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Summer services and Children’s Religious Exploration classes at  
St. John’s begin at 10:30AM. Child care is available. Parking can be 
found behind the Clifton Mosque (located across Clifton Avenue from 
the Clifton School construction site) or in the Clifton Recreation Center 
lot on McAlpin Avenue. The church parking lot  
is reserved for visitors, families with small children, our older members, 
and those with handicapped permits. 
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” Reaching Out to Other Faith Communities to Work for Justice”  
     In the words of George O’Dell, “We need one another when we would 
accomplish some great purpose, and cannot do it alone.”  Many of the 
social justice issues of our time are too big for one church or one 
denomination to take on. For this last of our joint services with First 
Church and Northern Hills, we will welcome guest speaker Margaret 
Fox, executive director of the Metropolitan Area Religious Coalition of 
Cincinnati (MARCC). She will speak about her personal experiences 
working to bring people of many diverse faiths together to do good work.  
 
� � � � � � �� � � � � ��� �
“ The What-If & the What-Is: The Role of Faith in Anxious Times”  
guest speaker:  Diane M. Wright 
    The Bible says, “do not be anxious about anything, but in everything, 
by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God.”   
What does that mean in the lives of UUs?  Come join us as we look at 
anxiety, its sources, and ways we can address our own worries, and the 
worries of those around us.   
 
