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Community Services and Children’s Religious Exploration classes begin 
at 11:00am. Child care is available.  
 
Sunday March 9 at 11:00am 
“ Post Oak Baptist Church”         
guest speaker:  the Rev. Bruce Russell-Jayne 
Rev. Russell-Jayne is the minister of Northern Hills UU Fellowship in 
Springfield Township. He will speak about how a visit to his hometown 
Southern Baptist Church made him stretch his mind in an attempt 
to reconcile liberal church values with those of the Christian Right.  Can 
we keep the conversation civil with family and friends this election year?  
 
Sunday March 16 at 11:00am 
“ Commitment Sunday at St. John’s”  
Join us on March 16 for a celebration of all that is St. John©s.  We’ ll talk 
about our many wonderful programs and activities, the things that make 
St. John©s so great. You will be asked to make your pledge in support of 
the operating budget for the fiscal year 2008/2009.  
A special light luncheon will follow the service. (For more details, please 
see the article on page 5)  
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Contemporary Services begin at 9:00am and are held in Krolfifer Hall. 
Childcare is available.  
 
Sunday March 9 at 9:00am 
“ Peace, NOW!”   
St. John’s is part of a national denominational exploration on whether to 
adopt a principle of “seeking just peace through non-violent means.”  This 
service is part of a three month series of forums, classes and services 
looking at peacemaking from a number of perspectives. This family-
friendly multi-media service will feature live music, origami peace crane 
folding, storytelling, and images of peace efforts worldwide. Come help 
define how we can keep the peace.  Special guest musicians will be Jake 
Speed and the Freddies. 
 

 
Minister  

  The Rev. Dr. Frank Carpenter 

 Affiliated M inister  

  The Rev. Bonnie Meyer 

M inister  Emer ita 

  The Rev. Annie Foerster 

M inister  of Music 

  Dr. Catherine Roma 

Assoc. Director  of Music 

  Rachel Kramer 

Co-Directors of  

Religious Exploration  

  Mary Darner 

  Layne Richard-Hammock 

Worship Coordinator  

   Omope Daboiku 

Office Administrator  

  Mary Jo (Josie) Arens 

Caretaker  

  J. Michael Skaggs 

Church Office 

   513-961-1938 

   stjohnuu@fuse.net 

Church Office Hours 

   Monday thru Friday 

   7:30am to 2pm 

Church Website 

   www.stjohnsuu.org 

Newsletter  Editor  

  Bruce Beisner 

Next Newsletter  Deadline 

   March 13  at 5pm 
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Our minister, Rev. Dr. Frank Carpenter, is away  
on sabbatical leave. He will return to the pulpit at St. 
John’s on June 1. Complete information about the 
sabbatical is posted on the church website at 
www.stjohnsuu.org (see the link on the home page). 
If you have questions or concerns, please feel free  
to contact any of the members of the Sabbatical 
Team: Cliff Shisler, Judy Buxton, Carol Fencl or  
Bruce Beisner.         
                                                 -the Sabbatical Team                 
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by Layne Richard Hammock & Mary Darner 
Co-Directors of Lifespan Religious Exploration 
Wednesday at our staff meeting we were joined by 
three Board members.  It was a good meeting that 
focused on teamwork and sharing creative ideas 
for problem-solving. We were challenging our-selves 
to begin thinking “outside the box”  suspending our 
assumptions and untouchable givens in order to 
really think creatively about options for next year©s 
programming and church finances.  
We were talking about new ways to support one 
another©s program areas, knowing our work is 
dynamically intertwined.  Although it was only a 
beginning conversation, we were struck by the 
energy that filled the room.  Being open to  
creativity, building off of one another©s thoughts  
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and ideas, and looking at St. John©s holistically 
generated an aliveness and hope that would not be 
found by simply doing our work in our individual 
areas.  With change the only thing we can count on, 
it behooves us to take courage and move forward in 
mutual support for contemporary and community 
worship, music, lifespan religious exploration and so 
much more that makes us whole.  Here is a quote 
dated 1945 from Sophia Fahs, an early leader in 
Unitarian religious education, which challenges us to 
keep moving forward with new ideas: 
“ In a free church we should never cease to explore. 
We should never be graduated from the church©s 
school.  Religious education is not something that 
can be once and for all delivered to us and then be 
kept.  We cannot be a really free church, unless, as 
adults, we keep studying.  It is insidiously easy to 
grow content with comfortable finalities that at one 
time we regarded as liberal.... We face a new era - 
new inventions, new communications, new social 
planning, a new world community.  We see all these 
advances coming.  But what of our children©s 
religious future?  Are we reading the signs of the 
times?  Outworn beliefs, outworn ethics and 
outworn schedules for our church activities have a 
tremendous emotional hold on 
us.  Many Christian churches in America are afraid 
of a new era in religious education....  Are the free 
churches also afraid?  Or shall we slough off inertia, 
gather together our forces, train ourselves for our 
great task?  And lead forth!”   
Breathe in courage for new pathways.  Breathe out 
hope and excitement that enriches our community. 
 
