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Community Services and Children’s Religious Exploration classes begin 
at 11:00am. Child care is available.  
 
Sunday March 23 at 11:00am 
“ The Resurrection of Hope: Thoughts on Easter”        Diane Wright 
Join us as we look at the themes of Easter, and consider the ways in 
which we might consider these themes as we face loss and grief in our 
own lives.  Diane Wright is a longtime St. John’s member. 
 
Sunday March 30 at 11:00am 
"Spinoza as Spiritual Guide"                            the Rev. Bill Gupton 
Rev. Gupton, who serves as minister of  Heritage UU Church in 
Anderson, will share how he has been influenced by the thinking of the 
radical 17th century philosopher Benedict de Spinoza. 
 
Sunday Apr il 6 at 11:00am 
Guest speaker the Rev. Steve Van Kuiken will speak of his spiritual 
journey and his vision of a progressive and inclusive Christianity.  
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Contemporary Services begin at 9:00am and are held in Krolfifer Hall. 
Childcare is available.  
 
Sunday March 23 at 9:00am 
"Engaging Peace"                                      guest speaker Renea Frey   
Being responsible for one©s own internal peace and peaceful 
communication with others. We will have live music. 
 
Sunday March 30 at 9:00am 
"Feed Me!"                                      service leader: Omope Daboiku 
What nourishes your body, mind and soul; and, at what cost?  Live music 
and congregational singing.  
 
Sunday Apr il 6 at 9:00am 
"Invisible Woman"                       guest speaker: J. Michael Skaggs  
If you enjoyed "Invisible Man", this one will please you, too. 

 

 
Minister  

  The Rev. Dr. Frank Carpenter 

 Affiliated M inister  

  The Rev. Bonnie Meyer 

M inister  Emer ita 

  The Rev. Annie Foerster 

M inister  of Music 

  Dr. Catherine Roma 

Assoc. Director  of Music 

  Rachel Kramer 

Co-Directors of  

Religious Exploration  

  Mary Darner 

  Layne Richard-Hammock 

Worship Coordinator  

   Omope Daboiku 

Office Administrator  

  Mary Jo (Josie) Arens 

Caretaker  

  J. Michael Skaggs 

Church Office 

   513-961-1938 

   stjohnuu@fuse.net 

Church Office Hours 

   Mon-Fri 7:30am to 2pm 

Church Website 

   www.stjohnsuu.org 

Newsletter  Editor  

  Bruce Beisner 

Next Newsletter  Deadline 
   Thursday March 27 at 5pm 
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Many of you who attended one of the Sunday 
services on March 16 will have already filled out 
your financial commitment forms making your 
annual pledge to St. John©s operating budget.  For 
those of you who were not at one of the services, 
you will be receiving your forms in the mail this 
week.  On the back of the form, you will find the 
UUA©s new suggested fair-share giving guide.  
Please study this guide carefully and use it in 
preparing your pledge for the new fiscal year  
Which begins on July 1st.  Join other St. John©ers by 
becoming a supporter, a sustainer, a visionary  
or a full tithe.  This is an opportunity for you to  
put in place a personal program of planned giving.  
If you are already a supporter or at a higher level, 
consider moving up a level.  Develop a giving  
plan that sets goals for the next few years. 
 Say thank you to the St. John©s community for all 
the many gifts you have received.  Give because 
it is a joy and a way for you to help others.  Give 
because you believe in the mission of St. John©s;  
the creation of a safe and caring community, 
working for social justice, and celebrating beliefs 
that respect freedom of thought.  In order to 
continue our many programs and activities at  
there current levels, including our outstanding  
new contemporary service, we will all need to  
reach deep into our pockets.   
Once you have reached your decision, one that 
makes you happy, fill out the pledge card and  
return it to St. John©s as promptly as possible to  
that our Board can complete work on a proposed 
budget for the new year. 
 On behalf of your stewardship committee, I want to 
thank all of you for your outstanding support in the 
past and your continued support in the future. 
                       -Tom Darner, Stewardship Chair 
 
 
Our M ission: St. John’s is committed to creating a  
safe and caring community, working for social justice and 
celebrating beliefs that respect freedom of thought. 
 