� � � � � � �� � � � � ��� �  
” The Spirituality of Country Music”  
     A songwriter once described country music as "three chords and the 
truth." This uniquely American art form often captures essential truths of 
the human condition. We’ ll welcome guest speaker Jenny Willis from 
Northern Hills Fellowship and enjoy some toe-tappin’  special music by 
Brenda Wolfersberger and Brandt Smith. 
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Our next Contemporary Service will be on Sunday 
August 19 at 9am. The service theme will be “Who 
Wants To Be A Millionaire, Anyways?”   In a world of 
conflicting messages about the role of money in our 
lives, many of us are left to feel guilt, no matter what 
path we choose.  For example, we might feel the need 
to choose between the additional costs for organic and 
fair trade foods or spending more time with our family 
and less time working. Increasing our understanding 
of our real and sincere values can help us reduce the 
confusion and make decisions that don©t leave us 
feeling guilty. Service leader will be Kari Olson. 
Please join us on August 19 at 9am! 
                                           -George Dershimer 
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Earth Spirit will be celebrating Lammas at the  
home of Melissa Gutter on July 31. August 1 is the 
time of the first wheat harvest and is also called the 
“ feast of first fruits.”   It is the cross quarter sabbat 
between the Summer Solstice and the Fall Equinox.  
The full moon is on July 30 so we can celebrate  
both events.  There will be a potluck at 7pm with a 
ritual near sunset.  The address is 2732 Queen City 
Avenue.  Everyone is welcome. Please call either 
Melissa Gutter or Edie Holder  for more information.         
                                                   –Edie Holder 
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Rev. Carpenter will be on vacation from July 22 until 
August 20.  It comes at an opportune time for him to 
relax and recover from his bout with diverticulitis. For 
emergency ministerial care, contact the Church Office 
at 513-961-1938. 
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Members of St. John’s will be hosting summer 
potlucks at their homes in the coming weeks.  
If you’d like to attend one of these gatherings, 
please sign up on the sheets posted on the wall  
in Krolfifer Hall. Scheduled potlucks include: 
Tuesday July 31 at 6:30pm at the home of  
Joan and Bill Robinson  
Saturday August 11 at 6:30pm at the home of  
Judy Buxton and Janie Cashon  
Monday September  3 at 4pm at the home of 
Judy Cirillo    
                                                   -Bruce Beisner 
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Come one, come all to Final Friday Game Night at 
St. John’s!  We gather in Krolfifer at 7pm to play 
games of all sorts and we stay until the last games 
are finished.  If you are so inclined, you may bring 
some sort of snack, but it©s strictly optional.  Please 
join us at our next meeting on Friday July 27.  
Contact Karen Miller for details. 
                                               -Karen Miller 
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We will be celebrating Child Dedications during 
worship on Sunday September 23. Not dissimilar  
to baptism, this is a time when parents present their 
children to the community, promising to raise them 
as best they can and ask for the support of the 
community. It takes a village to raise a child! If  
you would like your child dedicated this September 
or would like to know more, please contact Rev. 
Carpenter. 
                                            -Frank Carpenter 
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The Women’s Book Group will NOT meet in July 
or August but we will resume meeting on 
September 21. We will discuss Middlesex by 
Jeffrey Eugenides. All women are welcome.  For 
more information, call Debbie Combs. 
                                                 -Debbie Combs 
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St. John’s Minister Emerita Rev. Annie Foerster is 
retiring (again!). Annie left St. John’s six years ago 
to relax in the country. In 2005 she decided to come 
out of retirement to serve as interim minister at our 
neighbor congregation, the Northern Hills Fellow-
ship. August 12 will be Annie’s last Sunday as 
interim minister at Northern Hills and the members 
of NHF are planning a special lunch to celebrate 
their time together.  The lunch begins at 12:30pm  
that day and all St. Johners are welcome to attend.   
                                                        -Bruce Beisner  
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The Adult Religious Exploration Committee will 
meet on Monday July 30 to review all submitted 
class proposals for the coming church year. If you 
would like to be a part of this process, please join us 
at 7pm in the Library. For more information, please 
contact Adult RE Committee Chair, Carol Fencl. 
                                        -the Adult RE Committee 
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This program, which runs August 5-11 at The 
Mountain UU Retreat in North Carolina, still has 
space for registrants. Its purposes are to:  
*  Further understand the history of violence;  
*  Learn about peace and justice activism;  
*  Develop resources for non-violent leadership; and 
*  Energize citizens to effect change in personal,  
   local and global communities. 
The hope is to gather a group of people from vari-
ous faith backgrounds who are interested in the 
spiritual aspects of peacemaking.  The Mountain 
 is an independent affiliate of the Unitarian Univer- 
salist Association. You can learn more about the 
Mountain at the website www.mountaincenters.org 
or be talking with Carol or Dick Fencl.  
                                                          -Dick Fencl 
                                        Mountain Ambassador 
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Curious about what the Unitarian Universalist 
Association’s General Assembly (GA) is really 
like?  Is it worth it for our churches to pay for 
delegates to attend? If you’d like to hear what our 
local UU GA attendees from both First Church and 
St. John’s have to share with our congregations, 
plan to stay after church on Sunday July 29. Learn 
what issues our churches will be focusing on in the 
coming year. Hear a report of a first timer. Listen to 
a new slant on why it is time for we UUs to “spread 
our good news”  and think about growth. Please join 
us right after the service on Sunday July 29.  
                                                           -Karen Miller 
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A group from St. John’s will be going to the Gulf 
Coast during the last week of September to help 
with rebuilding efforts.  If you’d like to join the 
group (we have 11 people so far) please contact  
Jim Decker of the Social Action Coordinating 
Committee or Cliff Shisler. 
                                                  –Linda Heath 
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The deadline for submissions for the next issue of 
the newsletter will be WEDNESDAY August 1 at 
5pm. NOTE: This is one day earlier than the usual 
Thursday deadline. Please send articles directly to 
Bruce Beisner via email. 
                                                 –Bruce Beisner  
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Fiscal year 2006-07 came to an end on June 30.  
With a couple of minor exceptions, each Council 
spent within or below their allotted budgets. 
Overall, expenditures were nearly $6,000 less than 
expected.  However, anticipated pledge receipts for 
2006-07 totaling $30,000 were not received by the 
end of the fiscal year.  A portion of those pledges 
is still expected but will be applied to the new 
fiscal year.  So, the bottom line is that the fiscal 
year 2006-07 ended with a $24,000 deficit.  The 
com-plete yearend financial reports will soon be 
posted outside the church office on the Board of 
Trustees bulletin board. Needless to say, payment 
of pledges is quite an important portion of our 
overall financial health.  Statements of amounts 
due for 2006-07 pledges and for pledges made for 
2007-08 and the capital campaign were recently 
mailed.  If you have not yet paid last year’s pledge, 
please do so as soon as possible.  If for some 
reason you are unable to pay, please let us know as 
well.  More information regarding St. John’s 
current financial picture will be forthcoming in 
subsequent Reporter articles.  Feel free to contact 
Jonena Jones, Finance Council Director, with any 
questions. 
                                                  -Jonena Jones  
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A bathroom off the coat room has received a  
fresh paint job and decorating by a chalice group. 
Thanks go to Judy Strong, Joe Krauss, Elizabeth 
Wilson, Sylvia Mersfelder, Vivian Kline and Joan 
Robinson. Thanks also to Joan Lane for providing 
a new carpet for the Rosa Parks Room.   
                                                   -Barbara Casson 
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At their June meeting, St. John’s Board of Trustees 
voted to sponsor Lucas Hergert as a Candidate for 
Ministerial Fellowship. Lucas just completed his first 
year at Harvard Divinity School with honors. Lucas 
considers St. John’s his home church and served as a 
lay leader here for many years. Our best wishes go to 
Lucas as he pursues his studies toward becoming a 
Unitarian Universalist minister. 
                                                        -Debbie Combs 
                                    Board of Trustees Secretary  
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The members of the Fundraising Committee are 
asking for interesting items or events to raffle off  
at this year’s “Taste of St. John’s.”  Do you have 
anything  that would make this important annual 
fundraiser a roaring success? Please contact any of 
the following committee members for more inform- 
ation: Karen Miller, Jonena Jones, Wanda Crawford, 
and Rosina Janus.       
                                 –the Fundraising Committee 
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In spite of what I told you in my sermon on Sunday 
July 1, my new book will not make the October 
distribution date.  Giving Voice to Your Life:  
A Child’s Book of Praying did not get into the 
editorial queue in time to be ready for publication 
this fall.  My best guess is that, all things being  
equal (which they never are, are they?) it will come 
out next May. 
      –Annie Foerster 
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Coffee hour hosts for Sunday July 29 are 
Jack Sherman, Susan Small and Bill Luerssen 
Coffee hosts for Sunday August 5 are 
Jay Guenther, Julie Mitchell and Mike Dennett 
Coffee hosts for SundayAugust 12 are 
Chris Reed, Rose Yager and Ruth Anne Wolf           
                                                 -Tracy Flanagan 
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Audio tapes of Sunday services at St. John’s are 
available. If you’d like a recording of a recent ser-
vice, please sign the request list posted on the board 
outside the office door. A $2 donation is requested.  
                           -the Worship & Liturgy Committee 
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The members of the UU Church of Rutland, VT 
invite you to join them for their 13th annual B&B 
Weekend on September 21-23, 2007. Enjoy the 
beauty of Vermont, great UU hospitality, and a 
choice of activities including hiking, kayaking, visits 
to studios of local artists, and tours of historic sites 
and quaint towns. Register before August 1 to 
receive reduced rates. For more information, call  
1-800-353-7969 or visit www.rutlanduu.org  
                                         -UU Church of Rutland, VT 
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Kroger cards that benefit St. John’s are available  
to purchase every Sunday from Rick Prairie. Each 
time the card is “ loaded”  with additional money,  
St. John’s is credited with four percent of the total. 
The church is currently receiving over $300 each 
month as a result of this program.  
                                                              -Rick Prairie 
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Mark your calendars and be sure to bring your 
beloved pet companions to church on Sunday 
August 19 for the annual “Blessing of the Animals”   
Service at 10:30am. Please remember that all dogs 
must be on a leash attached to a responsible adult  
and all other animals must be in a cage, carrier or 
aquarium. 
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by Josie Arens 
St. John’s Office Administrator  
 
