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St. John’sannual Congregational Meeting
See page 4 for details.

Sunday services and Children’s Religious Exploration classes at

St. John’s begin at 11am. Child care is available. Parking can be found
behind the Clifton Mosque (located across Clifton Avenue from the
Clifton School construction site) or in the Clifton Recreation Center lot
on McAlpin Avenue. The church parking lot

isreserved for visitors, families with small children, our older members,
and those with handicapped permits.

“ A Musical Tribute to New Orleans”

Please plan now to join us for the annual Spring Choral Concert
Service presented by the St. John’s Choir with special guests
(seethe article on page 3 for all the details)

“Working for Social Justice”
-the Rev. Dr. Frank Carpenter
In celebration of GLBT Pride Sunday, we'll have the second sermon
on St. John's mission statement. We will also welcome
new members on this Sunday.

“ |s There Quantum Entanglement on the Web of Life?”
service leader: Sherry Tippey
featured band: Jake Speed and the Freddies

In the quantum physics worldview everything is more probable than
certain. Asour intentions help manifest reality, our interactions can
affect other persons and things in unexpected ways.
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by the Rev. Dr. Frank Carpenter

I'masci fi buff. When you called meto St. John's, | was an avid watcher of “Babylon 5,” which you needed
cableto see. | once served a church where sarcastic comments where made about a pervious preacher’s
“flying saucer” sermons were still made - though he had left some years prior. They said they limited him to
oneayear. So|I’'m careful in sharing about my fascination with such themes.

In our culture, science fiction is one of the primary ways we fantasize about, and so create the future.

Of course I'm a Star Trek fan. A friend of minelived in Ithaca, NY/, in the days of the original Star Trek
with William Shatner. One reason | enjoyed visiting him was the only way to watch TV there was via cable,
which meant three hours of Star Trek each day. Very rarely now do you see reruns of this show, it looks so
bad, compared to Star Trek the Next Generation. Computers of the origina show look like card board boxes.

| think of the universe that Jean Luke Picard warps around in the Next Generation as sort of UU heaven: no
poverty, very little war, conflict solved through dialogue. There have been underground rumors the
Star Trek’s creator and producer, Gene Roddenberry was a Unitarian Universalist.

Now one of my favoritesis Stargate, in which ateam jumps from planet to planet through a wormhole,
amost instantaneoudly. The Stargate universe is not very friendly, enemies looking like us al over the
galaxy.

Carl Sagan argued that any species that developed space travel would have to be peaceful, asthey would
have otherwise spent all their energiesin killing each other off. Chalmers Johnsonin NEMESI S argues that
if we continue to put things in orbit around Earth and militarize space, there will be soon such much space
junk space flight will become impossible. Maybe Carl Sagan knew that.

For afuture to be possible, science fiction suggests that militarism may not be possible. Let’s hope for
along and peaceful future.
--- In Peace and Dignity,

Frank

Our Mission: &. John’sis committed to creating a safe and caring community, working for social justice and
celebrating beliefs that respect freedom of thought.

We are pleased to be designated a “ Welcoming Congregation” by the Unitarian Universalist Association, and as such

we honor and value theracial, cultural, economic, religious, physical ability, sexual orientation and gender diversity of
our members and visitors, young and old.
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The Lively After Fifty (LAFs) group will have
dinner out at the historic Arnold’'s on Friday night,
June 8, at 6:30pm. Arnold's, the oldest tavernin
Cincinnati, has a casual atmosphere, cozy courtyard
and live entertainment. It is located on Eighth Street
between Sycamore and Main. Parking may be
challenging so carpooling is encouraged. People new
to St. John’s are particularly encouraged to attend
and get better acquainted with others approaching or
over the age of 50. Please contact Jan Hay with
guestions and to reserve by Thursday June 7.

