 
10:00am- Yoga 
7:00pm- YADA Young Adults Discussion 
 
Wednesday August 22 
6:30pm- Web and Tech Committee 
 
Saturday August 25 
8:00am- RE Teacher Training 
 
Sunday August 26 
9am- Chalice Group (Strong) 
10:30am- Sunday Community Worship Service 
12:30pm- Social Action Coord. Committee 
 
Tuesday August 28 
10:00am- Meditation 
10:00am- Yoga 
6:00pm- Finance Committee 
6:30pm- Potluck at LaDonna Fritz’s home 
7:00pm- Earth Spirit Gathering 
 
Thursday August 30 
5:00pm- Deadline for The Reporter  
7:15pm- St. John’s Choir Rehearsal 
 
Fr iday August 31 
Church Office Closed (Josie on vacation) 
6:00pm- Gulf Coast Relief Meeting 
7:00pm- Game Night 
 
Sunday September  2 
10:30am- Gathering of the Waters Service 
7:00pm- A Course in Miracles 

 
Monday September  3 
Labor Day 
Church Office Closed 
7:00pm- Contemporary Service Planning Team 
 
Tuesday September  4 
10:00am- Meditation 
10:00am- Yoga 
7:00pm- YADA Young Adults Discussion 
 
Wednesday September  5 
7:00pm- Membership Committee 
 
Thursday September  6 
6:00pm- Music Committee 
7:15pm- St. John’s Choir Rehearsal 
 
Fr iday September  7 
Josie on Vacation 
6:00pm- Board Retreat Dinner 
 
Saturday September  8 
11:00am- Chalice Group (Nunn) 
 
Sunday September  9 
11:00am- Sunday Worship Service 
12:30pm- RE Associates Meeting 
1:00pm- Interweave Lunch 
6:00pm- St. John’s Men’s Group 
7:00pm- A Course in Miracles  
 
 
 

Our Mission: St. John’s is committed to creating a safe and 
caring community, working for social justice and celebrating 

beliefs that respect freedom of thought. 

We are pleased to be designated a “ Welcoming 
Congregation”  by the Unitarian Universalist Association, and 

as such we honor and value the racial, cultural, economic, 
religious, physical ability, sexual orientation and gender 

diversity of our members and visitors, young and old. 
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“To acknowledge our ancestors means that we are aware that 
we did not make ourselves, that the line stretches all the way back, 

perhaps to God or to gods.  
We remember them because it is an easy thing to forget: 

that we are not the first to suffer, rebel, fight, love and die. 
The grace with which we embrace life in spite of the pain 

and the sorrows is always a measure of what has gone before .”  
 

                                 - Alice Walker   
 
 

 