 
PAGE 2   The Reporter     March 16, 2008 
 

 
 

�
�
�

� � � ��� ��� �� � 
 � � �� � ��
by Layne Richard Hammock & Mary Darner 
Co-Directors of Lifespan Religious Exploration 
 
Chalice Making on Easter  Sunday: Everyone is 
invited to join in community for a Chalice Making 
Gathering on March 23 in Krolfifer after the 11am 
service. Price of admission will be canned goods for 
the Free Store. 
 
 “Children and elders, midlers and teens,  
Singles and doubles and in-betweens, 
Strong eighty-fivers and street-wise sixteens.  
You are part of the St. John©s family. 
Learners and teachers, long time and new.  
Nobody here has a claim on a ©pew©. 
Come in, sit down bring your smile or your frown. 
You are a part of the St. John©s family. 
Artists and thinkers and chatters please attend, come 
make a chalice and make a new friend. 
After church on Easter day, spend some time the 
relational way. You ARE the St. John©s Family. 
          —adapted from a song by Jim Manley 
  
With a focus on building bridges in our faith 
community, plan to join together with other 
congregants during social time in Krolfifer for a 
Pan-Generational Chalice Making Opportunity. 
We©ll have a variety of options for creating a chalice 
to take home, have in your vehicle or perhaps at 
your work place. Tables will be set up as ©stations© 
and you are encouraged to make it a point to sit with 
someone you don©t know well, someone of a 
different generation even and make new 
connections as you create your chalices. (Chalice 
coloring will be available for our little ones 
following their Easter Egg Hunt)  
Price of admission: One or more canned good/s to 
be donated to the Free Store ($donation welcome). 
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The Women’s Book Group will meet at church 
on Friday March 28 (the fourth Friday because of 
Easter weekend) at 7:30pm to discuss Peace like 
a River by Leif Enger. During the early 1960s in 
small-town Minnesota, an 11 year old boy recalls 
two schoolyard bullies breaking into the family 
home and his older brother shooting them. This is 
a story of a loving family in conflict. All women 
are welcome. For April choose a book about 
medical issues in the U.S. For information, please 
call Debbie Combs. 
                                                     -Debbie Combs 
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Please join your fellow St. Johner’s in Krolfifer  
on Friday March 28 at 7pm as they gather to play 
their favorite board games, card games and any 
other games that are brought.  If you have a 
competitive spirit and need something fun to do  
on a Friday night, we encourage you to join us. 
 Contact Karen Miller if you have questions. 
                                                     -Karen Miller 
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All are invited to a special event in honor of our 
Minister of Music, Dr. Cathy Roma. In December 
Cathy was named a recipient of the 2008 Ohio 
Governor’s Awards for the Arts. She will receive 
the award April 16 in Columbus in the category  
of Community Development and Participation.    
To recognize her many untiring years of service  
to St. John’s and her work in our community and 
this most recent award, St. John’s is hosting a 
reception for Cathy on Sunday April 20 from 2pm 
to 4pm at the church. We look forward to seeing 
you there and honoring such a beloved member  
of our community. 
                                                     -Cliff Shisler  
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A vigil commemorating the fifth anniversary of the 
war will be held on Wednesday March 19. Teams of 
four will gather along Clifton Avenue holding 
clothesline hung with tee shirts. Each shirt represents 
10 American lives lost in the Iraq war. The teams will 
gather at 5:00pm and the vigil will last from 5:30 to 
6:30. Before the vigil there will be an 
interdenominational prayer service at St.Monica /St. 
George Church, one block west of Clifton Ave. on 
McMillan Ave for those who wish to attend. The 
sponsor of the Vigil is Inter community Justice and 
Peace Center (IJPC) in downtown Cincinnati. Many 
teams are needed to represent the 4000 lost lives. 
Please call 513-579-8547 and take part.  
The third Friday of each month, peace vigils are held 
throughout Cincinnati from 5:30 to 6:00pm. The vigil 
in Clifton is at the Clifton fountain, Clifton and 
Ludlow Aves. Please join us and let your thoughts 
about the war be known.  
A weekly peace vigil, every Monday, sponsored by 
IJPC is held on Central Parkway, at the corner of Vine 
St. from 4:30 to 5:30pm. Come and let the world 
know your feelings about the war. 
                                                            -Judy Cirillo 
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Our minister, the Rev. Dr. Frank Carpenter, is away  
on sabbatical leave. He will return to the pulpit at St. 
John’s on June 1, 2008. Complete information about 
the sabbatical is posted on the church website at 
www.stjohnsuu.org (see the link on the home page). If 
you have a need for pastoral care during Frank’s 
absence, please contact Caring Circle members Kathy 
Laufman or Nina Tolley. The Sabbatical Team (Cliff 
Shisler, Judy Buxton, Carol Fencl and Bruce Beisner) 
is available to answer any questions you may have 