—Jan Hay
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The Women's Book Group will meet at the home
of Jean Dye at 7:30pm on Friday June 15. We'll
discuss The Birth of Venus by Sarah Dunant. The
book is historical fiction and takes place during the
Italian Renaissance. We are not meeting in July and
August but will resume meeting on September 21.
All women are welcome. For directions call Jean
Dye and for information call Debbie Combs.
—Debbie Combs

First Unitarian Church invites usto “ Thank God for
Evolution!” on Wednesday June 6 from 7-9pm. The
program will be presented by the Reverend Michael
Dowd, aformer UCC pastor, and Connie Barlow, a
popular science writer and UU humanist, who have
been called “ America's Evol utionary Evangelists.”
They were featured in the Spring 2006 issue of
UUWorld. Seethe RE Board near the church office
at St. John's for more information.

-Carol Fencl

Are you ready for the musical gumbo that is New
Orleans? The St. John’s Choir is busy putting the
finishing touches on our Sunday service to honor
the music of The Big Easy. If you like blues,
jazz, ragtime, or the mix of music that has been
cookin’ in the Crescent City, stop on by to hear the
choir and band (cornet, sax, tuba, percussion, piano)
set the scene for our musical worship. Some vintage
dancers will grace the sanctuary, and all to honor the
music from the city that care forgot-- the city that
struggles to rebuild after the woeful inaction
of our nation’ s leaders. The music born of New
Orleans circles the globe and fills us with wonder
and delight. Come enjoy this Choral Sunday service
on June 3 at 11am.

-Cathy Roma, Minister of Music
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All St. Johners are invited to attend thisyear’s GLBT
Pride Interfaith Service. This specia gath-
ering will be held on Tuesday June 5 at 7pm at
St. John United Church of Christ in Bellevue, KY'.
Rev. Frank Carpenter will be among the many
areareligious leaders who will be participating.
St. John’ s will have an information booth at the Pride
Festival on June 9 and 10 at Hoffner Park in
Northside. We are asking for volunteers to staff the
booth in two hour intervals from 4-10 on Saturday
and 1-7 on Sunday. Thisis an opportunity for all
St. Johners to show there support for our being a
Welcoming Congregation. If you cannot due this,
please consider marching in the parade on June 10.
Many Clifton churches have in the past had great
turnouts for this. The Unitarian faith was the first
in this area to welcome the gay community. Let's
continue this proud tradition. The parade steps off
promptly at 1 pm from the bandstand in Burnet
Woods. We welcome cheering supporters along the
route as well. For moreinfo please call Peggy
Vaughn.

—&. John’s Interweave Group
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Following the service on June 3, please plan to
stay for our annual Congregational Meeting. At
thisimportant meeting, members of the church
will be voting on our annual budget and electing
new officers to the Board and other leadership
positions. If you cannot attend, absentee ballots
are available from Cliff Shisler or from Josiein
the church office. All absentee ballots must be
returned in time for the election on June 3.

-S. John’s Board of Trustees
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Thisyear St. John's has been fortunate to have
so many people (18!!) participating in leading
classes or discussion groups for our Adult
Religious Exploration program. Kudos to the
following: Bruce Beisner, Frances May Brooks,
Frank Carpenter, Judy Cirillo, Carol Fencl, Dick
Fencl, John Fine, Richard Hadden, Kari Olson,
Jim McDonough, Waltke Paulding, Robert
Pawlicki, Mira Rodwin, Jacquie Rousseau, Drew
Ruther, Karolyn Schalk, Charles Seibert, Nina
Tolley. There were 59 different people (totalling
157 registrations) signing up for the 25 classes
offered in 2006-2007. Look for alist of next
year's classes at the end of the summer.

—the Adult RE Committee

B 4

Coffee hour hosts for Sunday June 3 are Joan
Lane-Ishell, Bob Laufman and Kathy Laufman.
Coffee hour hosts for Sunday 10 are Melissa
Sheppard and Elaine Lynch.

—Tracy Flanigan
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The Program Planning Team needs an additional
member to plan publicity and coordinate with the
Publicity Committee. We can aso use some addi-
tional support people for coffee preparation, greeters,
musicians, and audio visual operators. Contact
George Dershimer if you'd like to help!