Church Keys - If you are no longer the “keeper”   
of the key for your group or committee please turn in 
your keys to me in the office. Put them in a envelope 
with your name on it or if you have turned the key 
over to a new person who is in charge of a group or 
committee and have not notified me, please let me 
know. 
People Book Updates- Please send any changes or 
updates you have for your listing in the St. John’s 
“People Book”  directory to me as soon as possible. 
The deadline to submit updates is MONDAY 
AUGUST 6.  You can email your updates to me at 
stjohnuu@fuse.net, mail them to me, or leave a  
note in my office box. I need all changes in writing. 
Please do not leave a phone message with your 
changes.   
Repor ter  Deadline- The next newsletter deadline 
will be WEDNESDAY August 1 at 5pm (NOTE that 
this is one day EARLIER than the usual Thursday 
deadline). Please send your submissions directly to 
Bruce Beisner via email. 
Office Hours- Summer office hours are Tuesdays, 
Wednesdays and Thursdays from 7:30am to 2pm, 
closed on Mondays and Fridays. Starting the week of 
August 13, the office will go back to its regular 
Monday through Friday office hours for the year.   
Vacation Time- As of today (July 18) I am still 
waiting for the birth of my grandchild. I will be 
taking some vacation time when he arrives. I will try 
to keep you updated when I will be out of the office.  
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News about St. John’s Religious Exploration  
Program for Children  
 