  
 
Our M ission: St. John’s is committed to creating a safe 
and caring community, working for social justice and 
celebrating beliefs that respect freedom of thought. 
We’re pleased to be designated a Welcoming Congrega-
tion by the Unitarian Universalist Association, as as  
such we honor and value the racial, cultural, economic, 
religious, physical ability, sexual orientation and gender 
diversity of our members and visitors, young and old.   
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Books, Books, Books-  
Come to Krolfifer Hall to register for Adult RE 
classes on March 9 and check out the collection of 
books for the ‘LIFESPAN’ which are for sale at a 
reduced cost. These volumes, if not sold, will be 
shipped back to the UUA at the end of March. Get 
while the ‘gettin’  is good! 
 
Youth Involvement at Transylvanian Dinner  – On 
Friday March 7, youth in grades 1-5 and their 
families set tables for the \ dinner from 7-8:30pm 
On Saturday March 8, grades 6-12 can help with a 
range of activities for the dinner: cooking, serving,  
bussing dishes and cleaning up afterwards. Arrive 
5:30 pm and know you will be fed pizza for your 
efforts.  Please contact Mary Darner if you are not 
already signed up to help.  Thanks so much. 
children ages 12 and under are offered a children©s 
dinner and partner church activity program down-
stairs while adults eat upstairs for $5.  Preregistra-
tion is required. 
 
Easter  Sunday Activities on March 23- 
An All Church Chalice Making Gathering is planned 
in Krolfifer after the 11am Community Service. Our 
little ones will have an egg hunt – and everyone else 
is invited to a Chalice Making Party.  $2 offering is 
asked to offset the cost per chalice and for the paints. 
Bring your creativity – bring a smock shirt - paint a 
chalice – take it home to use!! (other chalice 
activities provided for the little ones) 
 
Seeking Candy Donations for  Easter  Egg Hunt- 
Bring your candy donations to church on March 9. 
Oour YRUU group will do ‘egg stuffing’  that day. 
Candy needs to be of the individually wrapped sort, 
and sized to fit in plastic eggs. Look for a donation 
basket in Haehnle Hall and thanks for your support. 
 

