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Sunday Community Services and Children’s Religious Exploration 
classes begin at 11:00am. Child care is available. Parking can be found 
behind the Clifton Mosque (located across Clifton Ave from the Clifton 
School site) or in the Recreation Center lot on McAlpin Ave. The church 
parking lot is reserved for visitors, families with small children, older 
members, and those with handicapped permits. 
 
Sunday January 13 
“ Partner Church Sunday”  
Rev. Carpenter will dialogue with Rev. Jakabhazi Bela-Botond, pastor of 
the Lexington, KY, UU Church’s Partner Church, about minorities in 
Transylvania.  Unitarianism is one of the faiths of the Hungarian minority 
in Rumania which has had to deal with Rumanian nationalism since the 
days of the Communist regime. 
 
Sunday January 20 
“ Wade in the Water”  
We’ ll commemorate the legacy of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. with a 
service led by Rev. Carpenter, Cathy Roma and the St. John’s Choir.    
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Contemporary Services are every Sunday starting at 9:00am and  
are held in the Krolfifer fellowship hall at St. John’s.  
 

 

 
Minister  

  The Rev. Dr. Frank Carpenter 

 Affiliated M inister  

  The Rev. Bonnie Meyer 

M inister  Emer ita 

  The Rev. Annie Foerster 

M inister  of Music 

  Dr. Catherine Roma 

Assoc. Director  of Music 

  Rachel Kramer 

Co-Directors of  

Religious Exploration  

  Mary Darner 

  Layne Richard-Hammock 

Worship Coordinator  

   Omope Daboiku 

Office Administrator  

  Mary Jo (Josie) Arens 

Caretaker  

  J. Michael Skaggs 

Church Office 

   513-961-1938 

   stjohnuu@fuse.net 

Church Office Hours 

   Monday thru Friday 

   7:30am to 2pm 

Church Website 

   www.stjohnsuu.org 

Newsletter  Editor  

  Bruce Beisner 

Next Newsletter  Deadline 

   Thursday January 17 at 5pm 
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                                                                           by the Rev. Dr. Frank Carpenter 
 
      
     We’re coming down to the wire on my sabbatical. Even though the Sabbatical Committee has had the 
word out for months now, a lot of people have not seemed to let it register when my sabbatical begins.  I’ve 
talked to some people who were thinking that the sabbatical was a year long. 
     The New Year has come and gone.  The reviews of 2007 are over on the tube.  The Iowa caucuses have 
met.  It’ s time to register and be thinking about what kind of questions you might have about my being away 
on sabbatical.  The basics:  I go on sabbatical January 28 (actually about 2:00pm January 27). I return on 
May 27.  I will not engage in any church affairs during that time.  If you have any questions you might direct 
my way during that time, take them to the Sabbatical team which includes Board President Cliff Shisler. 
     As I’ve been thinking about taking this time away from the regime of day to day email, phone calls, 
planning, sermon preparation, I think I am most looking forward to having the time to focus on more than 
just keeping my head above water.  Vacation time and Study Leave time really don’ t give a big break away.  
There’s a chance for me to slow down a bit, catch up on things around the house, read a little bit more and 
get some distance on things.  But no the time for intensive study 
     A sabbatical allows for more in depth time. It permits a really good long look at one or two things, doing 
some intensive reading.  The major topic for me is the UUA’s peacemaking initiative.  This is  
this UUA’s first Congregational Study Action Issue; Howard Tolley has a column elsewhere in The Reporter 
about it. I am serving as chair of one of the committees working on this.  We are developing a collection of 
case studies of peacemaking in local UU congregations.  I’ ll be showing at the District Annual Meeting in 
Louisville with this. During my time I’ ll be in touch with congregations about what they are doing.  Also, I’ ll 
be attending a Mennonite conflict management workshop.  
     My interest in UU history has not evaporated.  Some day I may write up the case for how Unitarian 
Universalism started as a peace movement. I’ ll start with William Ellery Channing, of course.  I’ve also 
become fascinated with the German heritage of St. John’s. I keep telling myself I’ ll write up a bio for the 
online Dictionary of Unitarian Universalist Biography (http://uua.org/uuhs/duub) of Hugo Eisenlohr, whom 
Dick Reiman remembered from his childhood. 
     I hope you will be informing yourself about the upcoming months here at St. John’s. The Worship and    
Liturgy Committee has organized some fine services. This Reporter contains a brochure which I hope will 
address, or at least stimulate, some questions for you.  Happy New Year!   
 