—Program Planning Team
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St. John's Green Sanctuary Partners (GSP) have
begun a community garden in Over the Rhine on the
corner of Ravine and McMicken Avenue (the ot next
to 421 West McMicken).
A member of that community, Vanessa Sparks, has
requested help with this project and we in GSP saw
it as an opportunity for St. John's and the community
to work together. Vanessais a community activist,
working with local children on various community
projects. Sheis excited about involving the children
in growing vegetables and flowers. We have found
the ground to be very hard, dry and full of rocks and
debris. Therefore we need to purchase soil to create
araised bed for this small garden. We are requesting
help in the form of gardening tools, seeds, plants,
compost, mulch, someone with plumbing skills to
connect an outside faucet, the loan of atruck to
deliver soil, and donations to help pay for the soil
and other necessary supplies. Anyone who would
like to work in this garden is welcome to lend their
sweat as well astheir expertise. If you are able to
help please contact Marty Harrington.
Please come by and check out our beginning garden.
While you're there, knock on the door of Vanessa
Sparks (next to the garden) and say “Hello.” It'sthe
bright blue door with the picture of two children on it.
—Judy Cirillo
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On June 10th we will be welcoming new members
as apart of the service. Any one of these paths will
enable you to sign the Membership Book at this
time: participated in Exploring UU, been a member
of any adult RE class or group, led an RE class for
children or youth, sung in the choir, had a conver-
sation regarding membership with the Minister or
someone from the Membership Committee.
Please let us know so that your name (s) will be
added for recognition on that day by contacting the
St. John's church office at 513-961-1938 or by
email at stjohnuu@fuse.net. Y ou will be our
guest(s) at an all member potluck lunch following
the service.

-the Member ship Committee
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The Worship & Liturgy Committee is busy putting
the final touches on some special servicesto be
presented this summer. On all five Sundaysin July
we will welcome the members of First Unitarian
Church and the Northern Hills Fellowship for joint
services here at St. John's. Each week’s program
will include participants and traditions from all
three congregations. On July 1, Rev. Annie Foerster
(our minister emerita and Northern Hills' current
interim minister) will speak. On July 8, we'll have
atrio of lay speakers sharing “ Spiritual Surprises’
from their lives. Rev. Frank Carpenter will bein
the pulpit on July 15 and Cathy Romawill lead a
choir of musicians from all three churchesin a
special musica service on July 22. On July 29,
we will welcome guest speaker Peg Fox, executive
director of MARCC, who will talk about interfaith
social justice work. Thiswill be an exciting oppor-
tunity to get to know other UUs in the Cincinnati
area. Don’t miss these great joint services here at
St John'sin July.

-the Worship & Liturgy Committee
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The Highlands-Cashiers Chamber Music Festival in
North Carolinawill partner with The Mountain (our
UU center) to offer a special program July 13-18.
Enjoy both classical and traditional Appalachian
music in concert and classesin alovely mountain-
top setting. For more information on the program or
to register, visit www.mountaincenters.org or talk
with Carol or Dick Fencl.
If you@ like to dedicate some focused time working
on the topic of peace, consider enrolling at The
Mountain, our UU Conference/retreat center in
Highlands NC. Spiritual Practices for Peacemaking
will once again be offered from August 6-11.
Spiritual practices provide peacemakers respite,
insight and time for introspection. Whether you wish
to foster peace on aglobal, local or personal basis,
and whether your daily routines include spiritual
practices or rituals, this program will offer time for
gaining new perspectives. See Frances May Brooks,
Dick or Carol Fencl who have all participated in this
in the past and can offer enthusiastic testimonials.
-Carol & Dick Fencl
Mountain Ambassadors
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Bed and Breakfast in Toronto with Unitarians for the
19" Annual Toronto Beaches I nternational Jazz
Festival. July 26-29, 2007. FREE street festival of
Jazz, Rhythm & Blues, Samba, Latin. 50 live bands.
Outdoor music, entertainment, fun for the whole
family. The members of Neighborhood UU Con-
gregation that live close to, or in, the Beaches are
opening their doors as a fundraiser for the church.
For further information, check out
www.beaches azz.com and www.beacheshia.com
and www.nuuc.ca
-Beverly Carr
UU Congregation of Toronto
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Thislong “ catch-up edition” of the popular Whee! of
Life includes news announced since January (dates are
indicated when possible). With the help of the Caring
Circle, Cliff Shider, Melanie Marsh, Josie Arens, and
Reporter editor Bruce Beisner, we think we now have a
systemto ensure itsregular appearance. If | have
omitted something of importance to you or erred in
reporting it, please let meknow. —Barbara Pinzka

Lifelong St. John’s member Dick Reiman, an
amost annual “Unsung Hero,” is near the end of
his remarkable life; cancer isthe culprit. On May
27 the congregation prepared a specia servicein
his honor (words and music), which was played
for him at the nursing center where he now lives.
Dick’s family has asked for “no visitors’ as heis
very weak, but he appreciates having cards read
to him. For an address for Dick, contact the St.
John’s church office.