Spr ing Renewal in the RE Program 
Classes will be engaging in a ‘ refresher’  process to 
renew the class covenants. These collaborative 
agreements state how the groups have decided 
together on class and at church decorum and extend 
to all relationships on Sunday. Being in Right 
Relations as a community is important. The follow-
ing information comes from our RE Prospectus – 
for your edification and in asking for your support 
in the spirit of “  It Takes a Village” . It is our 
responsibility to support each other in the spiritual 
journey of learning how to be in positive 
relationship – between and among all ages, from 
babes to sages.   
Behavioral Expectations (from  RE Prospectus) 
Each class will develop a classroom covenant at the 
beginning of the year.  A classroom covenant is an 
understanding reached among the members of the 
group, including the teachers on how they will treat 
each other including cooperative involvement.  The 
covenant will be posted in the classroom and 
referred to throughout the year – renewing the 
covenant as needed. When behavioral problems 
arise, the whole class is affected.  The volunteer 
teachers or another adult in the class will speak to 
the child about the issue and seek ways to redirect 
his/her energies more productively.  If disruptive 
behavior continues, the teacher will ask the parent 
to speak to the child about his/her behavior and ask 
for parental help in the classroom to keep the 
situation under control.  The teacher(s) parent and 
Director of Religious Exploration may meet  to 
identify ways to manage the difficulty and help the 
child integrate back into the community of the class. 
In circumstances where a problem has been 
recurrent or not getting resolved, reflecting any sort 
of threat physical or emotional,  where resources are 
not available to handle the situation and keeping the 
child in the classroom is not in the best interests of 
the children in the room or the child – the child will 
be removed.   A teacher or the Director of Religious 
Exploration will remove the child from class, and 
request that the parent take the child under wing 
until safety and appropriate decorum can be 
restored. Mary, Layne, the RE Associates and 
teachers thank you for your support.  
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The LAFs social group will dine together on 
Friday night March 14 at one of their favorites -
The Old Spaghetti Factory (6320 S. Gilmore in 
Fairfiled).  We’ ll be seated at 6:30pm.  LAFs is 
open to all St. Johners and friends 50 or older.  It©s 
a good way to get better acquainted, have some 
fun, and enjoy a good meal. Reservations are 
required by Thursday March 13.  To reserve or for 
more information, please contact Jan Hay. 
                                                          -Jan Hay 
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The Women’s Book Group will meet at church on 
Friday March 28 (the fourth Friday because of 
Easter weekend) at 7:30pm to discuss Peace like a 
River by Leif Enger. During the early 1960s in 
small-town Minnesota, an 11 year old boy recalls 
two schoolyard bullies breaking into the family 
home and his older brother shooting them. This is 
a story of a loving family in conflict. All women 
are welcome. For April choose a book about 
medical issues in the U.S. For information, please 
call Debbie Combs. 
                                                     -Debbie Combs 
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Want to share your faith but don©t have quite the 
right words?  The UUA can help. It has produced a 
10-minute DVD called “Voices of a Liberal Faith”  
and St. John©s has copies. Our greeters will hand 
them to interested visitors, but you can take or 
borrow one, too, if you©d like to share it with 
someone.  Just take one from the PR mailbox in St. 
John©s office.  If you want to preview it, go online 
to http://www.uua.org/visitors/index.shtml  and 
click on the bottom of the page.  
                                                           -Linda Heath  
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Please make plans to attend the third and final Saint 
Johns Town Hall meeting on Sunday March 16 at 
10am in Krolfifer Hall. This is your opportunity to 
speak directly with the Board and each other about 
concerns you may have about St. John©s, or ask 
questions of the Board. Please join us!   
                                                             -Cliff Shisler 
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You only have until this Wednesday, March 5 to 
order your tickets for this year’s Transylvania dinner 
which will be held next Saturday, March 8th, starting 
at 6 pm.  Come support our partner church in 
Nyaradszentlaszlo, Romania and, at the same time, 
have a great evening of food, wine and entertain-
ment.  Our special musical entertainment will be 
provided by a group of singers from Miami 
University performing a part of Mozart’s the Magic 
Flute.  Tickets are only $15 for adults, $5 for 
children 12 and under.  Childcare will be available 
which includes food and a special program on 
Transylvania and our partner church.  This is St. 
John’s one big event to celebrate our international 
partnership so buy your tickets now!  For tickets, call 
the church office. If a scholaarship is needed, contact  
Mary Darner.   
                                        -The Friends of Szentlaszlo 
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These workshops provide avenues for deepening 
spirituality and affirming spiritual growth. We will 
offer this as a DROP-IN group on 10 Wednesdays 
nights, going from March 19 to May 21. As a part of 
the UUA Tapestry of Faith programs, you will  have 
the opportunity to join with others in exploring 
practices in personal spirituality, mind, body, life, 
and  justice.  Six different St. Johners will be sharing 
the leadership of this series.  Each week is self-
contained, but you are encouraged to attend as many 
of these as you are able. See the Adult RE Board for 
a list of the topics. 
                                                 -the Adult RE Committee 
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NOW is the time to check the Adult Religious 
Exploration brochure to see which of our classes or 
groups you would like to attend this spring! Once 
again we have two types - those which require 
registration and those which you can attend on a 
drop-in basis. Even if the drop-in sessions best meet 
your needs, you still should mark them on your 
calendar before they slip out of your memory.The 
Registration table is available before and after both 
church services on March 9. You also may fill out a 
registration form printed from the web site or found 
on the greeters© table and place it in the green folder 
on the Adult RE Board, or mail to the church office. 
Two new registration classes this spring are Our UU 
Story, led by Karolyn Schalk & Hugh O©Neill (on 
five Wednesday nights) and From Age-ing to Sage-
ing led by Nina Tolley (on four Wednesday 
afternoons). See the brochure for more detailed 
descriptions or talk to one of the leaders. Our St. 
John©s Bookstore is open for business the same time 
the Adult RE table is set up. We have a wide 
selection of books, both for children and adults, 
published by Beacon and Skinner House presses. 
These are available at a discounted price, so plan to 
stop by with your checkbook or cash in hand. 
                                          -The Adult RE Committee 
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Wednesday Night Chalice Group has teamed up with 
Matthew 25 Ministries to help the neediest around 
the world improve the way they receive medications. 
By donating your used medicine bottles, you can 
help them, too! A box with a lid is set up in Krolfifer 
so you can donate your used, empty prescription and 
other medication bottles. Look for the "Bottles 
Without Borders" boxes! If you want to eradicate 
any personal info yourself, that©s perfectly okay. All 
collected containers will be taken to Matthew 25 
Ministries, where any labels will be steamed off. 
They will then be delivered to the neediest around 
the world, to allow medications to be dispensed in 
containers rather than leaves or hands. We will be 
collecting these bottles January through May, 2008. 
For more information, ask Karen Miller, Dick Fencl, 
Melanie Marsh, Vivian Kline, Brian Sebastian, Curt 
Miller, Judy Buxton, Pete Altekruse, or Krysta 
December.  
                                                   -Krysta December 
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Commitment Sunday is just around the corner, on 
March 16.  On this day during the contemporary and 
community services, you, the members and friends of 
St. John©s, will be asked to make your pledge in 
support of the operating budget for the fiscal year 
2008/2009.  Prior to the day, you©ll be receiving in 
the mail specific information on making this year©s 
pledge including a guide for giving.   
During the four Sundays leading up to Commitment 
Sunday, you©ve heard or will hear about the many 
wonderful programs and activities at St. John©s, the 
things that make St. John©s so great.  Previously, 
Claire Wagner spoke eloquently about our Lifespan 
Religious Educations program that serves close to 
100 children and youth and provides more than 30 
different adult offerings a year.  Ann Schurr spoke 
enthusiastically about our new contemporary service 
and how it has brought her and her family back to St. 
John©s.  Most recently, Bruce Beisner has helped us 
remember the many wonderful community services 
of the last year including those heart warming 
musical performances.  On March 9, Frances May 
Brooks will help us relive the many social action 
activities that have taken place in the last year.  In 
this way, when Commitment Sunday rolls around, 
we©ll all know exactly why it is so important to 
financially support our faith community.   
Look this week for more information in your mail on 
the pledging process.  If you don©t receive this 
guidance, please let Josie or me know.  We©ll make 
sure you get this material.  Then join us on Commit-
ment Sunday for a celebration of all that is St. John©s. 
And join us after the 11am service for coffee and tea 
and a special light luncheon catered by Jennifer 
Richards.  It should be a festive affair.  See you then. 
                                 -Tom Darner, Stewardship Chair 
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The Spring All Council Meeting has been scheduled 
for Friday April 11, beginning at 6pm and ending at 
9pm. This will be a potluck event with a 
presentation by Leadership Development to discuss 
their progress since the Fall All Council Meeting. 
The Finance Director will present issues related to 
our budget and where we are, as well as a 
presentation by the Board President on the status of 
the board and issues related to the board.  All 
members of the congregation, all councils, all 
committees, and all groups of the church are invited 
to attend this important meeting.  If you would like 
to attend, please RSVP to Josie no later than 
Monday April 7. 
                                               -Kelly McMichael  
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The raffle and bake sale on February 10 raised over 
$1700 for St. John©s general operating fund. What a 
range of basket themes, from yarn to birds to snow 
days to green living. Congratulations to the lucky 
winners of the raffle, and a big thank you to the 
many donors of baskets and baked goods--and to 
everyone who bought tickets and food. Thank you 
for making this event fun and profitable. Our team 
is seeking additional members to plan fun events 
like this next year; please contact Wanda Crawford 
or Karen Miller. 
                                      -The Fundraising Team 
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Want to match your interests with a “gift of service”  
to St. John’s?  Please join us on Sunday March 9 
from 12:30pm to 1pm downstairs in Gandhi.  Yes, 
we have ministries that need you and your 
leadership.  Come and get connected.  
                                                  -Monica Pellman 
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The Nominating Committee is working to develop a 
list of candidates for the election of Board Members 
and Officers for next year.  The election is to take 
palace in June, with the new folks to assume their 
positions on July 1, 2008 and serve for two years.   
The positions that are to be filled are: Vice President, 
Secretary, Director of Community Council, Director 
of Property Council and Director of Mission Council. 
In addition, 2 positions on the Nominating Committee 
are also to be filled. If you are interested in serving 
the church in one of these essential roles, please 
contact one of the members of the Nominating 
Committee: Monica Pellman, Tim Dewald, Bill 
Gordon, or Dick Fencl.  They will be happy to discuss 
the details of the positions available.  
                                                               -Dick Fencl 
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Approved Karolyn Schalk replacing Karen Miller as a 
delegate for the Heartland District Meeting in April.  
Approved appointment of Debbie Combs to the  
Outreach Grants Committee as of July 1, 2008. 
Ginny Creasman, of the Leadership Development  
Committee, presented "Intergenerational Differences," 
a brief training module which explained how 
those differences impact volunteerism. 
Discussed the $300-$400 needed this year for the  
Interfaith Hospitality Network Project. Susan Small  
requested funds for the 2008-09 budget. 
Discussed $10,000 anonymous gift for the playground  
Continued discussing/assessing the Contemporary     
Service. 
Approved that Cliff Shisler sign the statement of 
value of $2,213,000 for the building and contents for 
the insurance policy. 
Discussed finances. Expect about a $5,000 deficit this 
year. Staff, councils, and committees are being  
approached about creative ideas regarding budget.  
The Building Use Committee agreed to a rental fee  
 reduction for Gerry Itzkoff who is putting on a  
 violin/cello recital on February 26. 
Complete Board minutes are available on St. John’s 
website, choose “About Us”  and then “Governance.”  
                                    -Debbie Combs, Board Secretary 
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By Cathy Roma, Minister of Music 
 