                                                                                           Peace,  

                                                                                            � � � � � �
 

 

Our Mission: St. John’s is committed to creating a safe and caring community, working for social justice and celebrating 
beliefs that respect freedom of thought. 

We are pleased to be designated a “ Welcoming Congregation”  by the Unitarian Universalist Association, and as such 
we honor and value the racial, cultural, economic, religious, physical ability, sexual orientation and gender diversity of 
our members and visitors, young and old.  
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by Layne Richard Hammock and Mary Darner 
Directors of Lifespan Religious Education 
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Below are excerpts from the welcoming para-graphs 
of a wonderful website created by the Church of the 
Larger Fellowship. We hope your interest is piqued 
and you go visit the site at 
http://.clf.uua.org/betweensundays/. This site has all 
kinds of fabulous materials and activity ideas you 
can use to learn more about UUism and to bring 
spirituality into your lives Between Sundays:  
   “Welcome to Between Sundays, a website 
designed to help parents and other adults answer 
religious questions raised by children and youth (and 
adults). What does it mean to be a Unitarian 
Universalist and how do our/your religious beliefs 
make a difference in the world? These are the two 
basic questions underlying the thematic presentation 
of questions and “answers”  on this site. … Some 
activities are suggested for a single age level; others 
are recommended for all ages. 
You can browse the site by age level or subject 
category or search by key words. In addition, a 
Resources section provides informative material just 
for adults using the site. Don’ t be concerned about 
your own level of knowledge or depth of personal 
understanding. Learn along with your kids, explore 
religious concepts together—model the “search for 
truth and meaning”  in an open and loving 
environment.”  
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RE Grouping: Layne applied and St. John’s has 
been selected as a field-test site for two of the ‘ in 
develop-ment’  new RE curriculums from the 
Tapestry of Faith series. Beginning January13, our 
third grade class will be using “Moral Tales”  and 
our fourth and fifth grade class will be using 
“Toolbox of Faith.”  This is an exciting opportunity 
for our teachers and children to contribute to the 
formation of a curricu-lum series that will serve our 
movement for years to come. Please contact Layne 
if you have questions.  
Tapestry of Faith is a new series of programs and 
resources for all ages that nurture UU identity, 
spirit-ual growth, a transforming faith, and vital 
commun-ities of justice and love. These resources 
are being developed out of a broad series of 
conversations that articulated a future direction for 
UU religious growth and learning and 
denomination-wide focus groups which helped 
shape a program that would offer a variety of 
resources—downloadable, printed, view-able, 
interactive, and more—a religious growth and 
learning program for the twenty-first century. If you 
wish to explore further go to: http://uua.org/  
religiouseducation/curricula/tapestryfaith/index.shtml 
 