QOur sincere condol ences to these members who
have suffered the loss of their fathers: Tom
Darner (January) and Jim McDonough (January).

Our sincere condolences to these members who
have suffered the loss of their mothers: Bonnie
Southwind (March).

Our sincere condolences to these members
who have suffered other losses: the family of
former member Nicole Laws (1999-2001), who
died of breast cancer at the age of 34 (April);
Angie Dewald, whose brother died after a brief
illness (May 21); and Emily Hodges and Andy
Wolf, who had to put their dog to sleep (May).

Insistent get well soon wishes arein order for:
Jan Hay who underwent foot surgery (January);
Joan Ling's friend Connie who endured a double
mastectomy (January); Lindsey Y unker (age 3!),
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daughter of Maria Y unker, who was hospitalized for
pneumonia (January); Jonena Jones mother who
was declared cancer-free after chemotherapy
(January); Joan Robinson®husband, Bill, who isill
(March); Leonora Lee’ s son Aric had an appen-
dectomy (April); Sam Cauffield who had successful
cataract surgery (April); and...

Will Hamrick who had outpatient surgery (April);
Karolyn Schalk’s mother who has been ill (April);
Barbara Pinzka s mother, Cay Tuck, who has returned
home after being hospitalized after afall; her long-
term prognosisis not good (May); Sherry Tippey and
her son Jake who had surgery together which helped
them “create a stronger bond” (May); Karen Heaster’s
sister and brother-in-law who wereinjuredin a
serious traffic accident in KS (May); and...

Ralph Davis' friend Mary Schuler who isin
terminal condition (May); Jean Davis' daughter who
is having arecurrence of lung problems (May);

John Fine who finally returned home after a LONG
illness and would appreciate visitors and chocolate-
chip and oatmeal cookies (May); and Frances May
Brooks@nephew, who was injured in street violence
last year, has been able to have his colostomy
reversed (May).

Congratulations and hoorahs! are extended to Bruce
Beisner and his husband, Jim, who has officially
changed hislast name to Beisner. They anticipate
adopting a baby soon (February).

Blessings to this new member of the world:
Melanie Malvaliawho had a new grandson, Tristan,
bornin Muncie, IN. Unfortunately, he had a brief stay
in the Pediatric ICU but is now well (February).

Prayers for safekeeping are offered and
answered: Ethan Osborne's father, who is being sent
to Afghanistan while Ethan himself isin boot camp
(January); and Melina Smith® nephew, Morgan
Thomas, who has returned from Irag (February).



Transitions: Paula Hillard has accepted a position on
the faculty of Stanford University (February)

and Gail Scarborough and Robert Pawlicki have
announced their plans to move out of state later this
year (May). Their many years of friendship will be
missed, as well as their service and support of the St.
John’s community.

Minister of Music Cathy Roma directed combin-
ed GAY LA choruses at Governor Ted Strickland’s
inauguration, accompanied by our Associate Music
Director, Rachel Kramer (January). The St. John’'s
Men's Group celebrated its 20" Anniversary and is
thought to be the oldest such group among UU’sin
the US (March).

Waltke Paulding has been awarded tenure at
Xavier University (February). Robert Pickard has
goneto El Salvador as a volunteer and to continue
his studies (February). Melinda Smith received a
promotion that will allow her to remain in Cincinnati
(March). Barbara Pinzka gratefully celebrated 11
years as afriend of Bill W. (April)

Jake Tippey, son of Sherry Tippey, graduated
from Xavier University (May). Larry Wolf’stwo
eldest grandchildren are graduating from college
(May). Robert Parker’s mother is graduating from

college after alucky 13 years as an undergrad (May).