about the sabbatical.         
                                                 -the Sabbatical Team   
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The Spring All Council Meeting will be on Friday 
April 11, beginning at 6pm and ending at 9pm.  
This will be a potluck event with a presentation by 
Leadership Development to discuss their progress 
since the Fall All Council Meeting. The Finance 
Director will present issues related to our budget 
and where we are, as well as a presentation by the 
Board President on the status of the board and 
issues related to the board.  All members of the 
congregation, all councils, all committees, and all 
groups of the church are invited to attend.  Please 
RSVP to Josie no later than April 7. 
                                               -Kelly McMichael  
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We are pleased to announce that once again this 
summer St. John’s will be welcoming the members 
of two of our neighbor UU congregations for 
special joint worship services. The Community 
Worship Services on all four Sundays in July will 
be joint services with Northern Hills Fellowship and 
First Unitarian Church. Planning is well underway 
for these services and we are looking forward to 
sharing our space with them again this year. 
                                      -the Worship Committee 
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Northern Hills UU Fellowship©s spring auction, 
“A Three Ring Circus”  will be held on Saturday 
April 19. Festivities will begin at 6:30pm with the 
silent auction, followed by a live auction at 8pm. 
There will be door prizes, lots of items (including 
gift certificates) up for bid, yummy snacks, 
desserts, and refreshments free of charge with 
wine and beer available for a small donation. 
Babysitting will be provided for the little folks, 
and a clown, kid rummage sale, movie, crafts, and 
snacks will be available to keep them busy. This is 
a great opportunity to connect with old friends and 
make some new ones. NHF is located at 460 
Fleming Road. For directions or more information 
visit www.uunhf or call 513-931-6651. 
                                                      -Bruce Beisner 
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The March 9 Peacemaking Forum had five partici-
pants in spite of the snow. Nina Tolley led the 
group in a discussion of inward peace.  What are the 
sources of our inner turmoil?  Anger, poor self 
esteem, unresolved grief, guilt and anxiety are 
some..  How can we deal with these emotions?  
Deep breathing, meditation, yoga and personal 
affirmation can all help a person to acknowledge 
the unwanted emotions, and then to move on.  It 
was suggested that similar forums be held 
every few months. 
On March  30 Mira Rodwan will lead the sixth and 
final forum in the series, Making Peace with Planet 
Earth: finding common  ground with those who 
oppose us so we may together create sustainable 
living practices everywhere. 
 Other Upcoming Events on our study of peace: 
 Sunday, April 13 at 12:3 pm, Peacemaking Lunch 
with Sister Alice Gerdeman from the Intercommun-
ity Justice and Peace Center. 
Sunday, April 27, after church, Congregational 
Meeting to finalize St. John’s Peace Pledge of 
commitments to action.  
                                                            -Sylvia Mersfelder 
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Wednesday Night Chalice Group has teamed up  
with Matthew 25 Ministries to help the neediest 
around the world improve the way they receive 
medications. By donating your used medicine 
bottles, you can help them, too! A box with a lid is 
set up in Krolfifer so you can donate your used, 
empty prescription and other medication bottles. 
Look for the "Bottles Without Borders" boxes! If 
you want to eradicate any personal info yourself, 
that©s perfectly okay. All donations will be delivered 
to the neediest around the world, to allow medica-
tions to be dispensed in containers rather than 
leaves or hands. We will be collecting these bottles 
until the end of May. For more information, ask 
Karen Miller, Dick Fencl, Melanie Marsh, Vivian 
Kline, Brian Sebastian, Curt Miller, Judy Buxton, 
Pete Altekruse, or Krysta December.  
                                                   -Krysta December 
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Spir itual Hospitality still has openings: 
Talking to strangers isn’ t easy for most people. 
There’s some risk involved AND you have to figure 
out what to say. When we understand what 
happens whenever we speak (did you know your 
blood pressure goes up?) and the basis for a 
satisfactory exchange we can better appreciate our 
own and others’  feelings when we get to know one 
another. Spiritual Hospitality refers to the practices 
of many different faith communities as they reach 
out and welcome others into their group. The 
practices have a common thread of mindful 
communication. Seen through the lens of our UU 
Principles, mikndful communication is a way to 
actively demonstrate a belief in the intherent worth 
and dignity of each person by working towards an 
active empathy in our relationships. Contact 
Karolyn Schalk for more information. The class 
will be on 3 separate one night sessions- Tuesdays 
March 25, April 1and May 27 from 7pm to 9pm.   
 