5 � &&8�� � * 9� 2 � �  - 666�
If your children haven’ t tried the summer programs, 
they’re missing something special. From tots to teens 
there’s been lots of action, fun, meeting new people 
and learning interesting things as we participate in 
“Harmony Habitat.”  
  
" : : 7 � � ) �� 5  � * ;��
If you are a parent or grandparent in any of the 
following classes, please consider becoming a 
member of a teaching team this year. The commit-
ment is small, the rewards are great, both to you and 
our children and youth. In September there will be 9 
rooms, including 2 for the smallest children.  
  
Growing Times for 3-5 year old children needs two 
people to assist Leonora Lee and Maria Yunker.  
  
PreK/Kindergarten has a comlete team but needs 
helpers. 
  
1st and 2nd Grades will be headed by Wendy 
Connell and David Wilson. They need two others  
to make their group complete. They will use Free To 
Believe, a new curriculum.  
  
Third Grade is large this year so they will have their 
own class featuring Spirit of Adventure, a new and 
action filled program. Already on board are Kyra 
McKinney and Tim Dewald but two others are 
needed to round out the team. 
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Traditions with a Wink will be used by Fourth and 
Fifth Grades, a new grouping, led by Eric Weinberg 
and Edie Holder and needing two more leaders. 
  
Middle Schoolers, 6th through 8th will have a 
fascinating year as they begin World Religions 
guided by Kay Schloss, Jay Guenther and Diana 
Long. 
  
Here’s the way it works: Each member of a four 
member team teaches once a month and helps once a 
month. It means a light load for each person and 
gives the children an opportunity to get to know the 
leaders better by seeing them more than once a 
month.  There are many weeks when there are no 
classes for primary, elementary and middle school 
group beginning before Thanksgiving and not 
resuming until January. 
At the most, each person would have to be pre-pared 
to lead a class only once a month for eight 
months. Our Sunday School depends on cooper-ation 
from all families, so let us know if you are willing to 
help.  
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A gently used digital camera, some new looks for 
aging, fading playground equipment, large see-
through containers for storing supplies, someone to 
help organize the craft closet in August. 
  
 
For all these needs, contact Barbara Hadden (still 
here until August 15th). 
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                                                                                           by the Rev. Dr. Frank Carpenter  
 
Last evening, July 19, I attended the Quarterly Meeting of the Friends of the Collaborative Agreement.  This 
is the first Quarterly Meeting since the transition agreement between the ACLU and the City,  The FOP will 
continue to participate but no longer as a legal signer of the extension.  The Court has approved this one year 
extension, in part so that the Police Department can implement evidence based policing at the city wide level, 
as it has at some neighborhood levels.  Donna Jones Baker of the Urban League of Greater Cincinnati, our 
hostess for the meeting, pointed out that the transition with the Collaborative Agreement means the Friends 
will be restructured. 
 
