Cincinnati singers win medals in China

By Janelle Gelfand « jgelfand@enquirer.com « July 26, 2010

SingCinnati, a choir directed by Catherine Roma,
won two silver medals during the awards
ceremony held today at the 2010 World Choir
Games in Shaoxing, China. In addition, two gold
medals went to the Voices of Unity Choir,
directed by Marshall White, of Fort Wayne, Ind.

SingCinnati won medals in the Gospel and
Spiritual as well as the Popular Choral Music
categories. The choir competed in those events
on Saturday and Sunday. Voices of Unity was
declared the champion in the Gospel and
Spiritual category, with the highest point total.

The Fort Wayne singers were part of the local

group that traveled to Shaoxing to compete in the

games. Both choruses participated in the closing
ceremony.

"The choir shared many hours of rehearsal and
performance and grew together in shared passion
for choral music. We are thrilled to have
received two silver medals for our choir, our
city, and our country,” SingCinnati member Kim
Durr, 53, of Mariemont, e-mailed from her
Blackberry immediately after Roma led the
chorus in the closing ceremony of the World
Choir Games.

"We were proud to sing 'America the Beautiful'
as the World Choir Games flag passed from
Shaoxing to Cincinnati and our mayors rang the
peace bell together."”

Mayor Mark Mallory was in attendance for
performances by the Cincinnati chorus. At the
closing ceremony, a multimedia American music
showcase produced by Cincinnati-based
Moening Presentation group, Mallory received a
flag to bring back to Cincinnati to be displayed

SingCinnati, a choir directed by Catherine Roma, won two
silver medals during the awards ceremony of the 2010
World Choir Games in Shaoxing, China.

Cincinnati Mayor Mark Mallory (from left), Gunter Titsch,
president of Interkultur and the World Choir Games, and
Qian Jianmin, mayor of Shaoxing, China, at the close of
the sixth World Choir Games 2010 in Shaoxing, China.
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during the 2012 World Choir Games.

Cincinnati is preparing for more than 200,000
spectators and 20,000 participants when the
event comes to the region in July 2012.

The Awards Ceremony, held at the Textile City
Convention and Exhibition Center, was jam-
packed with choirs from all over the world, Alex
Thio, 40, of Harrison, SingCinnati member and
accompanist, said via e-mail.

The crowds "went wild," he said.

"The evening saw us finally realizing all the hard
work we've invested in learning the repertoire
and choreography for the 'big show,' The
American Dream,' " he said.

In a hotel press conference, Mallory told more
than 100 journalists of TV, radio and print that
he will be proud to host the 2012 games, the first
time ever in a U.S. city.

The World Choir Games, presented by
Interkultur, is the largest international choral
competition in the world. This year, more than
480 choirs from more than 80 nations
participated in the games.
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