RE M inders: CONFETTI is coming to St. John’s 
February 2 and 3. St. John’s is hosting a Heartland 
District wide “Transitional Ages Youth 
Conference”  for grades 6 to 9. Mary and I strongly 
encourage all of our St. John’s youth in grades 6-9 
to partake of this opportunity. Mary and I are NOT 
handling  
registrations. Registration materials can be found on 
the RE Bulletin board and at www.heartland.org 
I’ ll have a finalized list of specific needs soon. I do 
know we’ ll be needing male and/or female “stay 
awake”  overnight chaperone(s) – likely in 4-5 hour 
shifts. Other tasks may include having adult 
presence on site – folks who know the building as 
well as  
set-up and clean-up support for meals and support 
for the final clean up on Sunday morning. If you are 
willing to help with this event, please contact 
Layne. 
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St. John’s will celebrate its partnership with the 
Unitarian Church of Nyaradszentlaszlo, Romania 
on Sunday January 13th.  On this the 17th year of 
our partnership, Rev. Carpenter and the Friends of 
Szentlaszlo will welcome the Rev. Bela Botond 
Jakabahazi to the 11:00am Community Service.  
Rev. Jakabahazi is a young Unitarian minister 
from Transylvania and this year’s Balazs scholar at 
the Starr King Seminary in California.  Bela’s 
congregation in Transylvania is partnered with the 
UU Church of Lexington, KY and is located only 
minutes from St. John’s partner church in 
Nyaradszentlaszlo.  Be sure to attend this special 
service during which Rev. Carpenter and Rev. 
Jakabahazi discuss human rights issues.   
St. John’s will be providing Rev. Jakabahazi with 
an honorarium to help fund his expenses and the 
Balazs scholar program.  Half of the offering on 
January 13 will be used for this purpose.  Anyone 
wishing to donate money to the Balazs program 
and St. John’s partner church may write checks to 
St. John’s marked in the memo line with “Friends 
of Szentlaszlo.”   All of the designated money will 
be used for Bela’s honorarium and our partnership 
program. 
To make the day even more enjoyable, there 
will be a homemade soup and bread luncheon in 
Krolfifer  Hall immediately after  the community 
service.  Please join your friends and stay for this 
special luncheon. The cost is only $5 for an adult 
and $3 for kids 12 and under.  If you’d like to 
make a soup or bake bread for this special lunch-
eon, please contact Diane Antestenis. 
             -Tom Darner & the Friends of Szentlaszlo 
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As you know by now, our minister, Frank Carpenter, 
will be on sabbatical for about four months begin-
ning January 28.  Everyone is invited to join in the 
celebration as we send him off on his Peacemaking 
journey with a reception immediately following the 
Community Service on Sunday January 27. You are 
encouraged to bring an appetizer or dessert to share.  
Please contact Karen Miller if you would like to 
contribute to the party.   
                                                            -Karen Miller  
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The Women’s Book Group will meet at 7:30pm on 
Friday January 18 at church. Please select a passage 
to discuss from a book about schizophrenia. The 
Center Cannot Hold: My Journey through Madness 
by Elyn Saks and Divided Minds: Twin Sisters and 
Their Journey through Schizophrenia were 
recommended by members of the group. The book 
for February is The Inheritance of Loss by Kiran 
Desai. All women are welcome. For more inform-
ation, please contact Debbie Combs.        
                                                    -Debbie Combs 
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You’re invited to join the LAFs for their first 
monthly night out of 2008. We will be meeting at 
6:30pm on Friday January 11 at The House of Tam 
for conver-sation, drinks and dinner. The House of 
Tam offers excellent Chinese food, a nice  atom-
sphere, and is located at 889 Galbraith Road (at 
Winton Road.) Please RSVP by contacting Jan Hay 
by Thursday at 10pm. 
                                                                -Jan Hay 
 

+�* 	 	 � �� ��� 
 �� ��	 � � � �� �$��,� ��� �
The workshop “20 Ways To Improve Your Relation-
ships”  will be offered on January 15 at 7pm at St. 
John’s. We’ ll look at a list of common “snags”  in 
dealing with others and provide a process for change.  
It will be presented by George Dershimer based on  
the work of Marshall Goldsmith. Cost is a $10 dona- 
tion to the church. To register, please contact George 
Dershimer.  
                                                      -George Dershimer 
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Now is the time to sign up for an Adult Religious 
Exploration Class! Here is some information about 
some of the evening classes that we are featuring 
which do require registration. Remember, if we 
don’ t have a minimum class size a week before the 
class starts, it will be cancelled, so don’ t delay sign- 
ing up. Information is also available on the church 
website under “Education”  where you can down-
load the registration form. 
 