The first of the three speakers was Doreen Cudnick, Community Safety Specialist Supervisors at the 
Community Police Partnering Center.  Sylvia Mersfelder and I have met with Doreen several times on the PR 
Committee of the Friends of the CA.  Doris spoke to some of the changes at the CPPC.  They will continue to 
seek to build trust between the African American community and the CPD. A principle means for this will be 
more intense focus in a number of neighborhoods rather than throughout the city.  Neighborhoods selected 
for focused CPOP Problem Solving include Avondale with CeaseFire, Over-the-Rhine and Northside. 
 
Kenneth Glenn of the Citizens Complaint Authority spoke of the declining number of complaints against 
police behavior they are receiving.  This appears to be good, but so far just why this is the case rests more on 
subjective opinion.  Any public office can make itself available to offer the complaint forms. 
 
Gregory Baker, City liaison to the Police Department spoke about the Cincinnati Initiative to Reduce Gun 
Violence (CIRV).  This is a new project based on work done in cities such as Chicago and Boston.  David 
Kennedy of Boston has been the major leader nationally. Here in Cincinnati, Prof. Robin Engel of UC is 
under contract with the City.  The goal is to reduce homicides.  This is done through a coordination of 
community resources and building trust between the community and local law enforcement.  In other cities it 
has reduced homicide 50-80%.  It is proactive, rather than mired in hopelessness. 
 
St. John’s is a Friend of the Collaborative Agreement.  Stay tuned!  Stay informed!  Be involved in your local 
communities!   
                                                                                               -- Peace, 

                                                                                                      Frank 
 
 
 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Our Mission: St. John’s is committed to creating a safe and caring community, working for social justice and celebrating 
beliefs that respect freedom of thought.  

We are pleased to be designated a “ Welcoming Congregation”  by the Unitarian Universalist Association, and as such 
we honor and value the racial, cultural, economic, religious, physical ability, sexual orientation and gender diversity of 
our members and visitors, young and old. 
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Monday July 23 
Church Office Closed 
6:00pm- Summer Potluck at the home of  
    Stan Loeb and Susan Montauk 
 
Tuesday July 24 
10:00am- Meditation 
10:00am- Yoga 
 
Wednesday July 25 
6:30pm- Web/Tech Committee Meeting 
 
Thursday July 26 
4:30pm- MUSE Ujima Choir Rehearsal 
 
Fr iday July 27 
Church Office Closed 
7:00pm- Game Night 
 
Sunday July 29 
10:30am- Joint Sunday Worship Service 
11:30am- General Assembly Report 
12:30pm- Social Action Coordinating Committee 
 
Monday July 30 
Church Office Closed 
7:00pm- Adult RE Committee Meeting 
 
Tuesday July 31 
10:00am- Meditation 
10:00am- Yoga 
7:00pm- Earth Spirit Lammas Event 
 
Wednesday August 1 
5:00pm- Deadline for The Reporter  
7:00pm- Membership Committee 
 

Thursday August 2 
4:30pm- MUSE Ujima Choir Rehearsal 
 
Fr iday August 3 
Church Office Closed 
 
Sunday August 5 
“Bring a Friend to Church Sunday”  
10:30am- Sunday Worship Service 
7:00pm- A Course in Miracles (ACIM) 
 
Monday August 6 
Church Office Closed 
7:00pm- Contemporary Service Planning Team 
 
Tuesday August 7 
10:00am- Meditation 
10:00am- Yoga 
7:00pm- YADA Young Adults Discussion 
 
Wednesday August 8 
5:30pm- Executive Board Meeting  
 
Thursday August 9 
4:30pm- MUSE Ujima Choir Rehearsal 
 
Fr iday August 10 
Church Office Closed 
 
Saturday August 11 
11:00am- Chalice Group (Nunn) 
 
Sunday August 12 
10:30am- Sunday Worship Service 
6:00pm- St. John’s Men’s Group Meeting 
6:30pm- Membership Potluck 
7:00pm- A Course in Miracles (ACIM) 
 
Monday August 13 
Regular Church Office House Resume        
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“There are all these religions, So everyone can sing along 
And all these people singing, Together make just one song.”  

-Rumi 
 

 