     Please join us as the St. John’s Choir prepares for 
our Spring Choral Service on May 11. We started on 
Sources on February 28. It celebrates our UU beliefs. 
It is going to be an incredibly exciting performance. 
We had some additional singers join us, but we would 
like to ask for more. I am aiming for 50 strong to 
balance a little string ensemble, with percussion and 
piano. Rehearsals for this are from  7:15 to 8:30pm. 
We had a great time--COME SING! 
      In March 2008, the Song of Peace group 
(www.SongofPeace.org) seeks to create an 
international musical appeal for peace, using words 
that have been sung for centuries: Dona Nobis Pacem-
-Grant Us Peace. To this end, the St. John©s Choir will 
sing songs during March that will resonate with the 
message of peace.  Especially amazing will be Bach©s 
Dona Nobis Pacem from the b minor mass on Easter 
Sunday morning. 
    And Jake Speed and the Freddies will add to the 
Peace Momentum at St. John’s as this dynamic, 
talented group performs Saturday March 15 at 8pm in 
the fourth concert of the Music Series at St John’s. Be 
there or really be square... 
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Jake Speed and the Freddies will  
be our featured artists on Saturday  
March 15 at 8pm. Mixing political  
and cultural humor, and talking  
blues music, the Freddies are four  
time winners of the Cincinnati  
Entertainment Award (2001-2004) for Best Folk 
Musicians. The band started out playing for tips on the 
streets of Cincinnati and continues to believe that "If 
you ain©t good enough for the street corner, what are 
you good for?" Vocals accompanied by guitars, 
upright bass, and mandolin, solos on kazoo, 
harmonica and washboard, and lively audience 
participation make this a fun family-friendly event.   
                                                          -Sherry Tippey 
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The new and improved Clifton School parking lot is 
now open for St. Johners to use on Sunday 
mornings. The entrance to the lot is located on 
Clifton Avenue across the street from the Mosque.   
                                                        -Rick Prairie 
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Our Great Decisions series continues on Sunday 
afternoons thru April 13 (skipping Easter) Upcom-  
ing topics include Talking to our Enemies (March 
9) and U.S. Defense and Security Policy (March 
16.)  We meet in the chapel from 1pm to 2:30pm.  
                                         -the Adult RE Committee  
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Tempted by a Unitarian Universalist weekend just 
for women down in the beautiful Highlands area of 
North Carolina? April 18-20 is the weekend and the 
cost is only $143 for 3 days or $193 for 4 days. Call 
1-828-526-5888 to register or check the web site at 
www.mountaincenters.org. 
                                               -Carol and Dick Fencl 
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by Josie Arens, St. John’s Office Administrator 
 