Articulating Your UU Faith 
Do you feel tongue-tied when someone asks you 
what do UUs really believe? This 5 session series, 
led by longtimer UUs Frances May Brooks and 
Bruce Beisner, will help both experienced and new 
UUs find ways to express your faith. The class starts 
Thursday February 21, from 7pm to 8:30pm  
 
Cakes for the Queen of Heaven 
This popular class for women has been recently 
revised, shortened to 5 sessions. Wanda Crawford 
will lead the group starting on Wednesday February 
13. Participants will be introduced to ancient 
Goddesses, weaving their stories together with major 
concerns of women today. 
 
Common Fire: Leading Lives of Commitment  
in a Complex World 
UUs are known for struggling with complexity, not 
being willing to accept the black/white version of a 
world. This book-based 3 session series will allow us 
to discover how some people are able to be quite 
committed to improving the world in spite of how 
complex things get. Karen Miller will lead this group 
starting Thursday January 24. 
 
Spiritual Hospitality: How to Talk to Strangers 
Talking to strangers isn’ t easy for most people. 
There’s some risk involved, AND you have to figure 
out what to say. Spiritual Hospitality refers to the 
practices of many different faith communities as 
they reach out and welcome others into their group. 
The practices have a common thread of mindful 
communication. Karolyn Schalk will lead this one 
session discussion on Tuesday February 19. 
 

Evensong 
A longtime favorite of UUs across the country, 
Barbara Hadden will lead these 8 weekly services on 
Wednesdays, including singing, readings and 
discussion. The group meets for 8 sessions starting 
January 23. 
 