Drop-in Adult RE Programs: The Adult RE 
Board near the church office has the detailed 
schedule for our drop-in classes and groups.  
Check out topics for the Adult Forums, held on 
many Sunday mornings between services from  10-
10:45 downstairs in the Gandhi Room. The Great 
Decisions series continues through  
mid-April. And we©re about to begin a Wednesday 
night series Spirit in Practice - weekly topics are 
listed on the board as well. All of these do NOT 
require registration - just mark your calendars  
and show up! 
 
Great Decisions: This drop-in group, cospon-sored 
by the Global Center and using materials from the 
Foreign Policy Association, attempts to present 
non-partisan information to help citizens formulate 
their own opinions about questions facing decision-
makers in our government. We meet on Sundays 
from 1 to 2:30pm in the Chapel.  
Upcoming topics for the next few weeks will be: 
March 23 - (skip Easter) 
March 30 - Latin America: shift to the left?   
What factors have prevented the U.S. and Latin 

American countries from forging a strong relation-
ship? What challenges confront U.S. policy in Latin 
America? Can the U.S. offer an alternative to the 
influence of left-leaning leaders like Venezuela©s 
Hugo Chavez? 
April 6: U.S. -China Trade Policy- Recent product 
safety scares have thrown the spotlight on the 
enormous role China plays in supplying products to 
the U.S. Could the large and growing trade 
imbalance with China have an adverse effect on the 
U.S. economy? What role does the undervalued 
Chinese currency play? 
 
Spir it in Practice 
Wednesday nights from 7-8:30pm, we©re starting a 
new drop-in series exploring questions about Spirit 
in Practice. Each night is self-contained, featuring 
different topics. Please come for as many groups as 
fit into your schedule. The first 3 weeks will focus 
on the following: 
March 1:  Toward a Rich and Meaningful Unitarian 
Universalist Spirituality 
March 26: Personal Spiritual Practices, these are 
practices done alone and, perhaps, daily—such as 
meditation, dream work, journaling, prayer, and so 
on. They’re what most people think of  when they 
hear the words “spiritual practice.”  
April 2 : Communal Worship Practices, although 
Unitarian Universalists affirm the uniqueness and 
individual nature of a person’s spiritual path, our 
movement is also founded on a belief that 
community is essential to that journey. Regular 
engagement with communal worship—the ongoing 
and collective search for truth and meaning—is one 
way of supporting this belief.  
For more information, see the longer explanation on 
the Adult RE Bulletin Board near the church office, 
or see Carol Fencl. 
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The new and improved Clifton School parking lot 
is now open for St. Johners to use on Sunday 
mornings. The entrance to the lot is located on 
Clifton Avenue across the street from the Cifton 
Mosque.   
                                                        -Rick Prairie 
 

� � � �� � �* 
 � 
 �
The Automated External Defibrillator has arrived. 
It©s located in Haehnle, to the left of the doors 
leading to Krolfifer. It©s in a white cased marked 
“Automated External Defibrillator.”  Those trained 
in operating the AED are: Pete Asman, Carolyn 
Banfield, Linda Heath, Emily Hodges, Jonena 
Jones, Cliff Shisler and Clair Wagner. In an 
emergency, others who have had CPR training can 
use the AED--it has audible and written 
instructions. 
                                                      -Cliff  Shisler 
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The Nominating Committee is working to develop 
a list of candidates for the election of Board 
Members and Officers for next year. The election 
is to take palace in June, with the new folks to 
assume their positions on July 1, 2008 and serve 
for two years.  The positions that are 
to be filled are: Vice President, Secretary, Director 
of Community Council, Director of Property 
Council and Director of Mission Council. In 
addition, two positions on the Nominating 
Committee are also to be filled. 
 If you are interested in serving in one of these 
essential roles, please contact one of the members 
of the Nominating Committee: Monica Pellman, 
Tim Dewald, Bill Gordon, or Dick Fencl.  
                                              -Dick Fencl 
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Coffee hour hosts for Sunday March 23 are Marty 
Harrington and Caren Cohen. 
Coffee hour hosts for Sunday March 30 are: David 
Case, Tammy Case and LaDonna Fritz. 
                                                       -Tracy Flanagan 
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As Unitarian Universalists, we are part of a rich and 
powerful tradition of inclusion. Universalist Olympia 
Brown (January 5, 1835–October 23, 1926) is 
regarded to be the first woman to be ordained as a  
full time minister by an organized denomination. She 
attended Antioch College in Yellow Springs, Ohio 
and went on to graduate from St. Lawrence 
University’s School of Divinity. Despite finishing 
her schooling, Brown met opposition to her 
ordination. Olympia believed that in order to become 
ordained, she had to appeal to the Universalist 
Council. Brown traveled to Malone, Ohio to present 
her case. Brown’s appeal was a simple plea for 
equality. The Board, which had already witnessed 
some of Brown’s sermons, agreed with her. Thus on 
June 25, 1863, Olympia Brown became the first fully 
ordained woman minister. Olympia Brown would go 
onto become a pastor at Marshfield and Montpelier, 
VT, Weymouth, MA, Bridgeport, CT and Racine, 
WI. She is, of course, also widely recognized for her 
work for suffrage and women’s rights.  
                                                                    -Bruce Beisner  
 