Just a reminder- Deadline for written announce-
ments for the Order of Service is Wednesday(s) at 
11am. Thank you to Worship Committee and all the 
people who have had to give me the layouts for the 
Sunday 11am services since the sabbatical has 
started. Getting me information in a timely manner 
has been a great help to me and I appreciate your 
cooperation.   The deadline for the next issue of The 
Reporter will be Thursday March 13 at 5pm. Please 
send your articles directly to Bruce Beisner.   
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Monday March 3 
     6:00pm- Set Up for Elections 
Tuesday March 4 
     Primary Election Day in Ohio 
     10:00am- Yoga and Meditation 
     7:00pm- Adult RE: World Religions 
     7:00pm- YADA Young Adults Discussion 
Wednesday March 5 
    7:00pm- Membership Committee 
    7:00pm- Program Planning Team (PPT) 
    7:00pm- Adult RE: Cakes for Queen of Heaven 
Thursday March 6 
    6:00pm- Music Committee 
     7:00pm- Adult RE: Articulating Your UU Faith 
    7:15pm- Choir Rehearsal  
Fr iday March 7 
     5:00pm- Set up for Partner Church Dinner 
Saturday March 8 
     9:00am- Contemporary Service Rehearsal 
     9:00am- Dream Group 
     11:00am- Chalice Group 
     5:00pm- Partner Church Dinner  
Sunday March 9 
    9:00am- Contemporary Service 
    10:00am- Peacemaking Forum 
    11:00am- Community Worship Service 
           Guest Speaker: Rev. Bruce Russell-Jayne 
    12:30pm- RE Associates 
    12:30pm- Leadership Development Committee 
    1:00pm- Adult RE: Great Decisions 
    1:00pm- Interweave Lunch 
    7:00pm- A Course in Miracles (ACIM) 
Monday March 10 
     7:00pm- Chalice Group (Strong) 
Tuesday March 12 
    10:00am- Yoga and Meditation 
    5:30pm- Bylaws Committee 
    7:00pm- Adult RE: World Religions 