Lifecraft 
How do you craft the meanings of your life? Each of 
us has a different process, but in this 4 session group, 
based on Forest Church’s book, we’ ll talk about the 
skill and art of making and discovering meaning in 
our daily lives. Carol Fencl will lead this group 
starting on Monday January 21. 
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The new Chalice Groups are in full swing, and we 
are excited by the forming of new relationships and 
the reacquainting of old.  The Chalice Groups are a 
great way to build relationships over interesting and 
thought provoking conversations.  We do have 
openings available for a number of the groups that 
meet at different times throughout the week and 
weekend. Please contact Judy Strong if you would 
like to explore the possibility of joining a group.  
Upcoming topics include HOPE and DESPAIR and 
OUR RELATIONSHIP TO FOOD.  As anyone can 
tell you who is involved in a group, the direction the 
conversation takes can vary much depending upon 
the individual group members.  Please remember that 
if you joined or are considering joining a group we 
hope you do so with the intent that you will attend 
discussion groups whenever possible, but 
we certainly understand unanticipated events happen 
in all of our lives not always making attendance 
possible. Your fellow group members look forward 
to seeing you and your involvement helps make for a 
complete and well rounded group.  Again, we are 
excited by this year©s groups.  Please contact Judy or 
me if you have any interest in Chalice including 
joining groups that still have room for new members. 
                                                                 -Jim Nunn 
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At their meeting on December 12, 2007, the St. 
John’s Board of Trustees… 
�  Approved Frances May Brooks as a member  
of the Safe Congregation Committee. 
�  Approved updated Request for Funds (RFF) 
policies. 
�  Approved revised breakdown of minister©s 
salary package for fiscal year 2008. 
�  Approved outreach grants as presented by 
Rick Prairie. 
�  Discussed the impact of the Safe Congrega- 
tion Policy on the Coming of Age Program.  
A permission form for parents to sign will be 
developed for discussion/possible approval at the 
January Board meeting. 
�  Continued discussion of covenanting and 
Head of Staff. 
�  Finance Council Director Jonena Jones re- 
ported on the Close the Gap campaign: $14,135 in 
pledges of the requested $15,000. Thanks to Tom 
Darner for a successful campaign. At this time, a 
$1,500 deficit (subject to change) is projected. The 
Board approved the use of the Contingency Fund up 
to $4000 for the boiler payment pending Fund 
Trustees approval. 
�  The Board will begin discussion about bud- 
get priorities for 2008-2009 for use in the pledge 
campaign. 
                      -Debbie Combs, Board Secretary 
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Coffee hosts for January 13 are: Judy Cirillo, 
    Elizabeth Wilson and Cassandra Barham 
Coffee hosts for January 20 are: Dick Fencl,  
    Kari Olson and Mauricio Villacis 
                                                   -Tracy Flanagan 
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I hope the Guest at Your Table boxes have provided 
some opportunity for discussion at your homes.   
I’d like to collect boxes in January so if you haven’ t 
already done so, please bring them in, with names and 
addresses written on them, in the next week or two.  
Please convert cash to check, made out to UUSC and 
place check in box. Thanks for sharing your gifts with 
people through the UU Service Committee!  
                                              -Claire Wagner 
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Warmth, romance, relaxation, fun and games… 
comforting images to soothe a Winter chill!  Such 
themes will be present in an eclectic basket raffle 
beginning on Sunday January 27 and ending with a 
bake sale on Sunday February 10.  Proceeds will be 
used for the St. John’s operating budget.  During 
January, visit the fundraising table in Krolfifer to see 
an example of a themed basket.  Donations of basket 
items and volunteers to prepare baked goods are 
needed.  Members of the committee will be available 
to provide ideas to groups and individuals who would 
like to create baskets for the raffle. Contact members 
of the Fundraising Team with any questions – Karen 
Miller, Wanda Crawford, Rosina Janus, Jonena Jones. 
                                    -The  Fundraising Committee 
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The Heartland UU District meeting will be held in 
Louisville, KY on April 4-6.  The main topic will be 
“Sustainable Stewardship”  featuring keynote speaker 
Wayne B. Clark, author of Beyond Fundraising: 
A Complete Guide to Congregational Stewardship. 
If you have any interest in participating in the wider 
UU denomination, attending a district meeting pro-
vides an excellent opportunity to learn more.  
A number of people have already expressed interest in 
serving as a delegate—if you would like learn more 
about what’s involved, please contact Karen Miller as 
soon as possible.  At its January 16 meeting, the  
Board will be approving a slate of six individuals to 
serve as St. John’s delegates. 
                                                            -Karen Miller 
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During a four year Peacemaking study process,  
2006-2010, the UUA has asked us: “Should the  
Unitarian Universalist Association reject the use of  
any and all kinds of violence and war to resolve  
disputes between peoples and nations and adopt a 
principle of seeking just peace through nonviolent 
means?”  On Tuesday January 8 at 7pm in Krolfifer  
a St. Johns Peacemaking Task Force will host a  
program to launch an initiative for a commitment in 
 the form of a Congregational pledge approved by the 
membership to take specific actions by June 2010 in  
six areas.  Proposed action commitments for each of 
 the 6themes will be the subject of a Sunday morning 
forum starting at 10:15am in the Gandhi Room when  
task force members discuss specific action commit 
-ments in the following areas: 
Inward Peacemaking (Nina Tolley) 
Interpersonal Peacemaking (Kathryn McDonough) 
Congregational Peacemaking (Karolyn Schalk)  
Societal Peacemaking Jim Decker) 
International Peacemaking (Howard Tolley) 
and Environment and Peacemaking (Mira Rodwan).  
The first Peacemaking Forum on the International  
theme will be January 13, and the next five sessions  
will be on the second and fourth Sunday of each  
month thu March. The task force has books, films, 
curriculum guides for all ages, and discussion topics 
 to recommend for any St. John’s groups interested in 
joining a Congregational wide process of delibera- 
tion.  The Curriculum & Resource Study Guides— 
both available at http://www.uua.org/socialjustice/ 
issuesprocess/currentissues/peacemaking/index.shtml 
have been printed our for reference use at church.  
Social Justice activists may find Peacemaking a 
universal theme that embraces nearly all of St. Johners 
current good works.  A Congregational pledge setting 
out a two year comprehensive plan with specific 
action commitments might help identify St. Johns as 
a  "Peace Church."  The Task Force will present its 
plan to the Board for consideration in January and 
looks forward to shared inter-action with as many 
members as possible in preparation for a 
Congregational meeting in late April. 
                                                     -Howard Tolley  
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The St. John’s Board of Trustees will hold the 
second Town Hall meeting on January 13th, 
immediately after the Community Service. The 
meeting will be in the Chapel. Please come with 
your comments about St. John’s-- positive,  
negative, suggestions for change-- the Board will 
 be there to listen and respond if appropriate. The 
Board looks forward to seeing you and hearing  
your input. 
                                                            -Cliff Shisler  
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I will me on jury duty the next couple of weeks. 
I will be in the office but not on regular scheduled 
hours. I will make sure that the phone messages and 
emails are checked on a daily basis. Please make 
sure if you leave me a message that you include 
your phone number so I can return your call as soon 
as possible.  Happy New Year to all!  
                                                        -Josie Arens 
                          St. John’s Office Administrator 
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Deadline for submissions for the next issue of  
The Reporter will be Thursday January 17 at 5pm. 
Send articles to Bruce Beisner via email.  
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Tuesday January 8 
    10:00am- Yoga 
    10:00am- Meditation  
    6:00pm- Finance Advisory Committee 
    7:00pm- Peacemaking Task Force 
    7:00pm- Adult RE: World Religions 
 