Larry Wolf was featured in aGLBT periodical
this month (May). Edie Holder’s son David has
joined her older son, Curtis, in Japan and will attend
school there (May). Kevin Kelso is looking for
employment (May).

Many times personal news is announced during
the Wheel of Life segment of the Sunday service that
is of interest to those who were unable to attend.
With the help of others, Barbara Pinzka has agreed
to collect such announcements for inclusion in The
Reporter. If you have an itemfor her to use (even if
you did not make an announcement), please send it
to Barbara Pinzka. Thanks!
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by Mary Darner and Barbara Hadden
. John’s Directors of Religious Education

All St. John's boys ages 3 and over areinvited to a
special picnic and party on Saturday June 9 at

Mt. Storm Park from 4-6pm. We'll provide paper
goods, hot dogs, hamburgers, veggie burgers and
drinks. Please bring chairs and a side dish to share
with everyone. Also be sure to bring ideas and
equipment for gamesto play. If it rains, we'll just
move activitiesto St. John's. Please RSVP to the
church office by June 6 if you plan to come so we
can purchase food. This event is sponsored by RE
Associates, Angie Dewald and GinaMarsh. If you
have questions email st.john.dre@fuse.net. We
wanted to offer an activity especially for boys since
the girls participate in an annual tea party and talent
show. Please know that if the logistics of your boys
participating means that your girls need to come too,
that isjust fine!
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by Josie Arens, Office Administrator

Summer office hours begin the week of June 18.
The office will be closed on Mondays and Fridays.
Hours on Tuesdays, Wednesdays, and Thursdays
will be 7:30am-2pm. For the entire month of July
while we are having joint services with First Church
and Northern Hills, Bruce Beisner will be doing the
Orders of Service. Please send al your announce-
ments to him viaemail if possible The deadline for
these announcements will be Wednesdays at 1pm.

I will be taking some vacation time in July but am
not sure of exact dates yet depending on the arrival
of new grand child. If anyone would like to be on
call to cover the officein July for me please let me
know. | know | am taking July 3 but | already have
this day covered.
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Saturday June 2
Choir Dress Rehearsal

Sunday June 3

11:00am- Spring Choral Worship Service
12:45pm- Congregational Meeting
6:00pm- Earth Spirit Full Moon Gathering
6:00pm- St. John's Men's Group

7:00pm- A Coursein Miracles

Monday June 4
7:00pm- Contemporary Service Planning Team

Tuesday June5
10:00am- Mediation
10:00am- Y oga
7:00pm- YADA Young Adults Discussion
7:00pm- GLBT Pride Interfaith Service
(at St. John UCC in Bellevue, Kentucky)

Wednesday June 6
7:00pm- Membership Committee

Thursday June 7
5:00pm- Deadline for The Reporter
7:15pm- St. John's Choir Rehearsal

Saturday June 9
11:00am- Chalice Group
4:00pm- RE Boys Picnic at Mt. Storm Park

Sunday June 10

9:45am- Meditation

11:00am- Sunday Community Worship Service
12:30pm- RE Associates

12:30pm- New Member Potluck Lunch
1:00pm- GLBT Pride Parade & Festival
7:00pm- A Course in Miracles

Tuesday June 12

10:00am- Meditation

10:00am- Yoga

7:00pm- Chalice Group (J. Cirillo)

Wednesday June 13
5:30pm- Executive Board Meeting
7:00pm- Chalice Group (B. Luerssen)

Thursday June 14- Flag Day
7:15pm- St. John’s Choir Rehearsal

Saturday June 16
9:30am- Dream Group
10:00am- Contemporary Service Rehearsal

Sunday June 17- Father’s Day

9:00am- Contemporary Service

10:30am- Sunday Community Worship Service
12:15pm- Green Sanctuary Partners

Monday June 18
Summer Office Hours Begin (closed Mon & Fri)
7:00pm- Contemporary Service Planning Team
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“If I knew you and you knew me,

If both of us could clearly see,

And with an inner sight divine

The meaning of your heart and mine,
I’m sure we would differ less,

And clasp our hand in friendliness;
Our thoughts would pleasantly agree
If I knew you and you knew me.”

-Nixon Water man