    8:00pm- Leadership Development Committee 
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Wednesday March 12 
    8:30am- Staff Meeting 
    5:30pm- Executive Board Meeting 
    7:00pm- Adult RE: Cakes for Queen of Heaven 
    7:00pm- Program Planning Team 
    7:00pm- Chalice Group  
Thursday March 13 
    5:00pm- Deadline for The Reporter 
    7:00pm- Adult RE: Articulating Your UU Faith 
    7:15pm- Choir Rehearsal 
Saturday March 15 
    9:00am- Contemporary Service Rehearsal 
    8:00pm- St. John’s Music Series Concert  
Sunday March 16 
     Commitment Sunday at St. John’s 
     9:00am- Contemporary Service 
     10:00am- Town Hall Meeting 
     11:00am- Community Worship Service 
     12:15pm- Green Sanctuary 
     1:00pm- Adult RE: Great Decisions 
     7:00pm- A Course in Miracles (ACIM) 
     7:00pm- Chalice Group 
Monday March 17 
     10:00am- Chalice Group (Luerssen) 
Tuesday March 18 
     10:00am- Yoga and Meditation 
     7:00pm- YADA Young Adults Discussion 
     7:00pm- Adult RE: World Religions 
     8:00pm- Leadership Development Committee 
Wednesday March 19 
     1:30pm- Aging and Saging 
     6:30pm- Board of Trustees Meeting 
     7:00pm- Program Planning Team  
     7:00pm- Spirit in Practice  
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