Wednesday January 9 
    5:30pm- Executive Board Meeting 
    6:00pm- Contemporary Service Assessment 
    7:00pm- Program Planning Team 
    7:00pm- Chalice Group (K. December) 
 
Thursday January 10 
    6:00pm- Worship Associate Training 
    7:15pm- Choir Rehearsal  
 
Fr iday January 11 
    6:30pm- LAFs Dinner at House of Tam 
    7:00pm- Rehearsal for Concert 
    
Saturday January 12 
    10:00am- Contemporary Service Rehearsal 
    11:00am- Chalice Group (J. Nunn) 
     8:00pm- St. John’s Music Series Concert 
 
Sunday January 13 
    9:00am- Contemporary Service 
    10:00am- Peacemaking Forum 
    11:00am- Community Worship Service 
    12:15- Friends of Szentlaszlo Lunch 
    12:30pm- RE Associates 
    12:30pm- Town Hall Meeting 
    1:00pm- Interweave Lunch 
 
Monday January 14 
    7:00pm- Chalice Group (J. Fine) 

 
Tuesday January 15 
    10:00am- Yoga 
    10:00am- Meditation  
    7:00pm- Adult RE: World Religions 
    7:00pm- YADA Young Adults Discussion 
 
Wednesday January 16 
     8:30am- Staff Meeting 
     6:30pm- Board of Trustees Meeting 
 
Thursday January 17 
    5:00pm- Deadline for The Reporter 
    7:15pm- Choir Rehearsal  
 
Fr iday January 18 
    7:30pm- Women’s Book Group 
 
Saturday January 19 
    9:00am- Contemporary Service Rehearsal 
    9:00am- Dream Group 
     11:00am- Caring Circle 
      
Sunday January 20 
    9:00am- Contemporary Service 
    11:00am- Community Worship Service 
    12:15pm- Green Sanctuary Partners 
     7:00pm- Chalice Group (B. Hadden) 
 
Monday January 21 
     Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Day 
     Church Office Closed 
     10:00am- Chalice Group (Luerssen) 
     7:30pm- Adult RE: Lifecraft 
      
Tuesday January 22 
    10:00am- Meditation 
    7:00pm- Chalice Group (O’Neill) 
    7:00pm- Earth Spirit Full Moon Gathering 
    7:00pm- Adult RE: World Religions 
 
Wednesday January 23 
    7:00pm- Adult RE: Evensong 
     7:30pm- Sabbatical Committee 
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