 

 � 	 
 ��" 
 � ##�� 
 ��
by Josie Arens 
St. John’s Office Administrator 
 
The church office will be closed on Friday March 
21and Monday March 31. Next newsletter deadline 
will be Thursday March 27 at 5pm. Send your 
articles to Bruce Beisner. Wishing everyone a Happy 
Easter and a beautiful Spring. 
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Monday March 17 
     10:00am- Chalice Group (Luerssen) 
     7:00pm- Program Planning Team  
 
Tuesday March 18 
     10:00am- Yoga and Meditation 
     6:30pm- Leadership Development Committee 
     7:00pm- Adult RE Class: World Religions 
     7:00pm- YADA Young Adults Discussion 
 
Wednesday March 19 
    1:30pm- Adult RE Class: Ageing and Sageing 
    6:30pm- Board of Trustees Meeting 
    7:00pm- Program Planning Team 
    7:00pm- Adult RE Class: Spirit in Practice 
 
Thursday March 20 
    7:00pm- Adult RE: Articulating Your UU Faith 
    7:15pm- Choir Rehearsal  
 
Fr iday March 21 
    Good Friday 
    Church Office Closed 
    7:00pm- Earth Spirit Gathering 
 
Saturday March 22 
     9:00am- Contemporary Service Rehearsal 
     10:00am-CGCC 
 
Sunday March 23 
    Easter Sunday 
    9:00am- Contemporary Service 
                         guest speaker Renea Frey  
    10:00am- Sabbatical Team 
    11:00am- Community Worship Service 
                         guest speaker: Diane Wright 
    12:15pm- Chalice Making Gathering 
    7:00pm- A Course in Miracles (ACIM) 
 
 
 

 
 
Tuesday March 25 
    10:00am- Yoga and Meditation 
    7:00pm- Chalice Group (O’Neill) 
    7:00pm- Adult RE Class: World Religions 
    7:00pm- ADULT Re Class: Talking to Strangers 
 
Wednesday March 26 
    8:30am- Staff Meeting 
    1:30pm- Adult RE Class: Ageing and Sageing    
    6:30pm- Web/Tech Committee 
    7:00pm- Program Planning Team 
    7:00pm- Adult RE Class: Spirit in Practice 
 
Thursday March 27 
    5:00pm- Deadline for The Reporter 
    7:15pm- Choir Rehearsal 
 
Fr iday March 28 
    7:00pm- Game Night 
    7:30pm- Women’s Book Group 
 
Saturday March 29 
    9:00am- Contemporary Service Rehearsal 
    11:00am- Caring Circle 
 
Sunday March 30 
     9:00am- Contemporary Service 
             service leader: Omope Daboiku 
     10:00am- New Orleans Group Meeting 
     10:00am- Peacemaking Forum 
     11:00am- Community Worship Service 
              guest speaker: Rev. Bill Gupton 
     12:30pm- Social Action Committee 
     1:00pm- Adult RE Class: Great Decisions 
     7:00pm- A Course in Miracles (ACIM) 
 
Monday March 31 
     Church Office Closed 
     7:00pm- Changing Course 
     7:00pm- Program Planning Team  
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